GOD’S PROMISE

(Fifth of five 2012 FL/GA district stewardship sermons)
Slide – Graphic Of The Day (G.O.T.D.)
Tomorrow morning when you walk into the bathroom and look into the mirror, push aside for a moment the horror of seeing yourself as you really are when you get out of bed, and look at that person staring at you and say, “You are the problem!”  Then, close your eyes and say, “but gracious God, you are my answer”!
Or, in the immortal words of old comic strip character, ‘pogo’:
Slide -  “we has seen the enemy, and they is us!”
It’s true - - so often we are our own worst enemy.  For example, most of us have heard the phrase: “God has a plan for your life.”  Now, the phrase is true – God does have a plan for our lives.  But much of the time, because of our propensity to be our own worst enemy, we misunderstand what it means.  Our tendency is to think it means that God is always ready, willing, and able to do marvelous things, and make our lives the envy of humankind.  

Now that’s a bit of an overstatement, but the premise is accurate.  We tend to put ourselves at the center of the life.  So when we hear that God “has a plan for our life”, we tend to place ourselves at the center of the picture and then expect God to fill the picture out with wonderful things.
It’s actually the opposite!   While God does indeed, have a plan for our lives; He is the one at the center of it!  His plan is to give us everything we will need, so that we can fit into his greater plan!  And what is his greater plan?  It’s to make Jesus known to everyone on this earth with the goal of giving them faith in Jesus, forgiveness of sin, and eternal life in heaven.  That’s his goal.  That’s his plan.  That’s his work.  And his plan for us personally, as we said, is to equip us in every way so that we fit perfectly into his greater plan.
And because this is so, he has given to us a promise.  The promise is found in MT chapter seven, beginning at verse 7:
Slide - “ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.”  Mt. 7: 7,8 
Isn’t that a marvelous word?  Do you realize that it’s a promise?  Those are the words of Jesus.  He’s saying to you and to me, that when we ask things of God - - God will respond.  
But to best understand what Jesus is communicating it would be helpful for me to briefly explain something about how it’s written in Greek.  In Greek, the language in which the New Testament was originally written, the words “ask, seek, and knock”, are written in the present tense.  The present tense is used to convey that the action spoken of is to be an ongoing action.  
So really a better translation would be: 
Slide - “keep on asking and it will be given to you; keep on seeking and you will find; keep on knocking and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who continues to ask receives; he who keeps on seeking finds; and to him who is persistent in knocking, the door will be opened.”  Mt. 7: 7,8 
Why would God want us to “keep on” asking and seeking and knocking?  Because of this truth:
Slide – the more time we spend in prayer with God, the more opportunity God has to influence us to pray for things which he wants to bring into our lives.
Do you see how that works?  There’s an old adage that goes: ‘you become like the people you hang out with’.  So, if you are spending more time with God in prayer and in reading his word, the more you will begin to value the things that God values – the more you will yearn the yearnings of God – the more you will ask for that which God desires to give.  
Black Slide I have to believe that in this room right now, are any number of people who could testify that there have been issues of life that they have prayed about for an extended period of time.  And they could share with you that at first they prayed for a certain outcome - - but by the time a month had gone by, the focus of their prayer was considerably different.   And in the process, not only did they have a growing confidence that God was going to answer their prayer, but they also received from God a much greater peace than they had at the start.
Really, this is a great promise and grace of God given to us by Jesus.
And Jesus goes on and makes it even more clear.  He says:
Slide - “which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?   If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask Him!”  Matthew 7: -11
That makes sense doesn’t it?  If we know to give good things to our children, how much more is God capable of this!  Friends, this a grand truth to lay hold of!  
But every so sadly, there are a great number of Christians who have a hard time grasping or believing that God really wants to bring blessing to them by answering their prayers.  Yes, this is so very sad!  It is so very unfortunate!  And dare i say - - Satan loves it!
If the devil can convince you that God is either uninterested or too busy to be involved in the matters of your life, he has won a victory.  And beyond that, he has kept you in misery and doubt about God’s love for you.  And when the enemy has Christians in that place of doubt or uncertainty, he keeps the church of Jesus Christ weak and lacking boldness in their witness.
Black Slide But that is not what Jesus tells us in this verse, is it?  Absolutley not!  And this is not the only time Jesus said something like this.  In Matthew 6 Jesus says:
Slide – “but seek first the kingdom God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you as well.”  Mt. 6: 33
Friends, God very much wants to bless your life, just like you would want to bless your child.  Don’t doubt that!  Believe that!
In Matthew 18 Jesus says this:
Slide  - “again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my father in heaven.”   Mt. 18:19
My friends, God is not only interested in your life, he wants to bless you in the living of it through his promises.  
(hold up bible)  this book is filled with promises from God.  The questions are: will we open the book to discover what these promises are?  Will we believe them?  And will we allow God to bring us into his plan for our lives?
Let’s take the stewardship of money, for instance.  Everything good we have – everything – is given to us by God.  Any mature bible-believing Christian knows this to be true.  And every bible-believing Christian would also be quick to agree that all God has given us, has been given to us because of God’s love and God’s grace lavished on our lives.
Now a couple of times already, we’ve said that God has a plan for our lives, and in general terms, his plan is to fit us into his work of bringing people to heaven.  And the second part of his work is nurturing the faith of those already “in” Christ.  
Those things often require money.  So, if God has given to you all the good things you have – including your financial resources – and he calls you to be a part of his work in this world - - then it is only logical that he would give to you his promise to provide for all of your needs.  And that is exactly what we’ve seen in the scriptures we’ve discussed this morning.  
We believe God is bringing us to heaven.  Then why would we doubt his promise to provide for our earthly life-needs?  Is he not still God?!  Is he not still all-powerful?!  He is not still the God who can move mountains?!  
He is!  
Slide – (graphic of the day)
I say, let’s take God at his word!  I say, let’s believe what God has to say!  I say, let’s learn and live by his promises!  Yes, let’s live by his promises - - for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus our lord!  Amen!
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