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DISTRICT CAPSULES
District Calls Accepted
02/10/22 ���������Rev. Mark Mueller as Senior Pastor,
Ascension/Casselberry, FL
03/01/22 ���������Rev. Roger Schoolcraft as IIM Pastor, Trinity/
Summerfield, FL
03/01/22 ���������Rev. Mark Stirdivant as Sole Pastor, Christ
Our Savior/St. Augustine, FL
03/03/22 ���������Vicar Terrell Davis
		as Sole Pastor, Peace/Decatur, GA
04/03/22 ���������Rev. Stephen Wiggins as Sole Pastor, St.
Paul/Jacksonville, FL
Transferred Out of FLGA to Other Districts
06/01/22 ���������Rev. Eric Eichinger (O) to Pacific SW
06/29/22 ���������Rev. Richard Rossow (O) to Michigan
07/01/22 ����������Ms. Joy Reitsma (C) to Central Illinois
Transferred Into FLGA from Other Districts
04/06/22 ���������Mr. James Knoepfel (C) from Nebraska
04/21/22 ���������Mr. Kenneth Stravers (C) from SWD
06/01/22 ���������Rev. James Krach (O) from Michigan
07/01/22 ����������Ms. Mary Rode (C) from Pacific Southwest
07/01/22 ����������Ms. Wendy Morris (C) from Missouri

Installations of
Ordained and Commissioned Ministers
04/24/22 ���������Rev. Anthony Arias (O) as Pastor-SMP at
Peace/Wauchula, FL
05/29/22 ���������Rev. Jean Parent (O) as Sole Pastor Zion
Haitian/Palm Bay, FL
06/11/22 ����������Rev. James Krach (O) as Sole Pastor Hope/
Bradenton, FL
07/01/22 ����������Rev. Tim Barber (O) as Sole Pastor at
Epiphany/Tallahassee, FL
Called to Glory
04/29/22 ���������Mrs. Jackie Lynn Okun (C)
05/05/22 ���������Rev. Dr. Juan A. Gonzalez (O)
05/06/22 ���������Rev. Dr. Christopher Rodger Meyer (O)
Church Changes
Peace Lutheran, Wauchula, FL Dual Parish with
Grace Lutheran, Arcadia, FL
Note Designations: (O) = Ordained;
(SMP) = Specific Ministry Program; (C) = Commissioned

Initial Placements of
Ordained and Commission Ministers
07/01/22 ����������Vicar Tim Barber (O) as Sole Pastor of
Epiphany/Tallahassee, FL from Concordia
Seminary, St. Louis, MO
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President James Rockey and
President Emeritus Greg Walton
at the District Convention

President Emeritus Greg Walton soars
above his family at a vacation on Amelia
Island following the District Convention
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James Rockey Elected FLGA District President

The Rev. James
Rockey, pastor at
Amazing Grace Lutheran
Church in Oxford, FL
was elected the new
District President on
the third ballot at the
Triennium Convention
of the District in June.
Rockey grew up in
Florida and was greatly
influenced by his parents
who lived life daily in
service to the Lord, as
well as by his childhood
pastor, the Rev. Bob
Besalski — whom he
still considers a mentor,
friend and encourager.
They speak frequently.
President Rockey
has immense respect
for the FL-GA District
Presidents who he has
been impacted by —
“• Lloyd Behnken —
who I recall from being
a ‘youth delegate’ to
the FL-GA District
Convention in 1980 and
from him flying out to
Concordia/ Austin to
encourage and check on
the sons & daughters of
the FLGA District as they
prepared for ministry!
• Tom Zehnder — who
would travel around
with the Executive
Staff to each Circuit
for encouragement,

James & Martha Rockey

resourcing and
relationship building, and
• Mike Michael – Who
put my name on several
call lists leading me
back to FLGA in 2003.
President Michael called
me from the District as
Mission Planter to The
Villages/Oxford, who
installed me, presided
over the Chartering
of Amazing Grace,”
Rockey explains.
A 1985 graduate of
Concordia/Austin, TX with
a BA in Communications,
Rockey also fulfilled the
seminary requirements
for his advanced degree.
In 1985 he married
Martha Palmer of
Fort Worth, TX. They
are parents to two
amazing daughters,
Elizabeth and Julia.
After college, Rockey
delayed attending
seminary while both
working for the State
of Texas, and later as
a claims adjustor and
manager for Allstate in
both Texas and Florida.
Rockey was an
active lay leader in
his congregation in
Tallahassee serving on the
council, leading outreach
and small group Bible
studies. He and Martha
eventually moved to
St. Louis in 1994 where
he attended Concordia
Seminary graduating
in 1998. His first call
was to Our Savior/
Nashville, TN where
he served as Associate
Pastor and eventually
Sole Pastor. During his
call there he was integral
in the building of the
congregation’s preschool
and elementary school as
well as a new sanctuary.
Rockey had emphasis
on small groups, local and
international missions and
coordinated the launch of
contemporary worship.

In 2004, Rockey
accepted a call into the
Florida-Georgia District
to serve Zion/ Fort
Myers, FL as Associate
Pastor. That congregation
had more than 1,000
members. There he
guided the congregation
in the opening of a
preschool, introduced
them to international
missions where he led
teams to Honduras,
Dominican Republic
and the Cayman Islands.
He was also focused on
growing the congregation
through small
groups and local handson mission projects.
In 2007 the FLGA District
called Rockey as Mission
Developer to Amazing
Grace/Oxford, FL (The
Villages). The ministry
began with 13 people
and today has grown to
worshiping more than
150 weekly with more
than 40 percent of their
members in Bible studies.
Rockey and Amazing
Grace members have
taken 11 mission teams to
Central America, India,
as well as St. Louis, MO.
Under his leadership,
Amazing Grace is known
as the “church that can”
due to the many ways in
which they serve their
surrounding community.
In 2016 a committee was
formed to explore the
possibility of opening
an Amazing Grace Early
Learning Center. Soon
after, a funding campaign
was started and enabled
the Center to open in
2018 debt free. Since the
fall of 2021 the Center
has been at capacity
with approximately
89 children. Amazing
Grace plans to undertake
a building expansion
program to enable them
to serve 123 children
and families daily.

Recently Amazing
Grace called Aimee
Knoepfel as their Early
Childhood Director,
coming with years
of experience.
Rockey loves to help
people discover their gifts
and experience the joy of
serving others as Christ’s
hands and presence. He
seeks to model such a life
of witness and service
evident in serving on
the Board of Directors
for Lutheran Services
Florida, Love In the
Name of Christ, United
Way, his local Ministerial
Association. For the
District, Rockey served
as Circuit Visitor for nine
years and most recently
has served as 2nd Vice
President for Region 2.
In addition to serving
the Lord and the Church,
Rockey enjoys fishing and
boating on the Crystal
River and walking with
his wife and dog. s

LCMS Vice-President
Representing the EastSoutheast Region, The
Rev. Christopher S. Esget,
Senior Pastor of Immanuel/
Alexandria, VA, installs
Pastor Rockey as FLGA
District President
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Waltons Feted During A Hard Day’s Night

