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13 Years 
as District President



essential part of my 
ministry and a critical 
work partner in keeping 
me on track. While I 
am certain I have given 
her fits at times she 
has always retained a 
cheerful servant spirit, 
and gone above and 
beyond to serve me 
and the whole District,” 
Walton continues. “I 

believe she will be an 
indispensable asset to 
my successor. While I do 
not know what I will be 
doing in the future I could 
only hope I work with 
someone like her again!” 
 “I met Greg  in 
1987 when as the FLGA 
District President I took 
a trip to visit our Georgia 
congregations. My 
predecessor, President 
Lloyd Behnken, had 

The Rev. 
Dr. Gregory 
Walton 
completes 
his fourth 
and final 
term as 
Florida-
Georgia 

District President this 
year. He and his wife, 
Edith, a retired public 
school teacher, have been 
married for more than 
35 years and have two 
sons, Alex and Tim. Alex 
and his wife, Angie, are 
parents of Noelle, Zachary, 
and Fletcher. Tim and his 
wife, Megan, are parents 
of Fisher and Elsie. 

 “I cannot express the 
honor it has been to serve 
this District as President,” 
Walton states. “For a role I 
never wanted, I have most 
certainly been blessed 
and the many people I 
have worked with have 
been an immense part 
of that blessing. I thank 
each of them for their 
partnership and support. 
We have accomplished 
many wonderful things 
in the past 13 years, and 
I can honestly say it has 
been a team effort.
 “While I do not know 
what the future holds, I 
am confident in the One 
who holds our future, 

LIFE
Lutheran Life is the official 
newsmagazine of the Florida-
Georgia District of the Lutheran 
Church —Missouri Synod.
The Mission of the Florida-
Georgia District is to serve, 
assist, and encourage 
congregations in the ministry 
of Jesus Christ. People of 
the Florida-Georgia District 
are equipped, empowered, 
engaged in the Master’s 
business … connecting people 
to Jesus. Lutheran LIFE is 
designed to inform LCMS 
church and school members of 
the activities, personalities and 
resources offered by the Synod 
and the District. 
Lutheran LIFE may also provide 
a forum for Lutherans to 
express their views and ideas 
on a wide range of topics. 
Lutheran LIFE is published 
bimonthly. News items and 
photos are encouraged. Please 
send scanned photos as a 
JPG attachment rather than 
embedded in your emails. 
Or mail your photo print in a 
good quality resolution to our 
address below.  Advertising is 
welcome and encouraged; rates 
and information are available 
from Lutheran LIFE’s office. 

Lutheran Life Publishing:
971 SW Pepperidge Terrace
Boca Raton, Florida 33486

flgadistrict.org/lutheran-life/

E-Mail photos, news, address 
corrections or deletions to: 

LutheranLife@aol.com

John List , Editor

Florida Georgia-District LCMS
Lutheran Ministries Center

5850 T.G. Lee Blvd, Suite 500
Orlando, FL  32822

Toll-Free: (877) 457-5556

www.flgadistrict.org

Greg Walton
District President
Jennifer Tanner

School & Youth Ministries
Peter Meier

Missions & Outreach
Laura Zirbel

Finance/Administration
Jay Wendland

LCEF District VP
Rusty Huseman

Legal Counsel

LUTHERAN

and it is a ‘future fixed 
on Jesus!’ In just a few 
months new leadership 
will fill the office of 
District President, and I 
want you to know I have 
done my best to leave the 
Florida-Georgia District 
in a strong position — 
both financially and 
with energetic and 
qualified leadership. 

 “I cannot say enough 
about my excellent team, 
and in particular the 
Executive Team who 
continues to amaze me 
with their commitment 
and servant attitude. 
They will serve you 
and our District well 
into the future.
 “Let me also lift 
up Kathy Keene — my 
administrative assistant. 
She has truly been an 

District President
  Fourth, Final Term of

Greg & Edith Walton with Kathy & Jeff Keene

Walton surrounded by District delegates and staff at the
2019 LCMS National Convention in Tampa, Florida
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Walton Elected in 2009
Greg Walton Concludes
Leadership Comprising 13 Years

mentioned Greg more 
than once to me and 
suggested I need to get 
to know him,” The Rev. 
Dr. Thomas Zehnder 
explains. “Greg was on 
my ‘visit list’ and I met 
him at Trinity in Toccoa, 
GA. I was impressed 
by him as a young, 
totally devoted Pastor 
with great instincts for 
pastoral ministry. Our 
friendship grew over 
the ensuing years.
 “At the end of my term 
of office as DP, I reentered 
parish ministry at King of 
Glory in Williamsurg, VA. 
It was a small parish and 
I was the office secretary 
as well. I had no clue 
how to manufacture a 
worship service bulletin. 
I called Greg with ‘How 
in the world do I format a 
church bulletin?’ He knew 
and laughed me through 
it! Greg saved the day 
and I’ll never forget that 
particular gift to a ‘lost 
at sea’ struggling pastor. 
For weeks following, 
I enjoyed quiet laughs 
as I remembered Greg’s 
expertise — an expertise 
he has continued to show 
us as our beloved DP!”
 Walton graduated 
from Concordia College/

Bronxville, NY, and 
Concordia Seminary/
St. Louis, MO. He served 
his vicarage year at Holy 
Trinity/Grandview, MO. 
His pastoral ministry, to 
date, has been exclusively 
in the FLGA District — 
first at Trinity/Toccoa, 
GA, and later at Faith/
Marietta, GA. Prior to 
being elected District 
President Walton served 

Both above and below — Greg and Edith Walton 
surrounded by son Alex and wife, Angie and son Tim and 
wife Megan and three of their five grandchildren.

on the District Board of 
Directors — first as a 
pastoral representative 
and later as District Vice 
President of Georgia.
 Walton was elected 
President of the Florida-
Georgia District in 2009, 
and has focused on 
equipping, empowering 

engaging and connecting 
people to Jesus. He was 
re-elected by acclamation 
to a second and third 
term, and eventually 
re-elected to a fourth 
and final term in June 
2018 with his presidency 
terminating at this June’s 
2022 convention. s

District President Rev. Dr. Greg Walton with District 
President Emeritus Rev. Dr. Tom Zehnder
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 Over the years I have 
learned there are certain 
verses of Scripture which 
God will use to speak to the 
circumstances in our life. 
Years ago, when I was a 
college student, trying to 
figure out the future, my 
mother sent me a card, just a 
word of encouragement, and 
she added a little business 
card with Proverbs 3:5-6, 
“Trust in the LORD with all 
your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding; in all 
your ways acknowledge Him, 
and He will make your paths 
straight.” I remember reading 
and re-reading the card until 
I had memorized the verse. 
I placed the card on my 
bulletin board, above my 
desk, where, on the occasion 
I would sit and do homework, 
I would see the card and 
be reminded that God had 
my future in His hands. 
 Years later, while doing 
my devotions, I was reading 
through the book of Hebrews, 
with its focus on the person and 
work of Jesus. By this time I was 
nearing the end of my ministry 
at my first parish, although I 
was not aware of a call quite 
yet. What I would learn was 
the Holy Spirit was at work in 
my heart and life, stirring me 
with a bit of holy discontent, 
preparing me for a future I 
could not have imagined. 
 I felt as though I were 
wrestling with God, and in the 
midst of my struggles, I truly 
believe God opened my eyes 
in a new way as I read Hebrews 
12:2-3, “Let us fix our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and perfecter 
of our faith, who for the joy set 
before Him endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat 
down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. Consider him 
who endured such opposition 
from sinful men, so that you 
will not grow weary and lose 
heart.” I certainly had read 
this passage before, but for 
some reason at that moment 
it brought me great comfort.
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 To this day, these words 
bring me comfort and hope. 
Fix your eyes on Jesus. Often I 
repeat these words to myself. 
How easy it is to focus on all 
the things around us, things 
which draw us away from the 
gracious love of Jesus. It is 
far too easy to get so caught 
up in the world around us 
we fail to see what Jesus is 
placing right in front of us. 
 Truthfully, there are so 
many things which vie for 
our attention. With all the 
divisiveness currently in the 
nation, with war around us, 
brokenness in the political 
realm, racial tensions, subway 
shootings, inflation and the 
rising cost of living — not to 
mention gas prices — there are 
plenty of things which draw 
our focus and create anxiety. 
 Even in the Church Satan 
valiantly tries to keep God’s 
people unfocused. We see 
Church wars over worship 
styles, over doctrinal issues, 
over all kinds of distractions 
which fix our eyes on problems 
rather than on Jesus. 
 We are facing declining 
worship numbers in many 
places as more and more 
people step away from church. 
We are facing a mounting 
clergy shortage, not to mention 
the teacher shortage, and other 
Church Work positions. COVID 
didn’t help the situation, but it 
certainly didn’t cause it either. 
 When we take our eyes 
off of Jesus, when we lose 
focus, it is far too easy to 
get overwhelmed by life. 
Jesus invites us back to 
the foundation of our faith. 
Not long ago I was with 
my grandson, and he was 
showing me a little rendition 
of the manger, left over from 
Christmas. I asked him if he 
knew who the people were, 
and while he knew Mary, 
Joseph and Jesus, he wasn’t 
sure about the three kings. I 
asked him if he knew the song, 
“Jesus Loves Me,” which he 
did, and which we sang. It’s so 
simple, and yet, so profound.

