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Have you ever wondered why you are where you are? Do you wonder why God didn’t choose you to have the things you long for, or why He would allow you to struggle with the things that sometimes drag you down? None of it comes by chance. God doesn’t leave our lives to a set of random circumstances. Certainly God doesn’t control our lives, as if you we were puppets, but He has a purpose and plan for each one of us. We just need to stop trying to run the show and allow Him to reveal His plan to us. God has a plan for your life, and Christian stewardship is really all about discovering God’s purpose for our lives.
This morning we want to look at the promises of God through the eyes of the weeping prophet Jeremiah. Here we find a people who are under judgment because of their disobedience to God. Jeremiah writes his letter to a people in exile, questioning if they had been forgotten or abandoned. They were in despair, wondering if their lives really had meaning. The truth is, collectively, they knew they had blown it. They recognized that they had turned their back on God, and if they were honest with themselves, they knew they deserved what was happening to them. 
Jeremiah’s letter comes as a word of hope to a hopeless people. It provided direction to people who had no direction. In Jeremiah 29 we read, “This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: ‘Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease. Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.’” (vv. 4-7) In other words, God is telling His people, the Israelites and even us today, to live our lives trusting in Him. Just because we don’t understand God’s purpose and plan doesn’t mean that He doesn’t have one for us!
Rick Warren in His award winning book “The Purpose Driven Life” writes, “Philosophy is an important subject and has its uses, but when it comes to determining the purpose of life, even the wisest philosophers are just guessing. Dr. Hugh Moorhead, a philosophy professor at Northwestern Illinois University, once wrote to 250 of the best-known philosophers, scientists, writers, and intellectuals in the world, asking them, “What is the meaning of life?” He then published their responses in a book. Some offered their best guesses, some admitted that they just made up a purpose for life, and others were honest enough to say they were clueless. In fact, a number of famous intellectuals asked Professor Moorhead to write back and tell them if he discovered the purpose of life.” But we know from God’s Word that the true purpose of life is to glorify God.
Black Slide The truth is, you are not here by accident. Warren goes on to say, “Even before the universe was created, God had you in mind, and He planned you for His purposes. These purposes will extend far beyond the few years you will spend on earth. You were made to last forever! Self-help books often suggest that you try to discover the meaning and purpose of your life by looking within yourself, but that is the wrong place to start. You must begin with God, your Creator, and his reasons for creating you. You were made by God and for God, and until you understand that, life will never make sense.”
Ephesians 2:10 For we are God’s workmanship , created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do
Imagine that, our God has a plan for your life! We may find that hard to believe, but it’s true. It was true for those in Israel, and it’s true for us here today. Isn’t it astounding to think of how many millions have perhaps missed out on God’s best plan for their life because they settled for their own plan. Those exiled Israelites were at an interesting juncture. Would they listen to the prophet and continue to live their lives in hope and trust, or would they simply give in to despair? God told them to build houses, to plant gardens, to get married and have families. Sounds like maybe God had them there for something beyond punishment. He tells the people to care for the city, to pray for it, to influence it. He tells them, “if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 
How like us to see things only from our limited perspective. Isn’t it possible that God had brought His people into exile not only to shape them, but at the same time, to use them to influence a people who didn’t know the power of God? You see, God had a purpose and a plan. He wanted the people to prosper the land because it would bring glory to His name. And then He gives them this promise: This is what the LORD says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this place. For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares the LORD, “and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you,” declares the LORD, “and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.” (Jeremiah 29:10-14)
William Barclay once wrote, “There are two great days in a person’s life -- the day we are born and the day we discover why.” The first is a result of God’s grace, and the second is a recognition of stewardship.     God’s purpose for each of us is to live as His stewards. What a maligned concept in the church today! Whenever we hear the word “stewardship” we are prone to suppose that the next thing is an appeal for money. The truth is, stewardship isn’t about money, it’s about a life submitted to Jesus, who gave us life and eternity. What follows that kind of submission is a discipleship that withholds nothing from Jesus. Stewardship is merely an understanding that God has created me with purpose, and He provides me with every resource necessary in Jesus to fulfill that purpose. The question is really a matter of trust. How much will I trust God and His purpose for my life?
The truth is, as you look at the influence of the Christian Church in the world today, especially in the United States, it seems that we are every bit as unfaithful as the people of Israel in Jeremiah’s time. Black Slide We’ve failed to take God’s call to be dedicated to Him seriously. We’ve often worshipped Him half-heartedly, or sometimes failed to worship Him at all. We’ve thanked Him for His gracious supply, but determined that we know better than Him how to distribute it, that if we don’t hold onto it tightly, we won’t have anything. But brothers and sisters in Christ, God has called us to be a river rather than a reservoir. The difference between a river and a reservoir is that a river allows water to flow through it, while a reservoir holds it all in. God blesses us with all kinds of resources to use for His purposes for our lives. It’s not just about money, and it’s not just about the church. God gives us gifts and talents in addition to material resources. 

God has a unique purpose for your life, as well as a purpose for all His people. A more general purpose for God’s people is to proclaim Jesus to the world. No one is exempt from that, and why would anyone want to be. Have you ever heard of someone cured of cancer or some other issue that was reluctant to share the good news? You’ve been saved from sin and eternal death through Jesus. What joyous good news to share. Through His death and resurrection your sins are forgiven, and you have new life. We all get the opportunity to share this message daily. Peter writes, “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.” (1 Pe 2:9) You were chosen by grace for the purpose of declaring the praise of Jesus to the world.

God also has a specific purpose for you. That’s something that is a little more difficult to understand, because it takes work to discover it. But as you explore the likes and dislikes you have, the natural abilities, things you are passionate about, and things you are not, you are being shaped by God for His purposes. Your purpose may be to feed the homeless or serve in the church or to help kids or any number of different things. If you don’t know you should be excited about discovering God’s purpose for you. He says to you, as an individual, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
If God has your heart as His steward, then money really isn’t an issue. Black Slide I love my children unconditionally. I don’t always agree with what they do or the choices they make. But I love them. There isn’t anything I would withhold from them. If I can help them, I do. If they need money and I have it, it’s theirs. I had a good example—not only my own parents, but a heavenly Father who loves me unconditionally. Because I have experienced that love in Jesus in a very personal way, I can do nothing other than offer myself back to Him. Don’t we do that for the ones we love?

God’s call for each of us is to live as stewards with a sense of purpose. You have been chosen in Him through the blood of Jesus, and He has promised you a plan with a hope and a future. It’s an eternal future filled with all the riches of His grace. Chosen by Him and given His promises, how then will we live? His call is that we live as stewards, generously giving our lives in His service and living for Him with purpose. 

William James wrote, “The greatest use of life is to spend it for something that will outlast it.” God has given you the gift of life, and for a purpose. How will you live it out so that your legacy will point to Jesus? Live as a steward and fulfill God’s purpose for your life. It’s not about your money; it’s about making a difference while there’s time and connecting people to Jesus. God will supply the rest. We can trust Him. His promises are true. Amen. 