N

by John List, for the Board of Directors
and the entire FLGA District Staff

Not since the Babylonian occupation of Jerusalem
has there been so much weeping and gnashing of
teeth, nor did we witness so much sadness as we
watched our Florida-Georgia District President
conclude 13 years of stellar leadership and ride off into
the sunset — most likely never to be seen again.
It was not a retirement as much
as it was a banishment.
Do You Want To Know A Secret? District Staff
and Board of Directors joined together following
the closing of the
34th Florida-Georgia
District Convention
— delayed a year
due to the Covid-19
pandemic. As a result,
Walton served 13 years
— instead of 12 — as
the District President.
Kathy Keene,
President Walton’s
Administrative
Assistant, planned the
event with help from
Laura Zirbel, Executive
Director of Finance
& Administration,
as well as others on
the District team.
They skimped
a bit on top shelf
liquor and menu in
order to afford an
internationally known
celebrity comedy
team to provide
Pastor Jay Winters,
Master of Ceremonies
2nd Vice President of
entertainment.
the District, conferred
The entire
a closing blessing on
evening was themed
Edith & Greg Walton at
around Bob Hope’s
the end of the night.
Thanks For The
Memory song as well
as the songs made
popular by The Beatles.
About 85 guests participated in some
Beatles Trivia. No clear winner evolved from
The Long And Winding Road of the game.
Outgoing District First Lady gave a toast at the
inception of the evening confirming She Loves You —
to both Greg and the friends and family in attendance.
The opening prayer was given by President Emeritus
of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, The Rev.
Dr. Gerald Kieschnick. He then Twist And Shouted
his way through some memorable and funny stories
about the friendship he and Greg formed as Walton
came onto the Synod’s Council of Presidents 13 years
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ago. “You Really Got A Hold On Me” in order to get
so many warm remarks by so many people around
the District. Kieschnick was referring to a video
assembled and edited by the staff with remarks Here,
There And Everywhere from around the country.
Several LCMS District Presidents s aluted the
Waltons . . . most could have been Paperback
Writers. Many of the District Presidents attending
the convention weekend hold membership in the
East Coast Common Endeavor — an informal group
of District President’s
sharing the eastern
seaboard of the
United States.
Some funny jabs
were directed to the
Waltons on video and
in person. At one point
I saw Edith Walton
make her way to the
bar —
 possibly for an
iced tea but more than
likely for a second glass
of Cabernet Sauvignon.
Regardless, I Saw Her
Standing There and
she looked so happy
— possibly relieved —
as they approach this
next chapter of their
lives. She resembled
Lucy In The Sky
With Diamonds!
Also celebrating
were James and
Martha Rockey. The
Rev. James Rockey
had been 2nd Vice
President and now
is the newly elected
President of the
District. On this
particular night — and
most likely never again
— he was playfully referred to as Rocky Raccoon.
Speaking for the Board of Directors and the
entire District Staff I know there will be some
amazing opportunities that God will lay before
Greg (and Edith). It Won’t Be Long before God
reveals His plan for them. Most likely they’ll be
relocating to the greater Atlanta, Georgia area
to Get Back closer and Come Together with the
families of their two sons — Tim and Alex Walton.
Following convention, Greg and Edith planned a
well-deserved break with family on Amelia Island, GA
. . . to wind down from several weeks of convention
preparation and packing — both home and office. But
for the short term they just plan to Let It Be. s
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District Presidium Elected for Next Triennium

During the 34th
Convention of the Florida
Georgia District delegates
voted in the new presidium.
From Region #1, Rev.
Dr. Victor Belton, Emeritus/
Atlanta, GA, was elected
1st Vice President.
From Region #2, Rev.
Jay Winters, University/
Tallahassee, FL, was elected
2nd Vice President.
From Region #3,
Rev. Charles Reich, Grace/
Winter Haven, FL, was
elected 3rd Vice President.
From Region #4, Rev.
Dr. David Brockoff, Holy
Trinity/Masaryktown, FL, was
elected 4th Vice President.
From Region #5, Rev.
Stephen Carretto, St. Paul/
Boca Raton, FL, was elected
5th Vice President.
It was a coincidence
that the vice president
ranking matched the regions
that the clergy represent
on the presidium.
Rev. Greg Michael, Christus
Victor/Athens, GA was elected
District Secretary. s

Victor Belton
Vice President Region 1

Jay Winters
Vice President Region 2

David Brockoff
Vice President Region 4

Stephen Carretto
Vice President Region 5

Charles Reich
Vice President Region 3

Greg Michael
Secretary

Below — President Emeritus Greg Walton installs the Vice Presidents (from left) The
Revs. Victor Belton, David Brockoff, Jay Winters, Charles Reich and Stephen Carretto.
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Board & Committee Election Results Announced

Lay Representatives elected to
the District Board were Karen Cerny
and Gary Engel from Region
1; Deborah Beckand Tracy
Cripe from Region 2;
Sheryl DeWitt and Becky
Hartmann from Region 3; Mark
Polzin and Jody Schweichler
from Region 4; and
Stephen Bradshaw and Nancy
Volz from Region 5.
Commissioned Ministers
elected were Lori Lee Joerz
and Tamie Worthington.
Elected to the LCMS
Nominations Committee
were Pastors Victor Belton
and Jay Winters.
District Nominations
Committee lay members
elected were Dennis Cerny,
Bill Gaik, John List and

Becky Skyles. Commissioned
members to this committee
will be Jeremy Becker and

Circuit Visitors Election Results
The following clergy members were elected as Circuit Visitors
1.................Dave Wesche
2 ................Jeffrey Jordan
3.................Wilton Heyliger
4.................Andrew Howe
5.................Frank Kinast
6................Patrick McKenzie
7.................John Glover
8................Bruce Alberts
9................Ken Green
10...............Marc Kappel
11................Ron Pennekamp

David Brighton
Vicar Scholarship
Fund Established
At the 34th FLGA District Convention,
Marcia Brighton and her two sons accepted
the duolos tou Christou award on behalf of
posthumous honoree, The Rev. David Brighton.
The District has established a scholarship fund
in Brighton’s name — scholarships awarded
to returning vicars enrolled in their final
year of schooling at either of our seminaries,
to assist with educational expenses. The
fund will support Florida-Georgia vicars.
At convention, Marcia Brighton
donated $10,000 towards The Pastor
David Brighton Vicar Scholarship Fund.
To participate in this fund helping vicars
who are completing their education toward
the pastoral ministry, please visit www.
flgadistrict.org and click on the GIVE button.
Specify the donation by checking the box
adjacent to the Brighton Scholarship fund.
A check made payable to the FLGA District,
LCMS can also be sent to the District Office
at 5850 TG Lee Blvd. Orlando, FL 32822 with
the memo or noted for the Pastor David
Brighton Vicar Scholarship Fund. s
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Jon Peterson. Ordained
representatives will be Pastors
Jon Zehnder and Brian Kneser. s

President Greg Walton
with Marcia Brighton

12................Scott McLean
13...............Paul Meseke
14...............Paul Burtzlaff
15...............Gilbert Kuehn
16...............Brian Stolarczyk
17...............Richard Browning
18...............Mark Stillman
19...............Jacob Roedsens
20...............Scott Henze
21...............Tony Mandile

Vicar Owen Duncan
Hope
Plant City, FL
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Vicar Ken Estes
Bethlehem
Jacksonville Beach, FL

Vicar Connor Forbes
Mt. Calvary
Warner Robins, GA

Vicar Matthew Goltl
St. Luke’s
Oviedo FL

Deaconess Alex Shick
Redeeming Life
Sanford, FL

Vicar Sam Hogue
Grace
Winter Haven, FL

Timothy Mehl
Faith
Viera, FL

Vicar Anthony Sedotto
St. Paul
Boca Raton, FL

The seven vicars coming into both Florida and
Georgia will be serving at the congregations for
a year before returning to Concordia Seminary/
St. Louis, MO. Two of the vicars will be serving
Florida congregations of the SELC District.
Pastor Tim Barber had vicared at Mt. Calvary/
Warner Robins, GA and has accepted a call to
Epiphany/Tallahassee, FL. Pastor Sam Shick
had vicared at St. Luke’s/Oviedo, FL and has
returned to that SELC congregation to serve
on their Outreach Ministries team. His wife,
Alex — who interned with the Redeeming Life
maternity home during the Spring of 2021 — has
accepted the call to serve as Director of Program
Ministries there. [See story page 30.] s

Pastor Tim Barber
Epiphany
Tallahassee, FL

Pastor Samuel Shick
St.Luke’s
Oviedo, FL
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The Rev. Dr. Gerald Kieschnick, President
Emeritus of the LCMS, along with his wife,
Terry, were recognized for 52 years in the
public ministry of the Lutheran Church. A
Texas-sized cake (below left and right) was
presented. Another massive cake was served
to the convention participants during the
break. The room burst into applause and gave
the Kieschnicks a Texas-sized standing ovation
for the many years of friendship he bestowed
on President Greg Walton and the FloridaGeorgia District during his term of service
to the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.

The Rev. Jacob Roedsens,
Our Savior/Lake Worth,
FL and Circuit Visitor
for Circuit #19, prays
during the commissioning
of Circuit Visitors.
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Mrs. Laura Zirbel, District Executive Director for Finance
and Administration and Mrs. Renee Varga, District
Treasurer, gave a thorough synopsis of the financial
state of the District. The Florida-Georgia District has
no debt and continues to grow the mission budget.

The Rev. Christopher S. Esget,
Senior Pastor of Immanuel/
Alexandria, VA, and the LCMS
Regional Vice-President for
Florida-Georgia brings greetings
from Synod’s headquarters to
the convention participants.