 Karl Barth, the renown 
20th Century Swiss-German, 
neo-orthodox theologian, 
was speaking one time when 
a student asked him, if he 
could summarize his theology 
in a single sentence. As the 
story goes, Barth responded 
by saying, “In the words of a 
song I learned at my mother’s 
knee: ‘Jesus loves me, this 
I know, for the Bible tells 
me so.’” It has been called 
the Gospel in a nutshell. 
  

 

Years ago I learned from my 
dear friend, Tom Zehnder, 
the main thing is to keep 
the main thing the main 
thing… and the main thing 
is Jesus. In fact, as our Synod 
prepares to celebrate the 175th 
Anniversary of the Synod, 
the chosen theme is, “Only 
Jesus! No Other Name!”
 As we prepare for the 34th 
Triennial Convention of the 
Florida-Georgia District of the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod, to be held June 16-
18 in St. Augustine, Florida, 
we can be confident that our 
future is fixed on Jesus. He is 
the purpose for our gathering. 
It is intended to be a time for 
inspiration, for celebration, 
and of course, to conduct the 
business of the District such 
as electing new leadership, 
and dealing with resolutions. 
 As we keep Jesus as our 
focus, as we keep our eyes 
on Him, we can be confident 
of a glorious future, no 
matter what, as He leads us 
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President
Florida-Georgia District

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

In His Peace!

forward. Placing our trust in 
Him, not leaning on our own 
understanding seems risky 
at times, but the same Jesus 
whose Resurrection we have 
just celebrated, has proven 
Himself trustworthy time and 
time again. He is Risen! He 
is Risen, Indeed! Alleluia!
 It is hard to imagine the 
next issue of Lutheran Life 
will see a new byline for this 
article as the Florida-Georgia 
District moves forward to a 
future fixed on Jesus. It has 
been an honor and privilege 
to serve the workers and 
congregations of the Florida-
Georgia District. It has always 
been my desire to keep my 
eyes on Jesus and serve you 
well. Where I have failed, 
I ask forgiveness. Where 
there has been success, it has 
been a collective success.
 Together we celebrate the 
Lord Jesus, who has made it 
possible. For me, it has been, 
and always will be about 
equipping, empowering and 
engaging so God’s Church is 
continually connecting people 

to Jesus. He is our future — 
a future which gives us great 
confidence, hope and joy.
 The words of Hebrews 12:2 
once again have a renewed 
meaning as I look at my own 
future which is also fixed 
on Jesus. Not having a clear 
sense of what the future holds 
in my life is a new adventure 
for me. Often I have said that 
while we don’t know what the 
future holds, we know the 
One who holds our future. 
So I fix my eyes on Jesus, 
trusting God’s promise that 
He has a plan to prosper and 
not harm me, plans with hope 
and a future. My future, like 
yours, is fixed on Jesus. 
 My thanks to you all —
for your prayers, for your 
encouragement, for your 
support as we have worked 
together for His Kingdom 
in this little corner of the 
Synod and of the world. We 
are richly blessed, and you 
have been a blessing to me. 
Now, together, it is time to go 
confidently into the future, 
a future fixed on Jesus!

A Future 
Fixed
On Jesus

LIFELINES
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 The Rev. Dr. Gerald B. (Jerry) 
Kieschnick served from 2001 to 
2010 as president of the 2.2-million-
member Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod (LCMS) and as chairman 
of The International Lutheran 
Council, comprised of presidents 
and bishops of more than 35 
worldwide Lutheran church bodies.
 Currently Dr. Kieschnick is 
serving as Chief Executive Officer 
of Legacy Deo in Austin, TX, and 
as a board member and founding 
director of Pastor 360, Ministry Focus, 
and Mission of Christ Network.  
 Prior to becoming LCMS president, 
Kieschnick had been president of the 
Synod’s Texas District for 10 years. He 
has also served as teacher, mission 
developer, parish pastor, and author. 
 A native of Houston, TX, Dr. 
Kieschnick holds degrees from 
Texas A&M University; Concordia 
Theological Seminary/St. Louis, MO; 
and Concordia University/Austin, TX. 
He and his wife of 56 years, Terry, have 
two grown children, one son-in-law, 
and two young adult grandchildren, 
all of whom live in Texas. 
 This June, 2022 marks  
Pastor Kieschnick’s 52nd 
ordination anniversary.  s

 The Rev. Dr. Robert Reed 
Lessing was born and raised in Denver, 
CO. He is a graduate of St. John’s 
College/Winfield, KS, and Concordia 
Seminary/ St. Louis, MO. Reed served 
in parish ministry in West Monroe/
LA and Broken Arrow/OK.  Dr. Lessing 
served as professor at Concordia 
Seminary from 1999 to 2013. In 2013, he 
returned to parish ministry as senior 
pastor of St. Michael/Fort Wayne, IN.  
 In July 2020, he joined the 
faculty of Concordia University/ St. 
Paul, MN and serves as a professor 
of theology and ministry. He is 
also the university’s director for 
the Center of Biblical Studies.
 Reed has authored books 
in the Concordia Commentary 
series, written sermon series, Bible 
Studies, and devotional booklets 
for Concordia Publishing House, 
Concordia Seminary, and Creative 
Communications for the Parish.  Reed 
has taught courses on books in the 
Old Testament, Hebrew, homiletics, 
biblical hermeneutics, and preaching. 
Reed is an avid jogger, biker, hiker, 
camper, and cross-country skier. s

June’s District Convention 
In St. Augustine, FL to Feature
Three Prominent Lutheran Speakers

 The Rev. Dr. Benjamin Haupt 
is associate provost and associate 
professor of Practical Theology at 
Concordia Seminary/St. Louis, MO.
 As associate provost, Haupt assists 
the Seminary provost in achieving key 
strategic priorities in support of the 
mission of the seminary. He oversees 
recruitment and admissions teams 
and serves as a liaison to faculty 
and staff involved in accomplishing 
enrollment goals related to its 
residential, distance and multiethnic 
Ministerial Formation programs and 
Advanced Studies programs. Haupt 
has been a faculty member since 2013.
 His areas of interest and 
expertise include the history of the 
text of the New Testament, early 
Christianity prior to Constantine, 
the theology and practice of 
preaching, and pastoral leadership.
 Haupt is a graduate of 
Concordia/Mequon, WI; University 
of Birmingham, UK, and Concordia 
Seminary/St. Louis, MO. After 
graduation he served as associate 
pastor at St. Paul /Boca Raton, 
FL., and sole pastor of Good 
Shepherd/Gainesville, GA.
 Haupt is married to Celina and 
they have two sons. He also leads 
the Concordia Wine Society. s

Robert
Lessing
Bible
Study

Gerald
Kieschnick
Special
Guest

Benjamin
Haupt
Convention
Essayist

 With the transitions ahead at the 2022 FLGA District Convention, 
participants can be confident that although there will be change, one 
thing which will not change is the fact that the future is fixed on Jesus. 
 Three renown Lutheran speakers will address the convention 
throughout the June 16-18 event at the St. Augustine convention site. The Rev. Drs. Robert Lessing will serve 
as the convention Bible study leader, Ben Haupt will serve as the convention essayist and Gerald Kieschnick 
is a special guest of the District. Kieschnick will celebrate his 52nd year ordination anniversary in June.
 Lessing, author of several books, brings spirited Bible study leadership. Haupt served 
in the FLGA District as a parish pastor in both Boca Raton, FL and Gainesville, GA 
before joining Concordia Seminary/St. Louis, MO. Kieschnick served nine years as LCMS 
president and is the former chairman of The International Lutheran Council. s
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 “Gloo Connect has been such 
a blessing for us at Our Savior/
Lake Worth, FL,” reports Pastor 
Jake Roedsens. “As Christians we 
often say we wish we knew how 
to reach the unchurched or those 
who don’t know Jesus. Gloo Connect 
bridges the gap between who wants 
to hear about Jesus and how do 
we reach them. 
 “We, as OSL, 
receive three or four 
contacts a week. 
These contacts are 
from real people 
in our community 
who are hurting and 
we as the church 
can share the love 
of Jesus with them. 
These people who 
reach out get a real 
response from a real 
Christian who wants 
to let them know 
they are not alone.
 “That even in a 
world and time that 
sometimes makes 
one feel as though 
no one cares, there 
are people out there 
who love them and 
are willing to pray 
for and with them. 
Gloo Connect has 
been a real blessing 
and we, as OSL, 
want to celebrate 
this tool and all 
the value it brings 
to Christendom.”
 “I signed up for GLOO through 
my Church United connection and 
it is fantastic,” says Pastor Steve 
Carretto of St. Paul/Boca Raton, 
FL.  GLOO connects the church to 
those who are searching for certain 
things on the internet, like if they 
were seeking ‘grief counseling’ or 
‘prayers for loneliness,’ that search 
would be taken and distributed 
to a GLOO member (at St. Paul 
I get help with this from Vicar 
Brandon Bettcher) and an email 
would read ‘You have a new 
explorer’ and then an email would 
list the name of the person, give 
a contact email or phone number 

and then a little message of what 
it is they are experiencing.
 “We then have the opportunity 
to reach out to them and just let 
them know that their request for 
prayer — for a connection — was 
heard and there is someone real 
on the other side of their request!
 “Sometimes we get into 

conversations via text 
for a couple days and 
sometimes we get no 
replies, but yet that 
person at least knows 
that they are not alone 
and maybe — just maybe  
—will come back around 
to that connection, 
which was the church 
in their time of need and 
connect with the great 
comfort or direction 
that God has for them!” 
Carretto emphasizes.
 Here is an example 
of a recent email (with 
specifics removed for 
confidentiality) 
Dear Pastor...
I am sorry I did not reply 
sooner. Your email got 
lost in the shuffle of so 
many other emails I get. 
Yes I am struggling with 
the loss of my mom and 
with depression. Last 
year after losing her, I 
did attend a GriefShare 
meeting at a local church. 
But I don’t think it helped 
much. Perhaps I didn’t 
give it a fair chance. 
Shortly after that, the 

meetings were shut down due 
to the virus. Perhaps I should 
try going to another meeting. 
In the last year, I have gone 
through three therapists which 
have not been much help.
Thank you for your concern 
and for your prayers.
God bless you.

