God’s Provisions – Matthew 6:25-34 

We have been talking about God’s Plan for Our Life.  Today we look at his “Provision”. There is an absolute, unmistakable connection between love and provision – those of you who are parents know exactly what I mean, the two are inseparably linked.  If you truly love someone, you find great joy and satisfaction and delight in providing for them.  But what if we would, like David Lettermen’s man on the street, randomly select 10 people and ask, “Do we have a providing God?”  I think we’d get some unique answers, some blank stares, and a few mixed responses.
Some might say, “Well, no, not really, God doesn’t provide for me.  I learned a long time ago that if I’m going to get anywhere in life, I’m going to have to provide for myself.”  There are a lot of folks who think this way, they’re the ones who tell you about the days they walked 6 miles to grade school in 40-below weather and then back home for lunch, where they ate nothing but moldy bread and water, and then their moms sent them back to school in just their gym shoes through 8 inches of snow – uphill!.

These are the ones who love to say, “I started at the bottom of the ladder and I scrapped and I clawed my way to where I am today.  God doesn’t give anybody anything – it’s up to you to provide for yourself, like I provided for myself.  Forget that heavenly handout garbage, it’s a fantasy.”  Others would say, “Well, sort of… I mean, God gives us life and breath and He gives us a break now and then.  But, uh…He seems only to be interested in providing the bare essentials, beyond that it’s up to us.”
And maybe there would be a few who would say, “What do you mean, ‘Do we have a providing God?’  Of course, we do - I trust in a providing God, any Christian with an ounce of Biblical knowledge knows that all throughout history God has bent over backwards to show His love through His blessings and through His provision which He has poured out on His people.”  And that believer would probably go on and on telling you how many times God had bountifully provided for his/her life.  Black Slide You’d be in for a sermon of considerable length.
But here’s the question – what if you were one of those 10 picked to answer that question this morning, what would your answer have been?  Are you a pick-yourself-up-by-your-own bootstraps kind of believer, or would you say God just provides the bare essentials, or are you the one who would’ve given the sermon of considerable length saying, “What a providing God we have.”

So which is it?  Do we or don’t we have a providing God?  Do we have a God who loves us but then refuses to provide for us?  Do we believe in a God who claims to love us but only provides the minimum and then even does that kind of reluctantly?  Or do we trust in a God who not only claims to love us but who then proves His love by taking great pleasure in providing above and beyond our needs?
Our answer to “Do we have a providing God?” is very important and it will be based on our relationship with a God of grace who takes great delight in providing support and resources for me – knowing that, believing that, trusting in that – that will affect how I will make certain decisions in my life, it will determine how I plan my future, and it will influence how much anxiety I will live with.

If I’m out on the seas all alone with nobody to help me for the rest of my life, then I have a right to a certain amount of anxiety and nobody better tell me not to worry about things.  But if there’s an ocean liner right behind me and my little row boat with all kinds of provisions aboard and there’s a captain who would love to share those provisions with me – then I don’t have a need for all that anxiety do I?

Well, one day, our Lord Jesus was speaking and He noticed that there were some anxious people wandering around, so He called them over and He said, “I want to talk to you about a bird (Matthew 6:26), there’s a little bird up in that tree over there.”  And the people said, “Look, forget about birds – we’re worried about mortgages and utility bills and college tuition.”  And Jesus said, “Never mind that for a second, just look at the bird.”
And that little bird was flitting here and there, and every once in a while it whistled and chirped, and as it flew, you know it was doing some barrel rolls.  “Just look at the bird will you.  Now as you’re looking at that bird, I want you to notice that there are no worry wrinkles on the bird’s face; there are no signs of high blood pressure; there are no migraine headaches, it’s not drinking Maalox martinis - there’s just this happy little fella flitting around up there.
And guess what, that little bird doesn’t have a bank account; it has no million dollar life insurance policy; it has no barn filled to the brim with birdseed – the reality is that little bird is really only a worm away from starvation.  But that bird has no anxieties because, and people you’ve got to understand this, I’ve built into that little bird a basic reliance on who I am.

Black Slide Every day that little bird banks on My character, on My identity, on My providing hand.  And every day the bird learns again – I don’t let him down; I can be trusted.”  And then Jesus turned to those anxious people and said, “Guess what, I want to tell you something – that little bird does not matter nearly as much to Me as you matter to Me.  You really matter to Me.
I see you walking around all uptight; I see the worry wrinkles on your faces, the migraine headaches; I see you toasting the end of your work day with those Maalox martinis.  I see all of that anxiety in your life and I want to tell you – you’ve got to learn what that little bird learned, you’ve got to learn that you can bank on My character and on My identity and on My provision.  The bird knows that I won’t let it down… do you?”