T

The Convention ingathering was dedicated to Phil’s
Friends, a Recognized Service Organization of the Synod.
Phil’s Friends distributes free care packages and monthly
Cards of Hope to cancer patients of all ages all over the
country. These care packages are distributed in various
Cancer Treatment Centers and hospitals. Several central
Florida congregations actively partner with Phil’s Friends
to provide care packages to their communities. Phil and
Carrie Zielke along with their sons Graham and Hudson
(at left) have devoted their lives to carrying forward the
bold vision of supporting those with cancer in homes and
hospitals across the world. They reside in the suburbs
of Chicago. Far right — Lois Schaefer and Phil Zielke
take a break at Phil’s Friends booth in the exhibition
hall. Schaefer was instrumental in coordination the
organization’s participation in the District Convention
and expanding visibility in both Florida and Georgia.

Dr. Jim Sanft, President,
and Chief Executive Officer,
Concordia Plans, spoke of
the partnership with the
District that focuses on the
health and wellness of our
professional church workers.

Lutheran Bible Translators was
the recipient of convention
worship service offerings
totaling $3,072. The Rev.
Dr. Brent Smith, Executive
Development Officer,
expressed his thanks.

Ms. Sheryl DeWitt, Executive
Director for Redeeming
Life Outreach Ministries,
brought an update including
the new facility under way
in the Chicago, IL area.

LCMS President Rev. Dr.
Matthew Harrison reported
updates from the Synod and
afterwards answered questions
from delegates. He gave an
update on the various colleges
and universities nationwide.

Mr. Tony Hunt, Gift Planning
Planning Counselor for the
LCMS Foundation, spoke about
establishing a good plan that
blends with legal, financial,
and tax advice. Hunt is the
representative to the District.

The Rev. Dr. Reed Lessing,
Professor of Theology
and Ministry at Concordia
University/St. Paul, MN
and Director of the Center
for Biblical Studies, guided
the delegates and guests
during daily devotions.

Mr. John List, Communications
Director for the FloridaGeorgia District, gave a colorful
synopsis of the history of
Lutheran LIFE Magazine and
introduced the “every member
free subscription program.”

The Rev. Dr. Ben Haupt,
Associate Provost and Associate
Professor of Practical Theology
at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis
was the convention essayist.
Haupt served congregations
in both Florida and Georgia. 9

David Brighton Honored Posthumously
With Servant of Christ Award
The Rev. David Carl Brighton was
called home to heaven on January
10, 2021. His Confirmation Verse
was Psalm 27:1: “The LORD is my
light and my salvation; whom
shall I fear? The LORD is the
stronghold of my life; of whom
shall I be afraid?” It would serve
as a guide for his life and ministry,
which ended far too soon.
“When I think of my dear
friend David I think about a
‘FROG.’ Dave had a much loved
phrase; ‘Fully Rely on God,’ and
wore a wrist band with FROG
on it,” President Greg Walton
illustrated from the convention
podium. “He preached many
FROG sermons and devotions and
thoroughly believed it. This phrase
reminded him of the promise
in Proverbs 3:5&6, ‘Trust in the
Lord with all your heart and lean
not on your own understanding,
in all your ways acknowledge
him and he will direct your
path.’ This came through in the
servant attitude he lived out.
David Brighton garnered a
zest for knowledge, discipline,
sports, music, reading, work ethic
and most importantly love — not
only for those around him but for
his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. He
was a diehard St. Louis Cardinals
and Philadelphia Eagles fan.
Brighton attended Valparaiso
University, where he sang in the
concert choir at the Chapel of the
Resurrection and graduated in
1978, with a B.A. in History and a
Minor in Greek. Upon graduation,
he felt the call to serve the Lord
in the Ministry and enrolled at
Concordia Seminary/St. Louis, MO.
During his Vicarage in Raleigh, NC,
he met Marcia Swaim. A year later
he graduated from Seminary and
married Marcia on June 19, 1982.
Together they had five children:
Michelle, Emily, Jonathan, Benjamin
and Elizabeth and later enjoy what
is now four grandchildren, Olivia,
Ezekiel, Selah and Naomi, during
their thirty eight years of marriage,
up until the time of his passing.
His ministry began as the
Associate Pastor then Senior
Pastor at St. Mark Lutheran/
Omaha, NE. Eight years later he
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was called to St. Paul/Parkersburg,
WV, where he would serve as the
Senior Pastor for nine years. His
final call was to become the Senior
Pastor at Mt. Calvary/Warner
Robins, GA and he would serve as
the Senior Pastor from 1999 until

the time of his passing in 2021.
In the 22 years he served
at Mount Calvary he was very
involved — starting and supporting
The Perry Mission Plant, which
would become Christ/Perry, GA
and was a driving force of support
behind building a potential North
Macon, GA plant which continues
to be pursued to this day.
In 2009 David was elected to
the FLGA District Board of Directors
as the Georgia Vice President.
When the District was regionalized
in 2012 he was elected as the Vice
President of Region #1, and was
ranked as the First Vice President, a
role he maintained until his death.
He also served as Chair of the Board
of Directors for nine years, always
supporting and serving the District.
“In fact, at the 2015 Convention, with
a days’ notice that our scheduled
preacher was unable to preach at the
opening worship, David volunteered
and did a marvelous job,” states
President Walton. “His attitude was
simply, ‘Whatever it takes!’ He was a
trusted friend, and encourager, and

a wonderful
leader.”
In his parish
ministry he
served as an
Evangelism
Explosion
Trainer, a
Stephens
Ministry leader,
a tutor to children from underserved
schools, did Pastoral Invocations at
Military Retirement Ceremonies,
gave guidance and support in
opening a Crisis Pregnancy Center
in Warner Robins to share Christ’s
love and compassion to women
and families that were in crisis
with an unplanned pregnancy.
He participated in Rebuilding
Together Community Building
Projects, leadership training
through the Pastor Leadership
Institute (PLI), volunteered every
Christmas through “Helping Hands
Dinner,” providing meals to those
less fortunate, volunteered in
Habitat for Humanity Projects,
and supported and Commissioned
Short Term Mission Team Trips
to Honduras and Nicaragua.
“One of the amazing achievements
of his ministry was the 20 Vicars
he mentored over the years, which
brought him so much joy as he
guided them in their ministry
journey,” Walton continues. “He
had a servant heart — went as my
personal representative to Puerto
Rico, where he had been earlier
on a Mission Trip to help assist in
the new church plant in Ponce.
He participated in several walks,
marches and Life chain events. He
was a trained LCMS Lutheran Early
Response Team member, and was
active in post-Katrina Servant Event
in Biloxi Miss, where he served
under the direction of Pastor Eric
Hollar, who was his first Vicar.”
“Joshua 24:15 reads, ‘As for me
and my house, we will serve the
Lord,’ Pastor Walton concludes,
“that became the legacy he strived to
leave behind. He truly was a humble
servant of the Lord, a Man of God.”
Receiving this award at the
District Convention was David’s
widow, Marcia, and their two sons,
John (in blue shirt) and Ben. s

Lois Schafer Recognized
With Servant of Christ Award
“Lois
Schaefer is a
true servant
of Christ,”
President
Walton
emphasized
from the
convention
podium.
Lois was baptized at Our Redeemer
Lutheran/Overland, MO. Her
Christian heritage is on her mother’s
side, her great-grandfather was
Heinrich Wilhelm Lessmann who
served as a Lutheran School Teacher
in Hermannsburg, Germany and
in 1869 was invited to attend
Concordia Seminary/St. Louis,
MO, where the student body was
between 250 and 300 students. On
her father’s side, her grandfather
was born in Esslingen, Germany.
His family tree dates back to
before the Reformation where it
lists a relative who was beheaded
for the sake of the Gospel!
“In 1999, Lois had the
opportunity to visit the Lutheran
Churches in both of these towns and
witness where her family lived for
generations and where they were
all baptized,” Walton continued.
Schaefer’s career began in 1966,
when she served as a secretary
at Concordia Seminary to such
professors as Dr. William Danker,
Dr. Roland Miller, a missionary to
India on furlough, and Dr. Martin
Franzmann. In 1968 as the Board
of Youth Ministry moved from
Chicago to St. Louis, she served as
secretary for Dean Dammann, and
Ben Eggers. She completed her
employment at Synod headquarters
by serving under Dr. Samuel
Nafzger in the Commission on
Theology and Church Relations.
In 1991, she graduated from
Maryville University in St. Louis,
Missouri with her Bachelor of
Science in Management. In 2000,
Lois Schaefer ended her vocation
of Christian leadership in the
marketplace in which she conducted
weekly Bible studies at the Fortune
100 companies where she was
employed from 1977-2000. She
also taught Sunday School and