About GLOO Connect:
 Gloo is a new kind of outreach 
platform designed to help churches 
reach directly into the local 
community in a way that saves 
time, activates a team designed 
to connect, and increases the 

impact a congregation can have 
locally. According to their website 
the goal is to help churches serve 
more new people, and see more 
lives changed — each week.
 Online campaigns on Gloo are 
designed to help you reach people 
who don’t typically go to church, 
but need prayer, have questions 
about Jesus, or need help — and 
they are delivered each week.
 Explorers need and want 
someone to talk to. Local 
churches are already equipped to 
care for people in need. As more 
Explorers reach out to talk to 
someone, a local church can be 
ready to help. An online Explorer 
is a person who is either searching 
online for answers in a time of 
need or is looking for a church, 
community, or experiencing any 
other life transition. This program 
focuses on connecting Explorers in 
a time of need with local churches 
who can provide encouragement 
and support. An Explorer’s 
response is routed to a nearby 
church based on their zip code.
 Church participants start a 
conversation with an Explorer 
either by text, email or a telephone 
call. Once in touch, the participant 
starts building the relationship 
by having a conversation over 
the phone, inviting them to have 
coffee, getting them signed up 
with a local program, referring 
them to community resources, 
helping them join a life group 
or Bible study — and more!
 Gloo is currently focused 
on sharing a hopeful, Christian 
message around anxiety, stress, 
loneliness, hope, prayer, the Bible, 
forgiveness, body image, marriage, 
relationships, sadness, and anger.
 By helping churches and 
people connect to each other, and 
then powering those connections 
with the right tools, the GLOO 
program extends the church’s 
capacity to reach, know and 
move every person it serves.
 Additional information 
and an informative video is 
available at their website: 
www.gloo.us/connect.  s

GLOO Connect Program Succeeding in Palm Beach County, FL

Pastor Jake Roedsens
Our Savior/Lake Worth, FL

S. Palm Beach Circuit Visitor

Pastor Steve Carretto
St. Paul/Boca Raton, FL
Region 5 Vice President
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 According to The Rev. Bob 
Steinke, Veterans of the Cross 
Chairperson, great weather and 
more than 120 participants enjoyed 
the annual Veterans of the Cross 
(VOC) Retreat in Fruitland Park, 
Florida about an hour north of 
Orlando. The retreat was held 
March 7th through 9th, 2022.
  “Tell Me A Story” was the 
theme — intertwined with 
the “Greatest Story Ever Told” 
with Dr. Mary Manz Simon, 
keynote speaker, leading
the group in telling 
the story of faith. 
 The Rev. Dr. Jeffery C. Moore, 
was the Bible Study leader. Moore 
is a resident of Daytona Beach, FL 
and had served Trinity/Orlando, 
FL from 2003  through 2014.
 “Growing up in a story-telling 
family, I have always incorporated 
story-telling in my preaching and 
teaching,” Moore said. When asked 
to teach introductory homiletics 
to Thai and Cambodian pastors in 
the Lutheran Institute of Southeast 
Asia (LISA) I found that storytelling 
is the most transportable, cross-

cultural common denominator for 
preaching anywhere in the world.
 “As professional church 
workers we are professional 
communicators,” Moore explained. 
We have a message to proclaim. 
But how does the truth we believe 
become real in the hearts of those 
we seek to reach? How is this best 
communicated to others? When 
we look at the Bible, we discover 
that God seems to have chosen a 
combination of propositional truth 
and story telling — but very heavy 
on story! So how can we follow 
his lead and tell HIS story?”
 Dr. Mary Manz Simon focused 
on Faith Stories — milestones, 
conflicts, audio, video and written 
formats and practical tips and 
ideas including memory triggers 
and world event timelines.
 She talked about writing your 
personal faith story for yourself 
(to remember and be grateful 
for how God has worked in your 
life), and for your family to see 
as a legacy and an example of 
God’s love and faithfulness, and 
for others as a witness to the 
power and providence of God.  

 Questions she posed to 
participants were: How did you 
come to faith? When were you 
baptized? Confirmed? What 
churches have you been a part of?
How has God blessed you with gifts 
to use within those churches?
 What people did God use to 
nurture and grow your faith?
What experiences challenged 
and strengthened your faith?  
What are some Bible verses/passages 
that hold special meaning for you? 
 Monday evening was 
a special opportunity for 
registrants to participate in a 
musical extravaganza led by 
Nikki Peters and Pete Prochnow 
of St. Luke’s/Oviedo, FL. Nikki 
Peters is the Assistant Director 
of Worship Arts at St. Luke’s. 
 Pete Prochnow was on the 
faculty of Concordia University/
Seward, Nebraska and currently 
serves as the Director of Worship 
and Music as well as the Executive 
Director of the Concert Series 
for St. Luke’s/Oviedo, FL. s

Annual “Veterans of the Cross” Names   Five Behnken Medallion Recipients

Keynote speaker, Dr. Manz 
Simon and Curtis Deterding

Bible Study Leader
The Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Moore

Ruth Ann Dexheimer speaks at one 
of the VOC workshops: Zen Tangles

Jeff Moore talks with Jim & Linda Coe Ken Schamens, John Frerking 
and Roy Maack catch up

Pam & Dick Arndt walk with 
Marge Freeman on campus
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Pictured are the five 2022 recipients of the L. Lloyd Behnken Retreat Medallion. 
From left, they are Frank Marshall, Jim Essig, Ruth Wiedenmann, Lynda Voss, and Mary Manz Simon.

Annual “Veterans of the Cross” Names   Five Behnken Medallion Recipients

Edie O’Brian relaxes with Pam Arndt Diane & Ron Biel relax during an 
afternoon break before dinner

Pastor Wally Arp and District 
President Rev. Dr. Greg Walton 

prepare for worship

Behnken Award Recipient 
Dr. Mary Simon Manz

Behnken Award Recipient
Lynda Voss

VOC Chairman The Rev. Bob Steinke
addresses the conference
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Redeeming Life’s Sheryl Dewitt Receives
Guido Merkens Award at Best Practices Conference
 Sheryl DeWitt, 
Executive Director 
of Redeeming Life 
Outreach Ministries/
Sanford, FL was 
nominated and won the 
Guido Merkens Award 
on February 17, 2022 
at the Best Practices 
Ministry Conference 
in Phoenix, AZ.  This 
coveted award is given 
in memory of the beloved 
Rev. Dr. Guido Merkens, 
who founded Concordia 
Lutheran Church in San 
Antonio, TX in 1951.   
The award is intended 

for entrepreneurial 
commitment and is 
given to an individual in 
ministry who spares no 
effort and considers every 
idea to share the hope of 
the gospel with everyone.
DeWitt and her ministry 
team are passionate about 
bringing the hope of the 
Gospel to single, pregnant 
mothers and their babies!
  “Receiving the Guido 
Merkens Award is a 
great honor of which I, 
alone, am undeserving,” 
DeWitt offered. “Many, 
many people have walked 

this journey with me.  
However, I accept this 
award with joy and 
humility, on behalf of 
all who have made this 
ministry possible.  To walk 
in the legacy of Pastor 
Merkens is no small thing. 
He was a great example 
of God using His people 
as an instrument of His 
love, which is what I hope 
I can be to the women 
and babies we serve in His 
name. The encouragement 
this award brings is 
priceless and provides 
affirmation that we are 

honoring God and 
walking in His will.”
 Motivated 
by God’s grace, 
Redeeming Life 
Outreach Ministries 
seeks to reach out 
with the love of 
Christ to support 
single expectant 
and postpartum 
mothers. “We do this 
by providing a safe 
and stable home.” 
DeWitt continued. 
“The women have 
opportunities for 
growth in their 
relationship with 
their Savior, as well as 
career, parenting, and 
life skills education.”
 Redeeming Life is 
a Recognized Service 
Organization (RSO) of 
the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod 
and serves single, 
pregnant women 
and their unborn 
children. These 
women are often at-
risk of homelessness, 
domestic violence, or 
choosing abortion.  
As a pro-life ministry, 
Redeeming Life 
supports mothers 
whether they 
choose to parent or 
place their baby for 