Then Jesus said (Matthew 6:28), “Or take this flower, it doesn’t have a contingency plan, it isn’t on the brink of emotional collapse, it isn’t in a frenzy about how it looks – it’s stunning in its beauty and it has never had an appointment with a fashion consultant or a color coordinator.  That little flower knows that I’m going to provide its splendid colors; it knows that I’m going to provide for its needs.  I’m not going to let that little flower down.  But the truth of the matter is, that flower doesn’t mean nearly as much as you mean to Me.”

Isn’t our Savior Jesus something?  He points to a bird and a flower and teaches this profound truth.  And He does that so that when you see those things you say to yourself, “You know, I’ve got something to learn.  I matter more to God than these things and yet He takes care of them.  Well then, how much more is He committed to providing for me?”
Let me just quickly give you a Biblical sketch of God’s provision.  Our loving God is committed to providing for your physical and material needs.  Now that doesn’t mean that you can be excused from being responsible with the way you work and live.  That’s not an excuse for laziness or irresponsible living or wild spending sprees where you say, “Oh God will provide.”  No – God calls us to be prudent, He calls us to be as wise as serpents and yet as gentle as doves; He calls us to work and to be good stewards of the things He has blessed us with.

And this promise to provide for our physical and material needs by God is also not about what you might see on television or read in some books called “prosperity theology” – where there are those who teach in an imbalanced way that our God is somehow obligated to insure your health and wealth and happiness.  That’s not what the Scriptures are saying; the Bible teaches that because you matter so much to God, He is even concerned about providing for and meeting your basic physical and material needs.
But beyond that, our God of mercy is also concerned about providing for your emotional and psychological needs.  You know, God knows when you need a friend; He knows when you need an extra touch of His presence; He knows when you need some encouragement; He knows when you’re just plain wore out and you can’t go another step – God knows.

How many times have you come to the end of your rope and God brought a promise, or a person, or an opportunity, a letter, an e-mail, a text or a tweet, or a gift – something to help you?  And it comes in the nick of time so that your emotional or psychological need could be met.  Well, our providing God delights in doing that.

And God in His grace is also committed to providing for your greatest need and that is your spiritual need.  You know, you could have every material and physical blessing known to people, you could be healthy emotionally and psychologically, but you can still have a hole in your soul that defies description.  We are spiritual people and until we are rightly related to God we’re in a bad way – all the pieces just don’t come together until there’s some sense made of our spiritual need.

So God says, “I’ll meet that need.  First, you need to know that you matter to Me; and second, you need to know that there has been a provision made for the forgiveness of your sins.”  And God says, “I love you so much, I’ll give up My only Son Jesus to die the death that your sins deserve and pay the debt that you could never pay.”

You see friends, there it is again – love and provision.  What do you need most?  You need God’s love, so He gives you His love; you matter to Him.  And beyond that you need a Savior, so God says, “I’ll provide you with a Savior.”  And as the Apostle Paul reminds us in Romans 8:32, “If God did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all – how will He not also, along with Jesus, graciously give us all things.”

So there you have it – physical and material needs provided for; emotional and psychological needs provided for; and most importantly our spiritual needs met.  You name the need and our God in His heart takes great delight in providing for all of your needs.

You might remember in Martin Luther’s explanation of the First Article of the Apostle’s Creed, after this laundry list of some of the things God so graciously gives us – our clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, spouse and children, land and animals, and all that we have.  After that Luther writes these incredible words, “He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life.”
God provides with more than we need - and so we thank and praise, serve and obey Him.  But let me add one more thing to our response to God’s provision – I think we should just breathe a great big sigh of relief and say, “Why do I toil and spin; why am I often so uptight?  Why am I sure that God won’t fail the flowers or the birds, but I’m not so sure that He won’t fail me?  I don’t worry about the birds or the flowers; I’m more precious than they are – so why do I worry so much about me?”
Black Slide May the Holy Spirit convert our anxiety into trust and enable us to say, “Lord, You are a providing God.  If You would like to provide this thing for me, that would be wonderful.  I know that is Who You are and my hands are open.  But if You Lord don’t think that this is a good gift for me right now, then I don’t want it.  But if You think it is, I’ll trust You for it and depend on You to provide it.”  And all God’s people say – “Amen”