Youth Bible Class for 32 years at her
home congregation in St. Louis.
“After being widowed in 1997,
the Lord expanded her vision to
reach people for Jesus with not
only a local but also a national and
world-wide focus,” Walton said.
“Her equipping began in 2000 with
studies for Director of Christian
Outreach at Concordia University/St.
Paul, MN. Simultaneously, she began
serving her home congregation in

St. Louis as Minister of Outreach.”
In 2001, Schaefer visited India
with Dr. Victor Raj of Concordia
Seminary and was introduced to the
country that would fulfill her passion
of reaching children internationally.
Today she represents Jehovah Shalom
Church School in South India who
educates some of the 700 poorest
of the poor children whose lives are
changed by the love of Jesus through
an outstanding Christian Education,
including equipping skills to change
their lives for today and for eternity.
From 2001-2013 she was in LCMS’
Harvesters for Christ, later known
as The 72 Partners on the Road, that
used trained evangelism volunteers to
help congregations begin, revitalize,
enhance, or expand their Gospel
outreach ministry to unchurched
people in their communities.
In 2004, she moved to Florida
with the desire to be involved in the

leadership of
a new mission
church plant
which came to
fruition with
Amazing Grace/
Oxford, FL near
The Villages.
Since
moving to
Florida, she has spearheaded the
Outreach Ministries of Amazing
Grace, including packing events for
the Phil’s Friends Cancer care ministry
proving hope, outreach to local public
schools, women’s ministry, rehab
center prayer visits, and witness
training. She has served on the
church’s Board of Directors, and as
Bible Study and Small Group leader.
Mission trips through Amazing
Grace, and Tower of Faith Church
which she attends in Tortola, British
Virgin Islands include: India, Haiti,
Dominican Republic, Cuba, Anguilla
and Honduras, as well as taking teens
and adults to St. Louis for an inner
city church ministry revitalization.
Since 2020, she has conducted a
ministry she created with weekly
zoom sessions “Good News With
Grandma” on Saturday mornings.
These are children of friends in
Malaysia, India, Chicago, and Ft.
Worth in response to their inability
to attend Sunday School due to the
pandemic, or because in their nonChristian countries, meetings with
Bible lessons are not available.
Recently Schaefer was appointed
to the Lutheran Hour Ministry’s
national Connect Cabinet. Lois has
faithfully served on the FloridaGeorgia District Board of Directors
from 2012 to 2022 — terming
out this convention cycle. She has
served as a delegate to the National
Synod Convention several times.
“Although Lois has no biological
children, God has provided children,
grandchildren and now even a greatgrand child with an international
scope,” Pastor Walton concluded.
“Schaefer is passionate about
missions, and is a joy-filled, joyful
person, quick with a smile and an
encouraging word. It is my honor
to present the Doulos tou Christo
Award to Lois Schaefer.” s
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Mark Brink Accorded Commisioned
Minister Servant of Christ Award
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“It gives me
great pleasure
to honor a man
who many of
you know quite
well,” President
Walton
introduced.
“He retired about a year ago, and
is currently enjoying his life as a
boat captain living the lake life on
Lake Minneola! I have known him
since 1987. It has been my privilege
to work 12 of the last 13 years with
him. In fact — the original plan was
to finish together but apparently
God had more to teach me.”
Mark Brink is the longestserving District staff member
with 28 years under his belt
serving as Executive Director
of Education and Youth.
Born into a Lutheran family
in Decatur, IL in 1952 Mark was
baptized at St. John’s/Decatur.
His parents, Carl and Kathryn
Brink, raised Mark, along with his
siblings, Carol, Susan, John and
Tom in a strong Christian home.
Mark graduated from Stephen
Decatur High School, home of
The Runnin’ Reds and began his
Undergraduate career at Concordia
College/River Forest, IL — now
known as Concordia University/
Chicago, where he received his BA.
Mark’s career of service began
with his first call to Concordia
Lutheran School/Springfield, IL.
He then moved on to teaching,
coaching, athletic and youth director
positions at Advent Lutheran/
Boca Raton, FL. While at Advent
Mark met and married the boss’s
daughter — Mary Beth Bickel.
Mark and Mary Beth have three
sons — Brian, married to Erica
and father of Presley and Maddox;
Andrew, married to Raphaela; and
Josh, married to Brittany, and father
of Callan. “These grandchildren bring
them a lot of joy,” Walton continued.
While in South Florida he attended
Nova Southeastern University/
Davie, FL, where he earned his
MA in Administration/Supervision.
After seven years Mark was
called to serve as principal at the
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer/
Columbus, GA and then three

years later was called to be the
principal at Faith/Marietta, GA.
“It was while he was serving
at Faith that our paths would
first cross in 1987,” Walton said.
“Under Mark’s leadership The
Model Classroom for Children with
Autism was established at Faith.”
Six years later Mark was called to be

the District Education Executive.
During Marks work career he
not only served as a teacher and
principal in congregations or on
the staff of the District, but he also
served as coach for many of the
sports teams his boys played on, a
band dad which included weekly
concession duty at football games,
a boy scout dad, and has held many
volunteer roles in the parish which
included confirmation teacher,
elder and school board chairman.
Mark has served as president of
numerous education associations:
District Educators Conference,
District Administrators Association,
Conference of Education Executives
and the Gathering of School People
Education Leaders. He is well known
across the Synod as an innovative
and competent leader. He has been
a member on the School Ministry
Cabinet, the Church Worker Care Task
Force, Next Generation Task Force
and the National Youth Gathering
Planning Team. Additionally, Mark
has been a consultant and co-author

on various
school
initiatives
and policy
development.
He has also
been an
important
education
advocate in
the public
arena,
serving in
leadership
positions, including, the Florida
Association of Academic Nonpublic
Schools and State of Florida
Governor’s Nonpublic Schools
Advisory Council, the LCMS
President’s Blue Ribbon Task
Force, the LCMS School Ministry
Advisory Council, the President of
the LCMS Conference of Education
Executives, the President of the
GOSPEL, which is District Education
School Ministries Executives, and
has served as an Advisory Delegate
to LCMS Synodical Conventions.
“Mark has truly been a dedicated
servant of the Church as a church
professional for well more than
40 years,” Walton concluded, “and
now, in retirement, is finding new
ways to serve on a local, parish
level. He has been the quintessential
example of a servant leader: a
faithful and dedicated teacher,
coach, administrator and executive
who puts others before self. He
continues to be dearly loved at
every step of his ministry and
enjoys a personal and professional
reputation of the highest order.” s

A few of Mark Brink’s friends share
breakfast with him and Mary Beth
the morning after his presentation

Dennis Bartels Accredited With Ordained
Minister Servant of Christ Award
“It has been a
had every intention of becoming
great privilege
an agricultural engineer, until
to not only
one day I realized that wasn’t the
know Dennis
answer. The only way is through
Bartels as a
Jesus Christ! If in my ministry I can
pastor, but also
bring one person to Christ I have,
as a friend,”
by God’s grace, made this world a
President
better place to live.” He has done
Walton remarked. “Pastor Bartels
that a multitude of times and has
is formerly an Iowa farm-boy.”
demonstrated his commitment time
The Rev. Dennis Bartels has
and again with a genuine servant
served as the Pastor at Holy Cross/
attitude and love of people.
North Miami since
August of 1986.
His family is very
much a part of
that congregation
community. “His wife,”
Walton continued,
“is the former Beth
Krueger, the daughter
of the The Rev.
Karl Krueger, the
congregation’s pastor
for more than 20
years. Pastor Bartels
and his wife have been
married since 1977
and have been blessed
with four wonderful
children– Karl, Stefanie,
Rachel, and Kimberly,
The Bartels Family
and one grandson
Miles. Dennis and
Beth were married at
Holy Cross on October 8, 1977.”
Dennis spent his first two years
Dennis Bartels was born in Iowa
of training at St. Paul’s College in
on October 12, 1953. He was raised in
Concordia, MO, and finished his
the farming community of Schleswig
degree at Concordia Senior College
(population 800). He was baptized
in Fort Wayne IN. After graduation
and confirmed at Immanuel Lutheran
he worked for three years as a
and was active in many different
recruiter for St. Paul’s College where
endeavors in his high school days
a beautiful young lady named Beth
that were instrumental in his going
caught his eye. Soon afterward he
into the ministry. At Immanuel he
entered Concordia Seminary/St.
was nurtured in the love of Christ
Louis, MO and graduated in 1982. He
through dedicated Sunday School
was ordained into the ministry on
teachers and members of the
June 13, 1982 at Immanuel/Schleswig,
congregation who encouraged him
IA. His first four years of ministry
to go into the ministry. He shares
were at St. Paul/West Memphis, AR.
how one Sunday Pastor Wiesse in a
In July 1986, he was called to serve
sermon challenged the members of
as Pastor at Holy Cross/North Miami
Immanuel to make the world a better
where he has continued to serve.
place to live. This became Pastor
His congregation has gone through
Bartel’s goal in life, which eventually
many challenges and changes.
led him into the pastoral ministry.
Today it is an inner city church
In a response to why he
composed of people from many
became a pastor he shares: “My
different cultures. Pastor Bartels
whole goal in life is to try to make
over the years has been active in
the world a better place to live. I
the community, working with the