About The Guido 
Merkens Award

Concordia/San Antonio, 
TX was founded in 1951 
by the Rev. Dr. Guido 
Merkens with 34 charter 
members.  From the very 
beginning, Concordia’s 
purpose and mission 
was clear: to reach the 
lost and to disciple those 
who are found. Pastor 
Merkens spared no effort 
and considered every idea 
to share the hope of the 
gospel with everyone.  
Such an entrepreneurial 
commitment to 
witness remains among 
Concordia’s members 
today, now 7,300 strong. 
Concordia is one of 
the Synod’s largest 
congregations. 

adoption. More 
information 
about 
Redeeming 
Life Outreach 
Ministries 
is available 
at 407-790-
9745 or info@
rlom.org.  s



District Calls Accepted
02/10/22 ���������Rev� Mark Mueller as Senior Pastor, 

Ascension/Casselberry, FL
03/01/22 ���������Rev� Roger Schoolcraft as IIM Pastor, Trinity/

Summerfield, FL
03/01/22 ���������Rev. Mark Stirdivant as Sole Pastor, Christ 

Our Savior/St� Augustine, FL
03/03/22 ���������Vicar Terrell Davis 
  as Sole Pastor, Peace/Decatur, GA
04/03/22 ���������Rev� Stephen Wiggins as Sole Pastor, St� 

Paul/Jacksonville, FL

Transferred Out of FLGA to Other Districts
01/14/22 ����������Rev� James Weist to Michigan District [O]
02/13/22 ���������Rev. Gary Held to Southern District 

[Candidate]
02/20/22 ���������Rev. Andrew Schroeder to Central Illinois 

District ([C]
02/25/22 ���������Rev� Mark Abram to Rocky Mountain District 

[E]

Transferred Into FLGA  from Other Districts
12/17/21 ����������Mr� Gary Merritt from Kansas [C]
01/17/22 ����������Rev� John Mason from Rocky Mountain [O]
01/27/22 ����������Mrs. Victoria Cordt from Texas [C]
01/31/22 ����������Rev. Anthony Steinbronn from New Jersey 

[O]
02/27/22 ���������Ms. Elizabeth Gallmeier from Texas [C]
02/27/22 ���������Mr. Edward Gallmeier from Texas [C]
03/09/22 ���������Ms� Kristie McMichael from Minnesota South 

[C]
03/10/22 ���������Ms. Judith Wiebold from Minnesota South [C]

Initial Placements of 
Ordained and Commission Ministers

04/03/22 ���������Ms. Kathleen Wenger from Concordia St. 
Paul (DCO)

Installations of 
Ordained and Commissioned Ministers

02/13/22 ���������Rev� Timothy Davis, Pastor, Trinity/Athens, 
GA

02/20/22 ���������Rev. Michel Ovil, Pastor, New Alliance 
Haitian Evangelical/West Palm Beach, FL

02/27/22 ���������Rev. Brett Snider, Associate Pastor, Holy 
Cross/South Daytona, FL

03/20/22 ���������Rev. Andre Mezilus, Pastor, Bethlehem 
Haitian/Immokalee, FL

04/03/22 ���������Rev� Roger Schoolcraft, IMM Pastor, Trinity/
Summerfield, FL

04/03/22 ���������Ms. Kathleen Wenger, DCO, Redeemer, 
Stuart, FL

04/10/22 ���������Rev� Terrell Davis, Pastor, Peace/Decatur, 
GA

Status Change
02/01/22 ���������Rev. Doug Hudson from Active to Emeritus
02/13/22 ���������Rev� Dennis Tegtmeier from Active to 

Emeritus
02/28/22 ���������Rev� Michael Duchene from Active to 

Emeritus
03/01/22 ���������Rev� Larry Schaefer from Active to Emeritus
03/18/22 ���������Rev� Chris Patterson from Active to 

Candidate

Called to Glory
04/03/22 ���������Rev� Milton Lehr [O]
04/04/22 ���������Rev. Donald Cario [O]

Removed From Roster
03/18/22 ���������Rev. Jasson Kalugendo ([O]
                        Voluntarily Resigned

Note Designations: (O) = Ordained; 
(SMP) = Specific Ministry Program; (C) = Commissioned
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CAPSULES

 Plans are underway for the 68th Regular Convention of 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), set for July 
29–Aug. 3, 2023, in Milwaukee, WI. The convention theme is 
“We Preach Christ Crucified,” based on 1 Cor. 1:18–25. 
The convention will take place at the Wisconsin Center in Milwaukee.
 Information about all-things related to the national convention, 
delayed one year due to COVID-19 restrictions, can be found on 
the Synod’s website: www.lcms.org/convention/national.  s
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 World Mission brings Jesus to 
people who have never heard of 
Jesus. In 2022, there are still 2 billion 
people (approximately 7,000 people 
groups) with their own language and 
culture in countries who have never 
heard the name Jesus. This means 
no pastor, no missionary, no Bible. 
 “Can you imagine never 
having an opportunity to know 
Jesus — or even that He exists?  
We specifically work with people 
groups who are at least 98% Muslim, 
Hindu or Animist,” explains Greg 
Kelley, CEO of World Mission.

 World Mission brings 
“TREASURES” (solar powered 
audio Bibles in the native tribal 
language) to these groups of 
people to teach them about Jesus 
through their network of local 
partners on the ground who 
are native to the area.  Each 
Treasure reaches approximately 
144 unreached people per year.  
 “We distribute tens of thousands 
of them throughout Northern 
Africa, the Middle East and Asia,” 
Kelley continues. “We couple 
these Treasure distributions with 

World Mission Celebrates Quarter Century of Help ing Spread God’s Word to Those That Need It Most
strategic humanitarian aid that is 
specific to the needs of the people 
group. We track fruit through 
listening groups, salvations, water 
baptisms, and church planting.”

Passport to the Nations
 This program for schools 
and churches teaches young 
people about fulfilling the Great 
Commission and Jesus’ last words. 
Students learn about different 
groups of people who have never 
heard the precious name of Jesus 
and how they can make a difference 
simply through collecting change. 
 “World Mission provides all 
program tools needed. Each student 
receives a passport and stamps as 
they visit each country,” Kelley 
says.  Downloadable resources have 
been developed for all age groups, 
including videos and many teaching 
aids to make the program easy 
for educators to implement. Visit 
our resource page to learn more. 
(www.worldmission.cc/hfjresources)
 “We’ve joyfully partnered 
with several LCMS districts and 
individual schools with the Hearts 
for Jesus program. Because of 
these partnerships, thousands 
of people have heard the name 
of Jesus for the first time! 
 “When our students and 
school families learned how much 
of an impact World Mission has 
through the dissemination of the 
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A Few Points About Greg Kelley 
and WORLD MISSION:
• HQ = Grand Rapids, MI
• Traveled and spoken in 
more than 50 countries. 
• Pioneered an infrastructure of 30 
national networks that represents 
1,000 international missionaries.
• Host of 2 mission podcasts
• Launched and connected 
dozens of local churches with 
short-term mission projects.
• Established a bible 
distribution and church planting 
infrastructure on 4 continents. 
• Coordinated dozens of clean 
water projects in Asia and Africa.
• Implemented humanitarian 
relief projects in Nepal, Cambodia, 
Pakistan, Kenya, The Philippines, 
Tanzania, India, Burma, Indonesia 
and Congo and more. 
GOALS:
• to invest in villages around 
the world who do not have 
access to the gospel.
• to distribute at least 50,000 
Treasure, audio Bibles every year 
to unreached people groups.
• to identify and support 
monthly compassion projects 
at the village level. 
• to work alongside international 
partners with a passion and 
conviction to improve their 
community by the power 
of the gospel message.
SPECIALTIES: 
Motivational speaker — preaching, 
Cross-cultural ministry, Missions 
mobilization for local churches,
Podcasts, Unreached People Groups.

World Mission Celebrates Quarter Century of Help ing Spread God’s Word to Those That Need It Most

Treasure, they were instantly 
onboard and surpassed my 
expectations in raising funds 
to help share the Gospel,” offers 
Gregory Johnson, Principal St. 
Michael’s Lutheran School in 
Portage, MI. “World Mission made 
our efforts easy and fun with 

their support and materials.” 
 “World Mission has been such 
a blessing to the schools here 
in Florida-Georgia,  nationally 
and across the world,” states 
Mark Brink, former executive 
director for schools and youth 
ministry in the FLGA District. 