North Miami Police Department,
the Chamber of Commerce,
Fellowship of Christian Athletes,
His House Children’s Home, A
Caring Pregnancy Center, and
many other community endeavors.
In addition to serving as pastor,
Pastor Bartels has been a teacher,
a coach, a janitor, a handyman and
even a cafeteria worker and cook.
He is a servant who does whatever
it takes to get the job done!
He served on the
Florida-Georgia District
Board of Directors for
nine years, served as
the District Stewardship
Advisory Committee
Chairman and was a
trained Consecrated
Steward leader from
2006 – 2019 leading
congregations in
Tennessee, North
Carolina, Alabama,
Georgia and Florida
through their
stewardship programs.
He was the
recipient of the District
Barnabas “Son of
Encouragement Award”
at the District Educators
Conference in 2015 and
the LCEF Fred E. Lietz
Award in November of 2017.
Pastor Bartels will receive his
award at his home congregation in
the near future. He was unable to
attend convention this spring. s

Fun Fact:
Dennis Bartels
is known in the
Southeast Florida
racing circles as
“The Faster Pastor.”
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Juan Gonzalez Enters Eternal Rest

PASSAGES

The Rev. Dr. Juan A.
Gonzalez entered into rest on
May 5th, 2022 at the age of 64
in Fort Myers, FL surrounded
by his loved ones. Gonzalez
was pastor of Beautiful
Savior/Lehigh Acres, FL.
He was born on July 1st,
1957 in Manhattan, New York
to Maria Franco and Juan A.
Gonzalez. Gonzalez devoted
his life to serving the Lord
Jesus Christ. As a servant
leader, he was dedicated to
empowering individuals and
communities by creating
opportunities through holistic
approaches that resulted in
positive transformation and
a better quality of life for all.
Gonzalez has served from
1985 to the present as a parish
pastor in LCMS congregations in
Buffalo, NY; Miami, FL; Lorain,
OH; Brooklyn, NY; Bonita Springs,
Florida; Sterling & Cooper Landing,
AK; and Lehigh Acres, FL.
For more than 38 years he has
founded and directed communitybased development organizations in
various legislative and administrative
forums and has served on a number
of other prestigious international,
national, and regional boards and
commissions in the areas of the
arts, health, housing, community,

and economic development. He is
the former Executive Director of
Lutheran Services New York Alliance
(LSNYA), an alliance of local Lutheran
judicatories (LCMS & ELCA) and
social ministry organizations (SMOs)
in the metropolitan New York area.
He also served as the public face and
voice of Lutheran human and spiritual
care services, and overseeing the
LSNYA Clinical Pastoral Education
(CPE) Program that provides
specialized training and placement in
chaplaincy services. Pastor Gonzalez
served as National Consultant and
Leadership Training for the LCMS
World Relief & Human Care National
Housing Support Corporation, St.
Louis, MO. He was elected to serve
on the LCMS Board for International
Missions (2010-2016); served on
the LCMS Board for Districts &
Congregational Services (2004-2010);
and the LCMS Board for Human
Care Ministries [aka LCMS World
Relief & Human Care] (1994-2004).
“My dad worked hard to
better each and every life he
touched, though he also had a
vibrant personal life,” offered
his daughter, Evita Gonzalez,
CEO & Principal Partner of Affluence
Media Agency and a member of
the FLGA Board of Directors. “He
loved creating great memories as
he traveled and spent time with

family, friends, and loved ones. He
was a talented graphic artist, poet,
photographer, and devoted family
man. My dad enjoyed a joyous
marriage of 43 years with my mom,
Eva and has been a great father to my
brother, Juan Gabriel and my sister,
Sofia, and a wonderful grandfather
to three grandchildren: Mia Suliat,
Juan Joel, and Nina Gonzalez. He
loved music — especially jazz and
gospel — cooking, the beach, and
discussions about the bible and his
faith. He traveled extensively to
more than 125 U.S. cities in 44 states
and internationally to more than 38
countries including the Caribbean,
Canada, Mexico, Central America,
Europe, Africa, Japan, Mainland
China/Hong Kong, the Mediterranean
and the Middle East, and Asia.” s

Convention Delegates Deal With Business, Receive Reports
District Convention delegates
passed several resolutions focused
on raising up church workers
and lay leaders, supporting
campus ministry programs and
expanding multi-culturalism and
the Great Commission. Delegates
also sought to expand disaster
training and response with the
goal of having the District Vice
Presidents and Circuit Visitors
participate in Lutheran Early
Response Team (LERT) training.
Some of the business-oriented
resolutions tackled by the delegates
included taking proposals to
the 68th Regular Convention of
The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod (LCMS) slated for July 29–
Aug. 3, 2023 in Milwaukee, WI.
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These resolutions all
passed by large margins:
• To have synod regional
representation determined by a
regional constituency — much like
what is done at the district level;
• To strengthen the nonvoting advisory delegate
participation at conventions;
• To request synod reevaluate size requirements
for electoral circuits;
• To amend a bylaw regarding
the transition of administrative
leadership from 30 days to 90 days;
• To encourage and support
learning-in-ministry, nonresidential, distance education
programs that would lead
to pastoral ordination.

Reports brought to the
delegates throughout the
convention were from Mission:
Haiti; Stepping Stones; Amigos en
Cristo; Multicultural Task Force;
Lutheran Services Florida; Inspiritus
(see story this issue); Redeeming
Life Outreach Ministries; Lutheran
Immigration & Refugee Services;
Lutheran Counseling Services;
Operation Barnabas; The Lutheran
Foundation; Phil’s Friends; several
of our Concordia Colleges and
Universities; our two Seminaries
and Lutheran Life Magazine. s

Comfort Dog Ministry Gathers in Marietta
This past May, the Southeast LCC
K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry teams
gathered together to celebrate the mercy,
compassion, presence and proclamation
of Jesus Christ at Faith/Marietta, GA.
“The weekend was filled with learning,
growing, and praying with one another. The
Comfort Dog teams enjoyed going out for a
community visit at Marietta Square where
many people couldn’t stop smiling after
spending some time with the LCC K-9 Comfort
Dogs,” offers Top Dog Nikki Kubowicz of St.
Paul/Boca Raton, FL. “The teams also got
to meet a beloved friend, Ms. Donna, who
makes and sends the Comfort Dogs bandanas,
blankets, and other goodies all year long. It
was an honor to surround Ms. Donna with
hugs, love and the LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs she
loves so much and then present her with a
Heart of Mercy and Compassion signed by
everyone who attended the gathering.”
Participating Comfort Dogs from
these Lutheran congregations were:
Hope, Faith/Marietta, GA;
Zoara, Island/Hilton Head, GA;
Seth, Eternal Shepherd/Seneca, SC;
Job, Christ the King/Memphis, TN;
Lizzie, Trinity/Savannah, GA;
Peace, Trinity/Orlando, FL;
Moriah, St Luke’s/Oviedo, FL;
and Jemimah, St Paul/Boca Raton, FL.
At left are Sue Merritt and Tonya
Haberlein with St. Paul/Boca Raton’s
Jemimah — greeting children in the
community around Marietta Square. s
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Nationwide “Friends” Offering Encouragement,
Financial Support to Both LCMS Seminaries
During the course of the past
30 years the Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod (LCMS) has
witnessed the populations of
its two seminaries — Concordia
Seminary/St. Louis, MO and
Concordia Theological Seminary/
Fort Wayne, IN — shift from
students who were single men
arriving from the pre-seminary
programs of the various LCMS
colleges and universities to secondcareer, married men with families.
But very few saw the rising
wave that was behind this
shift — the rapidly decreasing
population of students coming
to the seminary from anywhere.
“Vacancies are now out-distancing
the seminaries abilities to place
men into the pastoral ministry,”
stated The Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Skopak,
pastor at Grace/Jacksonville,
FL and one of the members of
Friends of the Fort and Friends of
the Seminary. “These vacancies
are happening for a variety of
reasons: retirement, death, and
an alarming number of pastors
who are resigning altogether from
the ministry. As a consequence,
vacant congregations are facing
longer vacancies and, for some, the
prospect of a ‘long-term vacancy.’”
According to Skopak, the
challenge was highlighted by Jesus
in the Gospel of St. Matthew —
“The Harvest is plentiful but the
workers are few.” The first line
of recruitment for the pastoral
ministry is (and will always be)
the local congregations and
the pastors who serve them.
Who in our congregations
could serve as a pastor? Who do
you see having the aptitude, the
spiritual maturity, and the academic
acumen to be a worker in the Lord’s
Harvest? “Ministry encouragement,
ongoing conversation, and exposure
to healthy ministry are three
significant tools that every pastor
has the opportunity to engage
with young men in their parish,”
Skopak continued, “recruitment
for the seminaries is dependent
upon all of us —
 the pastors and
congregational leaders in the
16

local churches of the LCMS.
Friends of the Fort has given
birth to a daughter organization
— Friends of the Seminary. This
year Skopak and his team was
able to join forces with Concordia
Plan Services, Lutheran Church
Extension Fund, and Concordia
Publishing House to bless, thank,
and lift up the faculties and staffs
of both of the LCMS seminaries.
“Regardless of the number of
students enrolled, each campus still
needs maintenance, support, and
administrative staff. The faculties
of each seminary are still serving
traditional Masters of Divinity and
Deaconess students — but both
schools now offer a robust Specific
Ministry Program, Doctorate of
Ministry offerings online, along
with their traditional graduate
school degree programs (STM
and PhD). The “Friends” events
are designed to encourage and
lift up all of the workers who
are preparing our workers for
the harvest,” he emphasized.
At each seminary “The Friends
Team” was blessed to do the
following: Dr. Skopak preached at
each seminary this year; a student
forum about “after pandemic
ministry challenges” was given;
a faculty banquet was hosted
at each seminary, and every
worker on each campus received
generous gifts from the variety
of congregations across Synod as
well as gifts from LCEF and CPH.
“This was a nationwide effort . .
. supporting congregations are from
all across LCMS —‚ Florida, Texas,
Illinois, Arizona, Missouri, and Kansas.
The responsibility of seminary
recruitment and support is the
privilege and responsibility of every
congregation in Synod,” he concluded.
“Consider your congregation and
who could potentially serve as a
pastor! Support our seminaries
with your donations. And consider
joining one or both of our Teams
— Friends of the Seminary (St.
Louis) and Friends of the Fort (Fort
Wayne).” For more information
contact Skopak at pastor_skopak@
gracelutheraneagles.org s

Then He (Jesus) said to His disciples:
“The Harvest is plentiful but the
workers are few; therefore pray
earnestly to the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into
His harvest” — Matthew 9:37

Santi Keinbaum: Trinity/Garden City, KS;
Jeffrey Skopak; Charles Mueller: Trinity/
Roselle, IL; John Karolus: Shepherd
of the Desert/Scottsdale, AZ;
Erica Sontag and Elizabeth Pittman:
CPH; Scott Seidler/ Shepherd of
the Desert/Scottsdale, AZ.

Jeffrey Skopak with Carrie
O’Donnell, Assistant to the
President at CTSFW and President
Lawrence Rast, CTSFW.

Elizabeth Pittman: CPH; Steve
Sohns: Resurrection/Spring, TX;
Michael Popp: Grace/Jacksonville FL;
Charles Mueller: Trinity/Roselle, IL;
Erica Sontag: CPH; and Jeffrey
Skopak: Grace/Jacksonville, FL

P

Pastor John had been in ministry
for more than twenty years. He
had kind of gotten into the rhythm
of preparing a sermon every week
and all the meetings and visits he
needed to do in between. It
was rewarding and fulfilling.
He worked with God’s people.
He comforted the sick and
dying with the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Sure it was stressful and
wearying at times, especially
during Advent/Christmas
and Lent/Easter. But it was
a blessing to serve God and
His people in that way.
The Covid pandemic hit
and everything changed.
They got through it. They
shifted to online worship and
conducted many meetings
through zoom. They even had
a devotion and Bible study
online. That was rewarding. It
was heartbreaking though to
not be able to serve communion to
the sick and homebound and those
in hospitals and nursing homes.
But now, it seems the ministry
is a shadow of what it was. Forty
percent of the attendance has not
come back. Some of the strongest
leaders and members are simply
not showing up. Everything now
seems less vibrant because of that
loss. To be honest, Pastor John and
those who remain are grieving.
So Pastor John did something
that he had done periodically
throughout his ministry. He called
his vicarage supervisor. This was
the pastor he served under during
his vicarage or internship for the
third of his four years at seminary.
His name was Pastor Carl Schmidt.
But John just called him Carl now.
Pastor Schmidt retired
about five years ago but often
serves vacancies and fills the
pulpit in his circuit. He was
happy to hear John’s voice.
“How’s it going?” Carl asked.
“Not great!” was John’s reply.
He then went on to tell him how
so many worshipers were not
returning. The first thing Carl
asked was “What are they saying?”
Carl’s assumption was that surely
John had contacted them. Pastor
John shared that he has called
and attempted numerous times
to reach out. People are nice but
the bottom line is that they just
are not interested in returning,
let alone giving any money. It
is heartbreaking, he told Carl.
They spent the better part of an
hour sharing, crying and praying

together. They agreed to talk again.
The next week they met
over zoom. How ironic. After
the opening chit chat, Pastor
Schmidt asked John, “what is it

“Where do I start?” Carl said, “Who
do they know? Who do they talk
to, partner with, play with, socialize
with, volunteer with? Join them
and meet people and look for ways
to serve them together and
model Jesus — soon they
will ask about your church
and what you believe.”
“That sounds too simple”
said John. “I was hoping
you would tell me about
a Bible study to share or
a program to buy.” “Bible
study and worship are
foundational” said Carl.
“Those are the places where
they can share their stories,
pray for one another and
encourage one another in
this mission — and you can
debrief and encourage and
model it along the way.”
“But what about
social media?” asked
John. Carl smiled. “We can’t be
absent there either, because that’s
where people are — it helps with
introductions and opening the
door to the real experience of

POSTPANDEMIC

you are trying to accomplish?”
After some dialogue, John
finally landed on, “I just want to
bring people closer to Jesus.”
They went on to talk about that
as a goal and where John
and the congregation
were now. This allowed
John to think out loud
and admit to himself and
Carl about his new reality.
Then Carl reflected,
“When I was a missionary
in South America, I just
assumed that no one I
met was a Christian. It
kind of sounds like that
is where you are now.” John was
stunned. “That’s so right, Carl. Precovid, we just went from week to
week, thinking most people were
at least exposed to Christianity and
Jesus. But now, it’s clear. Many if
not most people are far from Jesus!”
To that Carl asked, “So what
do you do now?” John paused, “I’m
just not sure. Everything I’ve ever
done has been geared toward the
gathering of believers but now
I’m understanding that I need to
shift my focus toward engaging
the non-believer. But I don’t know
how to do that. Then John got a
bit defensive, “well, what about
the believers? Do I ignore them?”
“Of course not” said Carl. “Let’s
not forget that they grow as they
engage in the mission with the nonbeliever.” “How do I do that?” asked
John. Carl replied, “In the immortal
words of Whoopie Goldberg in
Sister Act, “Go out and meet the
people.” But John shook his head.