“I am so grateful for the partnership we 
have enjoyed and pray for God’s richest 
blessings to you in the years ahead.”  s

For every $50 raised, one Treasure is 
distributed to an Unreached people 
group. The poster at left is one of the 
creative ways that schools show their 
students progress in raising funds for 
distributing the Gospel around the world.
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 Gary was a dedicated layperson 
at St. John’s Lutheran. He had been 
there for only three years since 
his company transferred him to 
Middletown to head up the division. 
After a few years of faithful 
worship and volunteering for 
various projects and leadership, he 
found himself in the vice president 
position. The question came out 
during an initial meeting with the 
president Charlie and the pastor.
 They had been talking about a 
lot of things going on at church and 
which problems should be addressed 
and which opportunities pursued or 
prioritized. Gary’s background was 
in Organizational Development 
and he was quite involved 
at his previous church. So 
the question came out of 
his mouth almost without 
thinking, but honestly it had 
been on his mind for some 
time. What Gary asked was, 
“What is St. John’s vision?”
 “Oh right, we did that a 
few years before you came. 
I’ve got it here somewhere” the 
pastor said. He rooted around 
in his desk and then on his 
laptop until he found what they 
came up with some six years 
before. “Here it is: ‘We are people 
loved by God to love others in the 
name of Jesus.’” Sounds good right?
 Since Gary was new-ish to the 
church, he didn’t want to make 
waves. He wanted to respect the 
pastor’s leadership and that of 
Charlie the long standing president. 
So he stopped himself from saying 
anything more. But they in turn 
saw the look on Gary’s face. “It’s ok 
Gary,” said Charlie. “We obviously 
haven’t been talking about it all 
that much, so we’d really like to 
hear what you’re thinking.” Pastor 
too said, “Please, we consider 
you a blessing to this church, 
share what’s on your mind.”
 So Gary began slowly. Almost 
apologetically he said that the vision 
question came to mind because the 
topics they were bringing up in the 
meeting could be prioritized and 
shaped by a good vision. So it was 
only natural for him to ask about 

it. Then Charlie said, “I’m guessing 
from the look on your face that this 
one isn’t so good. We all 
kind of got together one 
Saturday and wordsmith-
ed it six or so years ago. 
So help us understand, 
what makes a good 
vision?” Gary then began 
slowly and deliberately 
again. He said, “whether 
you call it a vision, a 
mission, a purpose or 
your ‘why’ — whatever you call 
it, the vision will describe the 
preferred future of the organization 
or in this case, the church, and 

prioritize where you want to 
steward your efforts. It becomes 
a mandate of what you should do 
and also what you should not do.”
 “Oh I get it” the pastor said. 
“While our current wording 
describes our church it doesn’t 
really help us to focus on what we 
can rally behind.” “That’s exactly it” 
said Gary. “A good vision will not 
only rally your efforts, beyond the 
standard activities of preaching and 
teaching and the sacraments, but 
it will also clarify the intersection 
between three things: what God 
wants, what the community 
needs and thirdly the gifts and 
resources of the congregation. It’s 
about good stewardship rather 
than the tyranny of the urgent 
or the pressure of loud voices.”
 Gary went on. “Then with 
a clear picture of each of those 
three segments intersect, and a 
unified understanding of where 
you want to go by God’s grace, you 

can more easily make decisions. 
When an opportunity comes up or 

someone has an idea for a board or 
committee, like build a building, 
start a new service or program, 
you can run it through that filter 

of the vision. If it fits you 
can all rally behind it with 
conviction. If not you can 
ask each other how it 
might be modified to better 
address where you believe 
God wants us to go. If it 
can’t everyone understands 
it’s not something that 
should be done.”
 Now it was time 
for Charlie to feel a bit 
sheepish. He said, “We 
tend to bicker about what 
we should do a little 
bit, both at the council 

meeting and in the parking 
lot.” Then pastor then jumped 
in, “Don’t kick yourself Charlie. 
This is a great day! It is a game 
changer. We are learning and the 
best learning is when you become 
aware of how you can improve. 
Gary, you are indeed a blessing 
to St John’s. Thank you Gary! So 
where do we go from here?”
 With that Gary began 
asking good questions to 
help Charlie and pastor think 
through their next steps. s

Rev. Scott Gress is believes in Growing 
People for Ministry by focussing on 
leadership, discipleship and teamwork. 
Contact Scott if you are interested in 
him working with you or your church. 
A free 30 minutes strategy session is 
available. The Coaching Leader Podcast 
is also available on most podcast 
platforms and his YouTube page. 
You can contact Scott through email 
scottgress@me.com or his blog page 
scottgress.com or at 561-542-4472.

by Scott Gress
Lutheran Counseling Services
Leadership Coach
Florida-Georgia District
scottgress@me.com

Vision? We Have a Vision?
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FLORIDAGEORGIA
Out and About in the District

Send Your News & Photos to lutheranlife@aol.com

 The boy’s varsity basketball 
team at St. Paul/Boca Raton, FL 
defended their state title in 2021 
by winning another state title in 
2022.  The year produced a 17-1 
record. They completed their 
season by competing in the National 
Tournament in Fort Wayne, IN.   

St Paul/Boca Raton Varsity Defends State Championship

 The Florida Lutheran Athletic 
Association 2022 Tournament was 
played at St. Lukes/Oviedo, FL 
Founders Hall on Saturday, February 
19th and was live-streamed for 
those who could not attend.
 St. Paul’s Owen Mayville and 
Nick Testa were named to the State 

All Tournament team with Nick 
(#22) winning the Most Valuable 
Player of the tournament.
 St. Paul’s coaches are 
Matt Wargo (left) and Pastor 
Steve Carretto.  s

Bethany/
Leesburg FL 
celebrated 
the one-year 
anniversary of 
the installation of 
Pastor Mike Hanel 
this past March.  
Congregation 
President 
Colletta Doll 
thanked Pastor 
Mike for his 
spiritual guidance 
throughout the 
past year. s



Lutheran Church Extension Fund’s (LCEF) SMART Loan 
is designed to meet the short-term financial needs of 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod elementary, middle 
and high schools.

Lutheran Church Extension Fund-Missouri Synod. 10733 Sunset Office Drive, Suite 300, St. Louis, MO 63127-
1020. 800-843-5233. lcef.org. NMLS #3444. Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee (MB.0006057). Loans made or 
arranged pursuant to a California Law License (6037619). For more information on LCEF’s lending license go to  
lcef.org/state-disclosures/.

n �SECURITY upgrades and system enhancements, 
including energy-efficiency projects

n �MAINTENANCE and other facility upgrades, including 
playground equipment

n �ACADEMIC resources for classroom use

n �REPAIRS for both the building and fleet  
(can also be used for vehicle purchases)

n �TECHNOLOGY needs and equipment leases, purchases 
and upgrades

BENEFITS AND FEATURES
n �0% interest for the first 12 months

n �Borrow up to $150,000

n �Loan payments structured up to 10 years, depending on 
needs

n �Payments for the second 12 months determined using 
LCEF’s Cost of Funds

n �Payments for the remaining term of the loan determined 
using LCEF’s Cost of Funds plus up  
to 2.5%, adjusted annually

n �Low closing fees

n ��No prepayment penalties

SMART LOANS
FOR EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
SECURITY | MAINTENANCE
ACADEMIC | REPAIRS
TECHNOLOGY

Jay Wendland
District Vice President, Florida-Georgia District
407-258-5041, Jay.Wendland@lcef.org

Sioux FallS lutheran School, Sioux FallS, SD

GET STARTED TODAY!
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 Kantor Myles Hayden took three of Grace/
St. Petersburg, FL’s school ensembles — 
orchestra, hand bells, and children’s choir —  to 
the Florida-Georgia Lutheran Music Festival 
held at St. Paul/Lakeland, FL. “A lot of hard 
work by the kids paid off,” Hayden explains. 
“We had 1 Superior and 2 Excellents! 
We even performed a piece written 
by my grandfather, Fredric Kamprath, 
which received very high marks!”
 Congratulations are in order for the Wildcat 
Orchestra, Bells of Grace and Choristers who 
all participated under Hayden’s direction.  s

Two District Schools Report Superior Ratings at
Lutheran Schools Music Festival

Held at St. Paul/Lakeland, Florida

 Rebecca Schaffer took St. Paul/Boca Raton, FL’s 
St. Paul Lutheran’s Middle School Choir and Falcon Ringers 
to the District Music Festival. They performed and received 
the top rating from the judges. “We are very proud of 
their musicianship and how hard they worked to receive 
their Superior ratings,” Schaffer emphasizes.  s

 Our Savior/Plantation, FL recently 
installed Shaina Danile as DCE Intern.
 Shaina Danile is from Longmont, Colorado. Her 
fiance, Michael Grundstrom, is from Rapid City, 
South Dakota and is studying elementary education. 
They are both graduating from Concordia/Nebraska. 
She is currently majoring in Christian Educational 
Leadership with a certification in DCE, Psychology, 
Behavioral Science, and a minor in American Sign 

Our Savior/Plantation Installs DCE Intern
Language at Concordia/
Nebraska. Shaina is passionate 
about DCE ministry because 
she has experienced the life 
changing love of Christ and 
wants everyone to know 
that same love. Shaina enjoys 
baking in her free time.  s
 

Miami Congregations Join Forces for
Living Lord’s Supper

 Holy Cross/North Miami, FL 
joined with St. Andrews/Hialeah, FL 
for a Holy Week re-creation of the 
Lord’s Supper. Held in Holy Cross’s 

sanctuary, they worked together and 
re-created Leonardo Da Vinci’s The 
Last Supper is brought to life in “The 
Living Lord’s Supper” with costumes 

telling the story of Jesus and his 
twelve disciples as they give their 
account of their time with Jesus. s
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 The 50th anniversary of Zion/
Ft. Myers, FL’s chartering was 
celebrated by inviting founding 
Pastor Timothy Fangmeier to 
return and preach at a special 
service on January 2nd – 50 years 
to the day after the event!
 Rev. Fangmeier served as first 
pastor of the mission congregation 
in South Ft. Myers — which began 
as a daughter congregation of St. 
Michael, the area’s “mother church.”
 Participating in the service 
were, (above photo from left), 
Rev. Henry Simon, contemporary 
worship coordinator; Rev. Dr. 
Curtis Deterding, senior pastor; 
Rev. Timothy Fangmeier, founding 
pastor and preacher; and Rev. Dr. 
Donald Hinchey, winter pastor. 
 In photo at right are charter 
members Joan Henry, Rae 
Fangmeier, Phyllis Shultz, Rev. 
Timothy Fangmeier, Dee Westphal 
and Vern Westphal.  s

Zion/Ft. Myers Celebrates Golden Anniversary



 Family of Christ/Tampa, 
FL hosted “Night of Knights” 
— a fundraiser to support the 
expanding campus and programs 
of their school. “We are extremely 
enthusiastic about our new building 
on campus which has added four 
classrooms for our students,”  stated 
Jennifer Snow, principal. “God is 

Family of Christ/Tampa Hosts “Night of Knights”
steadily growing our school! In 
March we hosted ‘An Enchanted 
Evening — Night of Knights,’ our 
16th annual fundraiser. Our parents 
and staff came together to raise 
funds to help with our growing 
population of students. It was a 
wonderful evening and plenty 
of fun for all our particpants.”