by Scott Gress
Lutheran Counseling Services
Leadership Coach
Florida-Georgia District
scottgress@me.com
561-542-4472

life changing conversations and
relationships built on love. Every
post must be filled with love.”
That gave John hope. He
knew it would be a long and at
times a difficult transition but
he was up for it. This was the
field that was still very “ripe
for harvest” (John 4:35). s
The Rev. Scott Gress believes in Growing
People for Ministry by focussing on
leadership, discipleship and teamwork.
Contact Scott if you are interested in
him working with you or your church.
A free 30 minutes strategy session is
available. The Coaching Leader Podcast
is also available on most podcast
platforms and his YouTube page.
You can contact Scott through email
scottgress@me.com or his blog page
scottgress.com or at 561-542-4472
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Former Lutheran Services of

VV

“We first met Rev. John Moeller
when he was the hired to be the
executive director for Lutheran
Services of Georgia,” The Rev. Dr.
Victor Belton begins. “Although the
organization had a great reputation
in Georgia for immigration and
foster care services in Atlanta
and Savannah, it had fallen into
disrepute for a number of reasons
among members of our LCMS tribe.
“We were not sure of its
direction, and it seemed to be
less and less about proclamation
of the Gospel and more about
chasing government dollars to stay
current and afloat. This happens
in many of our institutions as
denominational support dwindles
and yet those to be served

merger with Lutheran Services
in Tennessee in 2019, is what
constituted the change in the
name and branding to Inspiritus.
“Note the three words in the
name In-Spirit-Us! That is, ‘Lord
Jesus, fill us with your Holy Spirit,
inspire and strengthen us, grant
us courage and joy in your labor
so that we can serve others in the
overflow of your
love and mercy.’
According
to Belton, that
ultimately
led to the
development of
some additional
program areas
in addition
to foster care, disability
services, adoption, and refugee
and immigrant services.
“Those additional areas include
disaster response and the
Nashville project. It is hoped that
the Nashville project, beyond
helping women and children in
a neighborhood of need, will be
able to use space provided by the
ELCA for offices, programs, and

elderly and disabled in the Nashville
community. Low-income tax credits
from the federal government will
help keep the rental rates very
low. People with housing choice
vouchers can pay no more than
30% of their income on housing.”
Board Chair Marc Bussone and
CEO John Moeller affirm that the most
important thing Inspiritus does is guide
by Victor Belton
Board Member of Inspiritus
Vice President of
LCMS FLGA District
Orlando, FL
vjbelton@gmail.com
(678) 662-7989

individuals on a path from surviving
to thriving. To that end, Inspiritus is
also striving to begin a microenterprise
program offering small business loans
to new immigrants to the United
continually increase and multiply.
States, particularly to refugees seeking
“I recently attended my first
refuge from wars overseas. This will
board meeting of this re-branded
help these fathers and mothers to
Lutheran Services of Georgia, now
establish credit and increase their
known as Inspiritus, and it seems
credit score so that they can afford
good to me and the Holy Spirit Inspiritus guides individuals and families to purchase automobiles and
that we take another look.”
housing. Adequate credit is
on a path from surviving to thriving.
The organization, under
essential for people to thrive in
They empower those whose lives
Rev. John Moeller, has risen
this country’s economic system.
have been disrupted to discover their
from the ashes and has been
strengths and resilience, accompanying Inspiritus’ Refugee Services
graciously preserved. It has
Director, Aimee Zangandou, is
them as they grow into vibrant
morphed into an organization
herself a refugee whose family
contributors to their community.
that has grown in sense of
sought refuge in Atlanta following
mission, areas geographically
the Rwandan genocide. Zangandou,
even affordable housing dedicated
served and initiatives undertaken.
a Georgia Tech graduate, now leads
to empowering the poor.”
Moeller became the executive
the refugee services at Inspiritus.
Mick Nelson, CEO of
of Lutheran Services of
She shared her great hope for each
Nelson Community Partners,
Georgia in 2017.
of the small businesses the newly
introduced the Inspiritus board
“It was apparent right from
arriving refugees will be able to build
and Nashville leadership group
the start,” Belton continues, “that
to support their families — because
to the idea of developing
restructuring and revitalization
of the new microenterprise program.
what the property would look
would be necessary. The board
“There are a number of
like with a mission focus.
has been reconstituted with a
opportunities to volunteer,” Belton
“This project began in Fall,
number of new members who
concludes. “Friends can open their
2020 and we are hopeful that by
bring capacity and connections
homes to young people for foster care
Spring, 2025 the project will be
in government, banking, finance,
and adoption. There are Afghan and
complete. A $2.5 million Barnes
development, organizational
Ukrainian refugees who are fleeing
Housing Trust Fund grant has
structure, and human resources.
repressive regimes and war. Volunteers
been attained to develop the
The church connections have been
are also needed for the disaster
property into low and affordable
expanded to include Presbyterians,
response and recovery opportunities
housing for 80+ vulnerable
United Methodists, and the United
that are long term and ongoing.
households in the Nashville area.
Church of Christ — as well as
“There are a number of additional
“Moeller shared that Inspiritus
Lutherans. The Lutheran clergy
ways to volunteer — we must be
is committed to building what is
on the board raise questions
generous with our time, our energy
needed in the community. We
consistently regarding how our
and our dollars to support the
will listen and discover how to
activities will promote the Gospel of be great community partners,”
excellent work that continues to be
Jesus Christ as well as help people.”
done by the former Lutheran Services
Belton maintains. “This will be a
The reconstitution, and the
of Georgia, now Inspiritus.” s
wonderful opportunity to serve the
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Georgia Morphs Into Inspiritus
What we do —

Inspiritus delivers programs and
services to help individuals and families
progress in four measurable markers
of a thriving life: basic needs, stability/
safety, community integration and
self-sufficiency/self-determination.

Who We Serve —

Inspiritus empowers those who face
challenges and disruptions: children
who have been abused or neglected,
people with developmental disabilities,
refugees and immigrants, individuals
affected by natural disaster, and
people in low-income communities.

How You Can Help —

Inspiritus relies on our supporters,
volunteers, and community and corporate
partners. You are invited you to join with
Inspiritus to help increase our impact in
the communities in which we serve.
Contact The Rev. Dr. Victor Belton at
vjbelton@gmail.com or

Inspiritus is a nonprofit
social service agency that
guides individuals and
families whose lives have
been disrupted on a path
from surviving to thriving.
In 2019, Lutheran Services
in Tennessee and Lutheran
Services of Georgia joined
forces and became known
as Inspiritus. The name
“Inspiritus” derives from the
Latin term “inspirit,” which
means “to fill with strength
or courage.” To “inspirit”
is what Inspiritus does.
Inspiritus helps individuals
and families discover their
inner strength and resilience,
leading to a more fulfilling
life. To learn more or to
donate, contact Rev. John
Moeller, president & CEO, at
john.moeller@weinspirit.
org or Rev. Dr. Victor Belton
at vjbelton@gmail.com.

Nashville, TN “Phoenix” created from scraps
found by some of the children
in the neighborhood.
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FLORIDAGEORGIA
Out and About in the District

Send Your News & P hotos to lutheranlife@aol.com

Pelican/Naples, FL became an official chartered member of the
Florida-Georgia District on May 1st of this year. Grace/Naples, FL
launched Pelican as a new church start in 2016. Pelican holds church
services in three different languages — English, Spanish and Haitian.
Pelican is also a community center for an expansive area
surrounding their campus. That center offers English literacy
classes, conversational Spanish courses, refugee/immigration
assistance and curricular activities such as soccer, music festivals
and more. Pictured are, left, The Revs. Keith Lingsch (Grace/
Naples, FL) and right, Mark Eisold (Grace/Pelican, Naples, FL). s
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Kristin Becker Recognized as Our Savior’s Teacher of the Year
At Plantation Chamber of Commerce Banquet

PEOPLE

Nominated by Our Savior/
Plantation, FL Principal Linda
Root, Kristin Becker was
awarded Teacher of the Year
for Our Savior by the City of
Plantation along with other
Teachers from Plantation schools.
Kristin’s parents, both retired
Lutheran school teachers, were
able to attend the banquet. At
right, Linda Root with Becker.
Below, Becker with her parents,
Judy and Mike Stock. s

Mark Stirdivant Installed at Christ Our Savior/St. Augustine
On Sunday, May 22, The
Rev. Mark B. Stirdivant was
installed at Christ Our Savior/St.
Augustine, FL. This was President
Greg Walton’s final installation
ceremony as District President.