 In photos below from upper 
left — students in one of the 
new classrooms; Jennifer Snow, 
principal, Kimberly Andreasen, 
teaching assistant, Tara Ohlrich, 
art teacher, and Karen Saa, a 
school parent. Bottom photo 
shows the new building that is 
home to four classrooms.   s

 The Rev. Timothy David to Trinity Lutheran Church in Athens, GA! He was 
ordained and installed at Trinity as their sole Pastor on Sunday, February 13.

Front Row: L-R: Rev. David Wesche, Rev. James Rockey, Rev. Timothy Davis, Rev. 
Andrew Schroeder, Rev. Aaron Reinking, Rev. Albert Oren, Rev. Gerhard Michael
Back Row: L-R: Rev. Gregory Michael, Rev. Daniel Sparling, Rev. Paul Droutz
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From left: Sandy Howell, Janet Reitzel and Pam Lattz

 On Sunday, February 27 Bethany/
Leesburg, FL took in 13 new members.  
On Saturday, March 5 a new member 
brunch was held with more than 40 
new members and congregation 
leadership in attendance. Before 
brunch was served, tablemates were to 
answer questions to get to know each 
other ‘if you were an animal what you 
be?  Favorite ice cream? Worst job?  A 
powerpoint presentation was shown 
explaining different ministries and ‘jobs’ 
within the church. It proved to be an 
exceptional way to introduce leadership 
and ministries of the congregation. s

 Sunday February 13th was a special day for the 
members of Hope/Plant City, FL. The Human Care 
Ministry Team hosted their annual Teddy Bear Sunday.  
 This annual event encourages Hope members and 
friends to bring a new teddy bear to church with them 
on the Sunday closest to Valentines Day. The bears 
then form a “Bear Mountain” in front of the altar in 
Hope’s sanctuary. Following the service, the bears are 
tagged with a special note that shares John 3:16 and 
that they are given with love by members of Hope.  
 This year Hope is excited to donate their bears (more 
than 100 of them) to Lots of Hugs Summer Camp operated 
by Plant City Black Heritage Foundation. In prior years, 
Hope has donated bears to the Plant City Police and Fire 
Departments, the Baptist Children’s Home and many others 
who are able to share the bears with those who need that 
special comfort that only a teddy bear can give.  According 
to team leader, Sandy Howell “these bears are given out of 
love by Hope members who are excited to share their love 
of Jesus.  As Lots of Hugs meets each summer at Hope, we 
are thrilled to share these with the campers this year.”   s

 The Rev. Brett Snider was installed at 
Holy Cross /South Daytona, FL as Associate 
Pastor on Sunday, February 27. Shown 
in photo (from left) are Pastors David 
Schillinger, Senior Pastor Holy Cross; Brett 
Snider and Peter Meier, FLGA Executive 
Director for Missions and Outreach. s



22

 “‘Ta-da!’ — was our 
repeated expression of joy 
as we experienced the soul-
filled contentment of living in 
Christ and knowing that He is 
always there for us,” describes 
Lois Schaefer, one of the 
participants at the Amazing 
Grace/Oxford (The Villages), 
FL Women’s Retreat this year. 
“Those words of acclamation 
were only one of the many take-
aways from the  guest speaker, 
humorist Jan Struck, offered 
many delightful insights into 
our theme of The Big Three:  
living joyfully, praying 
continually and giving thanks 
in all circumstances, as found 
in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, to 
help us get through tumultuous 
times. And Jan taught us, 
through humor, stories and 
Scripture how to weave these 
concepts into our lives.” 
 The service project resulted 
in great fellowship as the ladies 
joyfully produced 43 fleece-
tied blankets that will serve 
as one of the many items to 
be included in their April 2022 
cancer care packages packing 
event to bring hope to those 
ministered to by Phil’s Friends. 
 According to Schaefer, 
109 women participated and 
enjoyed a truly Spirit-filled day 
— and approximately 70 of the 
ladies were not members.
 Here’s what one of 
them had to say: “What a 
wonderful retreat today! I had 
a great time and I could feel 
the love from your church. 
The fellowship was amazing 
and I went home to tell my 
husband all about it and could 
not stop talking! I can’t wait 
till the next one. May God 
bless each and every one of 
you and please continue to 
spread the Word of God.”  s

Amazing Grace 
Ladies Annual 
Retreat Included 
70 Non-Members
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Our Savior/
Zephyrhills, FL 
was blessed to 
have a new LED 
sign installed. 
Congregation 
members made 
contributions and 
LCEF provided the 
financing.  s

Trinity/Athens, GA celebrated the 
installation of The Rev. Timothy Davis 
early this year as their sole pastor. 
He comes from Wray, Colorado.
 Participating in the installation 
service are Pastors (Front Row: L-R) 
David Wesche,  James Rockey, Timothy 
Davis, Andrew Schroeder, Aaron 
Reinking, Albert Oren, Gerhard Michael
(Back Row: L-R) Gregory Michael, 
Daniel Sparling, Paul Droutz.   s

Redeemer/Stuart, FL’s  Middle 
School Students enjoyed 
an outdoor education 
opportunity at Warren Willis 
in Fruitland Park, FL — where 
they enjoyed tree climbing, a 
ropes course and numerous 
team building activities. s

Peace/Decatur, GA celebrated the installation 
of The Rev. Terrell Davis on Sunday, April 10th. 
He was ordained in early April at his home 
congregation in the Southeast District. The pastors 
participating are (Front row left to right): The 
Revs. Gerhard Michael, Greg Walton, Terrell Davis, 
Roosevelt Gray, Wilton Heyliger, Mike Ramey
Back row: Joe Warnke, Vic Belton, 
Larry Townsend, Carl Morten. s
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 Lutheran Church of Providence/
Deltona, FL has completed their  
third successful year of quilting 
— meeting their 100-quilt quota. 
They were able to send 92 quilts 
to Quilts for World Relief and the 

remaining quilts were sold a the 
congregation’s Quilt Sale and Raffle.
 The quilts will be sent all over the 
world to areas in need.  Each year 
they strive to produce more quilts to 
be used as shelter, bedding or tents.

 In photo at right, (from 
left) are congregation friends 
Terrence and Inez Laylor with 
congregation members Carol 
Huebner, Sandy Wylie, Nan Giometti 
and Danielle Cummings.   s

 Katie Wenger has joined Redeemer/Stuart, FL as the new 
Director of Youth and Family Outreach. She is a recent graduate 
from Concordia University/St. Paul, MN where she studied 
Christian Ministry, Theology, and Non-Profit Management. 
 “The opportunity to expand community relationships and 
partners through service projects is what really drew me to Redeemer 
Lutheran Church & School,” Wenger said. “I look forward to these new 
connections to work with the congregation as we together share the 
love and message of Jesus. Not only am I looking to serve alongside 
you, I am looking forward to exploring Stuart. I am someone who 
enjoys staying active through hiking, exploring and exercising, and I also 
love local coffee shops and a good book. Along with staying outside 
in the sunshine, I like to spend time baking and with my family.” s

From left, Redeemer’s Rev. David Albers, Katie Wenger, and Rev. Stanley Allen

 Good Shepherd/N Ft Myers, FL celebrated nine baptisms recently and have four more coming this 
month. Pastor Robert Davis reports “The Kingdom Jesus the Lamb has redeemed from every tribe and 
language —  Hispanic, Vietnamese, African American, Caucasian —and both adult and child!”   s
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 The Men’s Ministry of St. Paul/
Boca Raton, FL held their annual 
retreat at Westgate River Ranch 
Resort & Rodeo — where 22 men 
played golf, fished, shot trap 
and skeet, and enjoyed beautiful 
weather. Bible study was led 
by  St. Paul’s Vicar Brendan 
Bettcher and focused on how to 
make God-honoring decisions. 
The weekend was organized by 
Retreat Chairman Jeff Potter, 
St. Paul School’s Assistant 
Principal, with help from 
several members of the Men’s 
Ministry leadership team.  s

 Not only did first-
graders sing at 9 am worship 
in late March at  St. Paul/
Boca Raton, FL but they 
received their personal 
Adventure Bibles to walk 
forward as children of 
their Heavenly Father. 
This is an annual tradition 
for the South Florida 
congregation. Designed 
for ages 8 through 12, it’s 
not unusual to see parents 
and other adults opening 
it and following scripture 
readings during worship. s 
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 Redeemer/Stuart FL performed 
their All-School Musical “Frozen” in 
March to a packed house of more 
than 500 people from the church, 
school and community. This is a free 
event for the community. All grade 
levels are involved in the production.

 The musical is based on th 
2013 Disney film. The Broadway 
production launched in 2018. The 
story centers on the relationship 
between two sisters who are 
princesses, Elsa and Anna. Elsa 
has magical powers to freeze 

objects and people, which she 
does not know how to control. 
After inheriting the throne, Elsa 
flees, inadvertently causes the 
kingdom to become frozen in an 
eternal winter, and nearly kills 
her sister. She must sacrifice and 
show true love to save the day. s

Musical “Frozen” Completes Successful Run in Stuart



27

 Moriah Comfort Dog received 
her official vest and commissioning 
on Sunday, March 20 at St. Luke’s/
Oviedo, FL. Her team of 10 handlers 
joined her, along with Peace Comfort 
Dog from Trinity/Orlando, FL. The 
celebration provided support and 
some playtime after the service.
 Lutheran Church Charities 
comfort dogs interact with people 
at churches, schools, nursing homes, 
disaster response situations, etc. 
They are friends who bring a calming 
influence and allow people to open 
their hearts and receive help for 
what is affecting them. Comfort 
Dogs are available to visit your 
church, hospital, nursing home 
or group. For more information 
contact the District Office.  s 

Moriah Welcomed Into Comfort Dog Ministry at St. Luke’s

Redeemer/Stuart, FL enjoyed “Palm Sunday in the Park” which included worship followed by 
breakfast and an Easter egg hunt. It was held at Indian Riverside Park in Stuart.   s
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 Campus Minister at Christus 
Victor Lutheran Church & 
Student Center Location/
Athens GA, reports a continuing 
effort to foster relationships with 
students — creating a welcoming 
environment for new students 
and encouraging invitation of 
friends and others on campus 
to various events and studies. 
 “It has 
been an 
interesting 
two years on 
campus with 
our student 
population 
both 
‘concerned’ 
and 
‘unconcerned’ 
about COVID. 
Some wear a 
mask outside; 
others don’t 
want to wear 
a mask at all. Some students 
have been concerned about 
gathering; others don’t recognize 
normal social boundaries. Some 
behave out of concern for others; 
others behave out of concern 
for themselves. These are just a 
taste of the complexity of campus 
ministry as we engage people 
from different backgrounds, 
communities, social and religious 
beliefs. Campus ministry is not 
homogenous, Pastor Michael 
explains. “And yet, campus 
ministry is very homogenous. We 
have one type of student here at 
the University of Georgia. No, I 
am not talking about winners or 
those reflecting on their football 
team winning the national 
championship. I am talking 
about sinners who need freedom 
from themselves and the self-
centered mindset of the world. 
We have people who struggle 
with relationships because they 
know the isolation sin causes 
between themselves and God 
and themselves and others. We 
have people for whom Christ died 
and who need the restoration 
and freedom only He brings.
 “It is complicated and yet 
simple. That is the situation we 

face as we seek to serve students. 
So many different life situations 
and yet one basic need that they 
and we all know. In that light, we 
approach campus ministry; in that 
light, we approach the mission.
What does that look like? Well, it 
looks like a personal approach. 
It looks like taking the time 
to care about a person and not 

a demographic. 
We seek to have 
opportunities for 
students to build 
relationships and in 
those relationships 
learn about and 
grow in Christ. 
As a result, we 
try to facilitate 
opportunities 
that make it easy 
for a student to 
invite a friend. 
 “No, I am not 
talking about 

the worship service; I mean 
opportunities that are accessible 
to the “uninducted.” Movie nights, 
game nights, meals, trivia nights 
that are on-site and less formal 
small group activities off-site. In 
the midst of the relationships, we 
communicate the hope and life 
we have been given as God frees 
us for relationship with him and 
with others. What does that mean? 
It means each student is someone 
who is sent. They engage other 
students in their day-to-day lives. 
They have the avenues in the real 
world to develop relationships 
and help people see Jesus 
through their words and deeds. 
 “They engage a person 
and the complexity of that 
particular person’s life. They 
are the missionaries. I primarily 
seek to support, nourish, and 
encourage those being sent and 
those being brought. Make no 
mistake, I am sent in my daily 
life as I engage people in my 
various capacities in life; but 
the key components to reaching 
out on campus are the people 
who engage students, faculty, 
and staff day in and day out.
Such a task is a challenge. Being 
a missionary is not easy. There is 

rejection and there are setbacks.
 Progress might be made in a 
relationship and then something 
happens. In addition, different 
individuals have different gifts and 
abilities. Some students are more 
outgoing and have many contacts; 
others only have a few meaningful 
contacts. As a result, the ‘reach’ 
is going to look different. 
 “Turnover also plays a 
role,” he continues. “Students 
graduate; students transfer. It is 
a difficult task. It can be labor 
intensive and take resources. 
The numbers may not always 
look flashy and at times it may 
be frustrating. But it is about 
the persons for whom Christ 
died, and so we continue on.
And as we do, we realize, in 
this simply complicated world, 
the homogeneity is really there. 
Every community, every culture 
looks the same. It is filled with 
complex lives of people who 
need Jesus. As a result, we 
pray that we are seeking to 
develop the missionaries not 
just for their time on campus 
but for their entire lives.

Example of masked vs. unmasked 
students at The University of Georgia

Pastor Greg Michael Addresses Challenges,
Rewards of Campus Ministry at University of Georgia

 “We recently gathered in 
Tifton, GA with students from 
Florida State University for our 
annual spring retreat. We enjoyed 
time together investigating our 
baptismal identities and the 
implications that has on all aspects 
of life. We also enjoyed serving 
— assembling sack lunches for 
children in need, visiting the 
Georgia Museum of Agriculture, 
exploring Tifton, and worshiping 
together on Sunday morning.” s
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Pastor Greg Michael leads a small-group Bible study at Christus Victor

Campus Ministers Share News From
Ministries Throughout the District

 “Teaching at Florida Gulf Coast 
University [FGCU] has had its 
opportunities,” says The Rev. John 
Roth, campus minister. “A student, 
Andrea,  is from Columbia and she 
shares this experience with us:  
 “Dear Pastor Roth, I hope this 
email finds you doing well. I am 
writing to thank you for the amazing 
New Testament course we had last 
semester. All the things I learned 
helped me to better understand and 
strengthen my faith. And had also 
helped me to share the Gospel with 
others. I am so thankful for all the 
things I leaned about the history 
behind the Bible — and even more 
— for the exegetical paper. I cannot 
even explain what a blessing it has 
been to do my exegetical paper in the 
parable of the prodigal son, all the 
hard work was worth it. Luke 15 is 
truly the Gospel within the Gospel! 
It has allowed me to understand my 
need of a savior and God’s merciful 
love for me, which has completely 
changed the way I view repentance 
and God’s heart towards sinners. I 
just went on a mission trip to Puerto 
Rico with friends from Chi Alpha, and 
every time I shared with others about 
Luke 15, their eyes light up and they 
could truly understand their need for 
Jesus and God’s love for them. God is 
good, and many girls that I talked to 
have accepted Jesus as their Lord and 
savior! So, I just wanted to thank you 
for such an amazing class, now I feel 
more confident and ready to share 
my faith, God bless you Dr. Roth.
Sincerely, Andrea”
 Roth says he will be teaching 
the New Testament again this fall 
along with an honors leadership 
class and world religions. “These 
three courses give me interactions 
with about 100 students at FGCU 
— most whom are not Christian 
or are nominally Christian.”  
 The Rev. Jay Winters offers this 
report from University Lutheran 
at Florida State University/
Tallahassee, FL: “Ash Wednesday 
provided us with a possibility to 
forgive some sins. Our  members 
headed out to Landis Green (the 
central greenspace on campus) 
with a bowl full of ashes, a handful 
of brochures that had a service for 
private confession and absolution 

printed on them. We 
placed ourselves in 
the central walk way 
for campus and began 
asking people, ‘Would 
you like to observe 
Ash Wednesday 
today?’ When people 
stopped, we would go 
through the service 
of confession and 
absolution, placing the 
ash cross on their head. 
We also had an online 
survey that we encouraged people to 
take after they were done. All in all 
we forgave about 70 people of their 
sins that day, which 
isn’t a bad day at 
all,” Winters says.
 Campus Minister 
Kalli Wied reports 
that she is working 
closely with District 
Mission Executive, 
Pastor Peter 
Meier, to ensure a 
smooth transition 
on the campus 
of University of 
Central Florida. 
Wied is moving out 
of the area at the 
conclusion of this 
spring’s semester. s
 

This couple met participating in the LIVE 
student ministry program at University of 
Central Florida. When they became engaged 
they were celebrated with cheesecake and 
sparkling cider at a recent bible study.

Students receive ashes 
on Ash Wednesday



30

 Fredric W. Kamprath, 85, of Boca 
Raton passed away on Tuesday, 
March 22, 2022, and has joined 
his eight siblings praising God in 
heaven. “Fritz” is survived by his 
wife, Lei Lani, 84, of Boca Raton, 
and his daughter Tamara Hayden 
and husband Thomas of Cumming, 
Georgia, daughter Kimberly Grose 
and husband Russell of Richmond, 
Michigan, son Michael Kamprath 
and wife Gloria of Mountain View, 
California, and daughter Heather 
Batson and husband James of 
Delray Beach, Florida. Fritz and Lani 
have nine grandchildren Myles, 
Tristan, Noel, Ethan, Faith, August, 
Tamsen, Madeline, and Kayla. 
 Originally from Seward, 
Nebraska, the ninth child of Robert 
and Anna Kamprath, Fritz attended 
the Concordia Teachers College (now 
Concordia University) of Seward 
Nebraska, obtaining a teaching 
degree specializing in music . . 
. and later obtained his Masters 
degree in Teaching from Saginaw 

Valley University in Michigan. 
Fredric started his teaching career 
in Montebello, California, at St. 
John’s Lutheran Lutheran Church 
and School in 1958. There he met 
his wife, Lei Lani, who also taught 
there. They both enjoyed their 
teaching careers together and held 
additional teaching positions in 
Oakland, California, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, and Detroit, Michigan. 
Fredric’s and Lei Lani’s last position 
before their retirements in 2003 
and 1999 (respectively) was at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church & School in 
Boca Raton, Florida, where Fritz 
taught multiple grade levels while 
serving as Minister of Music.
 Kamprath regularly participated 
in the FLGA District Student Music 
Festivals with his school choirs.
 Fritz’s passions in life were 
his faith in Jesus, his family, 
teaching children, and playing 
music, notably on the organ. He 
produced several school operettas. 
In addition to singing bass with 

Former Music Minister Fritz Kamprath Enters Eternal Rest

South Florida’s Nova Singers, Fritz 
directed handbells, the sanctuary 
festival choir, several student choral 
organizations and founded St. Paul’s 
Male Chorus (originally a quartet). 
He enjoyed making pancakes and 
brewing beer and sharing both 
with family and friends.  s

 “Thanks be to God 
for a private donor who 
recognized that our New 
Life Village House needed 
a new refrigerator and 
dishwasher!” exclaims 
Pastor Joseph Song of 
Stepping Stone Mission. 
“As both appliances are 
critical for maintaining 
a working kitchen and 
livable house, they are a 
much-appreciated gift. The 
state-of-the-art appliances 
will be put to good use as 
for our future retreats, 
youth group visits, and 
other missional purposes.”
 Earlier this year, 
the ministry was also 
blessed with a donation 
of a storage refrigerator 
by a private donor.  This 
refrigerator has been 
very helpful for storing 
food for Stepping Stones’ 
weekly distributions.   s 

Stepping Stone Mission Receives 
Generous Donation of New Appliances



 The Rev. Donald Cario passed 
to his heavenly home on Monday, 

April 4, 2022, 
The Reverend 
Donald A. 
Cario, Emeritus, 
Cartersville, 
Georgia.
 Pastor Cario, 
a 1983 graduate 
of Concordia 
Theological 
Seminary, 
Ft. Wayne, 
IN, served 
congregations 

in Michigan, Pennsylvania and New 
York prior to retiring to Georgia, 
where he continued to serve.
 A Celebration of Life 
was held at Savior of All/
Cartersville, Georgia.  s
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 On Sunday, April 3, 2022, The 
Reverend Milton Lehr, Emeritus, 
founding Pastor of Forest Oaks/
Spring Hill, FL, was called to his 
heavenly home to be with Jesus, 
just past his 89th birthday.
 A 1958 graduate of Concordia 
Seminary/St. Louis, MO, he served 
in Wisconsin, Illinois and Missouri 
before founding Forest Oaks. He 
continued to serve for many years 
touching lives for Jesus, until his
health declined. Much beloved by 
many, he now has joined his wife 
Janet in the presence of Jesus.
 Lehr retired in 2008 after 
more than 50 years in the 
ministry. He served Forest Oaks 
for 24 years. His successor, the 
Rev. Glenn Fischer, came from 
Alabama to be the associate 
pastor in 2003 and Lehr and 
Fisher worked together as a team 
for five years to ensure a smooth 
transition for the congregation.
 Lehr’s wife, Jan, served as 
organist for the first 10 years 
of the couple’s ministry there. 

She also directed the hand bell 
choir, substituted for the current 
organist and has filled in as 
church secretary when needed.
 Pastor Lehr recalled when he 
began his trek toward the ministry. 
He was about to enter high school. 
“I left home after the eighth grade, 
in 1947, to begin my preministerial 
training at Concordia High School 
and College in Fort Wayne, Ind.,” 
he said in an earlier interview. 
“Our system of educating pastors 
in those days was that they would 
go at a young age, and we all left 
home to study in our freshman 
year. There were four years of high 
school and two years of college.”
 Lehr had two uncles and 
three cousins who were Lutheran 
pastors and another two uncles 
who were Lutheran schoolteachers, 
it isn’t surprising that he was 
urged in that direction. “I had 
the seeds planted at an early 
age,” Lehr said. “I never wish 
I’d done something different.”

Thr Rev. Milton Lehr and 
Jan at home in Lutheran 
Haven in March, 2020

Founding Pastor of Forest Oaks/ Spring Hill, FL Called to Glory

 A Celebration of Life service for 
both Milton and Janet, (who passed 
70 days prior on January 23rd) is
being planned for May at Forest 
Oaks in Spring Hill, FL.  s

 Rev. Ernest (Rod) Houppert 
was serving Saint Paul /
Wallis, TX when he was
called to his 
heavenly home on 
March 19, 2022.
 Pastor Rod was 
known, by many, 
as the “Motorcycle 
Pastor.” He was the 
proud owner of a 
Kawasaki Vulcan 
900 and wore the full 
motorcycle riding gear 
of a “biker” (safer to 
be dressed properly) 
leather jacket, head 
bandana, helmet, and 
chaps. He loved going 
on road trips and for a time traveled 
extensively via his motorbike, 
camping most of the time. He loved 

University of Alabama football, 
music, movies, video games, 
and gathering with friends to 

have a cold brew 
and discuss “life, 
the universe and 
everything.” 
 Pastor Houppert 
served The 
Lutheran Church 
of the Holy Trinity/
Macon, Georgia,
as well as in the 
Southeastern, 
Southern and 
Texas Districts.
He is survived by his 
brother Ed in Lilburn, 
Georgia. A  memorial 

service was held at Oak Road/ 
Lilburn, Georgia in April.  s

Motorcycle Pastor Rod Houppert
Called Home From Texas

Former Macon, GA Pastor
The Rev. Donald Cario
Cartersville, GA Pastor
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on Park Lake Circle off of Colonial Drive — before building 
the District Office headquarters on Monetary Circle. Back 
then Walton could put on a pair of cowboy books and some 

skinny jeans, a plaid shirt and 
walk into one of the country 
western bars and fit right in! 
         I remember visiting some of 
those country music pubs with 
Pastor Dennis Bartels, (a clergy 
board member from Holy Cross/
North Miami, FL) Judy Meyer (a 
board member from Redeemer/
Stuart, FL) and Pastor Walton 
and we’d share a pitcher of ice 
cold beer, some chicken wings 
and plenty of laughs after a day 
of conducting District business.
         Fast forward to Walton 
getting elected president. It 
was a watershed moment for 
the board. Edith became the 
consummate hostess and invited 
us to their home for dinner 
and relaxation. It was magical. 
We went from returning to 
our hotel rooms after day-
long meetings (often to check 
e-mails and return family and 
business telephone calls) to 
bonding with one another and 
sharing family, congregation 
and school news. We shared 
births, deaths, laughter and 
tears with each other. Greg & 
Edith’s backyard became the 
board room for a few hours. 

Instead of a conference table we sat around the pool or 
firepit. They always managed to fit the entire board of 
directors along with our spouses in their home. The district 
staff was there too! And their spouses! It was magical.
 The next District President — whom we will elect in 
June of this year — has some big shoes to fill. But he’ll 
enjoy the phenomenal executive team, support staff 
and board membership that has been built in Orlando’s 
District Headquarters. He’ll find an easy transition.
 And for that, we can thank Greg and Edith Walton.  s

 If you have ever heard the song “Time To Say Goodbye” 
it may confuse you as much as it does me. While I love the 
title of the song, the lyrics don’t seem to make much sense:
“Time to say goodbye
To countries I never saw
and shared with you
Now, yes, I shall see them
I’ll go with you
Without true light of 
my own with you
I will go on ships overseas
Which, I know don’t 
exist anymore
It’s time to say goodbye.”
 It doesn’t appear the 
song comes from any film. My 
research tells me that Andrea 
Bocelli first recorded it in Italian 
(maybe the lyrics weren’t 
properly translated into English) 
and later, Sara Brightman 
gave it an English spin. Both 
are gifted vocalists — but 
it still doesn’t add any real 
meaning to the lyrics for me.
 Nevertheless, the title 
is appropriate for me this 
month as we, together, say 
goodbye to our beloved 
FLGA District President, Greg 
Walton and his treasured 
partner and wife, Edith. 
They’ve been an inspiration 
to our District since they first 
settled into Toccoa, GA back 
in the 1980s. They’ll be missed 
as they relocate to the Atlanta, GA area — to be 
closer to their children and grandchildren.
 I wonder what they’ll do? They’re transplanted New 
Yorkers who quickly adapted to the Georgia mountains. 
I first met President Walton when he was a pastor at 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Toccoa, GA. He was a Pastoral 
District board member and distance-wise was probably 
the member who traveled the furthest (525 miles) to 
attend our meetings in Orlando. It may have been before 
airplanes were invented! Back then, I think, we were still 
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