Prior to his move to Saint
Augustine, Pastor Stirdivant served
parishes in Kansas City, MO and
Yucaipa, CA. In June of this year,
Pastor Stirdivant will have marked
20 years of service in the pastoral

ministry. The congregation also
welcomed his wife, Krika, and
their four-year-old son Turner
to their parish family. s

Pictured are pastors in attendance — front row from left, Patrick McKenzie,
Frank Marshall, Dana Brones, Mark Stirdivant, Greg Walton, Frank Frye;
and back row, from left, Leon Roberts, Tim Nickel, Rory Hermann, William
Reister, Drew Newman, Nathan McCarty, and Douglas Good.

21

Our Savior/Plantation Contributes
Back to Community With VBS Drive

Pastor Tony Durante met
with Our Savior/Plantation,
FL’s new intern, Shaina DenileGrundstrom to get acquainted
and share things about the
ministry and opportunities at
the church and school. Shaina
and her husband, Michael, will
be coming to Florida in July
where Michael, a certified
Lutheran school teacher, will
be teaching classes while
Shaina fills the Director of
Christian Education internship.
Shaina is from Longmont,
CO and Michael is from
Rapid City, SD. They both
graduated from Concordia/
Seward, NE. s
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During Our Savior/
Plantation, FL’s VBS,
campers and volunteers
were all invited to give
back to the community by
donating much-needed
school supplies to families
who couldn’t otherwise
afford it as part of an
Office Depot charity event.
In total, 20 back packs
stuffed with items — each
worth about $100-$175.
Their Vacation
Bible School theme
was Monumental and
took place the week of
June 13th. There were
87 campers and 75
volunteers in total. s

St. Paul/Boca
Raton Hosts
Monumental VBS

More than 240 children from the
congregation, school and community
went “off road” the week of June
6th at St. Paul/Boca Raton, FL.
The week-long program,
directed by Susan Franskousky
(below right), was a huge success.
Sara Willocks (below middle), St.
Paul’s Early Childhood Director,
coached the kids each day through
their songs and choreography
with Pastor Steve Carretto,
as Cliff Towers. They trekked
through relevant Bible points and
immersed in new adventures.
St. Paul transformed the
sanctuary into a Southwest
adventure taking VBS kids
offroad through the colorful
canyons and sunbaked trails
of the southwest. Daily they
explored God’s awesomeness
as they formed a rock-solid
faith for the road ahead.

St. Paul’s
Assistant Principal,
Jeff Potter (at left),
had daily skits in
his classroom with
props. Here he is
getting ready to
demonstrate nails
in the cross and
the stones being
removed from the
tomb. Below he takes
the kids through
the story of Joseph
and his “amazing
technicolor coat of
many colors.” s

Vicar Brandon Bettcher (left),
as Jesus, demonstrates
He is the light of the world.
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Sioux FallS lutheran School, Sioux FallS, SD

SMART LOANS
FOR EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
SECURITY | MAINTENANCE
ACADEMIC | REPAIRS
TECHNOLOGY
24

GET STARTED TODAY!

Lutheran Church Extension Fund’s (LCEF) SMART Loan
is designed to meet the short-term financial needs of
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod elementary, middle
and high schools.
nS
ECURITY upgrades and system enhancements,
including energy-efficiency projects
nM
AINTENANCE and other facility upgrades, including
playground equipment
n
ACADEMIC resources for classroom use
nR
EPAIRS for both the building and fleet
(can also be used for vehicle purchases)
nT
ECHNOLOGY needs and equipment leases, purchases
and upgrades

BENEFITS AND FEATURES
n0
% interest for the first 12 months
n
Borrow up to $150,000
n
Loan payments structured up to 10 years, depending on
needs
n
Payments for the second 12 months determined using
LCEF’s Cost of Funds
n
Payments for the remaining term of the loan determined
using LCEF’s Cost of Funds plus up
to 2.5%, adjusted annually
n
Low closing fees
n
No prepayment penalties

Jay Wendland
District Vice President, Florida-Georgia District
407-258-5041, Jay.Wendland@lcef.org
Lutheran Church Extension Fund-Missouri Synod. 10733 Sunset Office Drive, Suite 300, St. Louis, MO 631271020. 800-843-5233. lcef.org. NMLS #3444. Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee (MB.0006057). Loans made or
arranged pursuant to a California Law License (6037619). For more information on LCEF’s lending license go to
lcef.org/state-disclosures/.

Thrive Community Church/Estero, FL had great
responses from inbound freshmen coming to Florida Gulf
Coast University. The congregation had a booth at the
Eagle View Orientation Resource Fair where Pastor John
Roth and member Ashley Reijm greeted students as they
enrolled in classes. They shared information about Thrive. s
St. Paul/Weston, FL completed another Monumental Effort during
their week of Vacation Bible School this summer. More than 200
youth volunteers, 40 adult volunteers, and 300 participants (below)
that made Monumental, truly Monumental. At left — Jeremy Becker
with his two daughters, Mikayla and Natalie and his niece, Alexa,
who came all the way from St. Louis, MO to join the fun. s
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National Day of
Prayer Celebrated
in Plantation

Our Savior/Plantation, FL students, members,
parents and faculty assembled outside on the ball
courts for this year’s National Day of Prayer observance
on May 5, 2022. Held annually on the first Thursday of
May as designated by the United States Congress, its
inception dates back to 1775 when the president signed
a proclamation encouraging all Americans to pray.
Individual students from the school’s grades third
through fifth led prayer petitions for the environment,
government, military, first responders and healthcare
workers, schools, and the economy. A 10-person panel
of uniformed service members and first responders
attended the gathering — many are parents of children

in the school. When John Waldron sang the “StarSpangled Banner” — which Nancy Volz recently taught
the students in music class — the entire school joined
him. Mrs. Gabrielle Liebertz’s VPK class concluded
the ceremony by singing Our God Is So Great.
Above photo shows Our Savior’s Pastor
Tony Durante with the students and officers
representing the Plantation and North Lauderdale
Fire Departments, Seminole, Boca Raton and
Miami Gardens Police Departments, U.S. Customs
and Boarder Patrol as well as members of the
United States Navy and Marine Corps. s

Woodlands/ Montverde, FL
celebrated their new confirmands
this spring. Pastor Joshua Pettit
confirmed (front row from
left) Savana Kania, Susan Ulloa
Harvey, Anna Sharp, Aron Quickel
Back row from left: Rev. Joshua
Pettit, William Holcomb, Rev.
Dr. Robert M. Roegner s
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Daughter of Christ/Perry Congregation
Graduates Concordia in Three Years
This past May, several
members from Christ/Perry,
GA attended the graduation
ceremony at Concordia
University, Seward, Nebraska.
It was the latest chapter in
a story that began 13 years
previous in the Fall of 2009.
When Christ Lutheran
opened their doors in 2006, they
desired to serve the community
in tangible ways. As a result, in
2007, the congregation began
serving a free weekly sit-down
meal each and every Friday to
anyone who wanted to attend.
It was a sizeable undertaking for
a mission congregation. They’re
still doing it 16 years later.
The meal was known as Thee
Lord’s Table. A restaurant-style
meal was served and a devotion
from God’s Word was always
part of lunch. Approximately
75 people regularly attended.
A few blocks away from the
store-front where Christ/Perry
worshipped and served this
meal, lived a young girl and
her mother in a low-cost hotel.
Their family didn’t have much,
so they regularly attended this
meal beginning in 2009.
Daughter Ashlee, was
eight years old at the time. At
times, Ashlee’s Mom got into
trouble with the law due to
struggling with drug addiction.
When that happened, Pastor
and Renee Lehenbauer opened
their home to Ashlee and she
would stay with them for days
at a time. Then came a day
when Ashlee’s Mom got into some
real trouble. Her Mom went to
prison for a theft she committed
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to support her drug habit.
 	 From that day on, Ashlee Long
became a daughter of the Christ
Lutheran Church family. She
lived for a couple years with
members Scott & Lisa Griffin. For
quite a few years she lived with
the family of Pastor John
and Renee Lehenbauer.
 	 Many folks at Christ
Lutheran gave Ashlee
encouragement, help, and
treated her like a daughter of
their own. Renee Lehenbauer
and Lisa Griffin became almost
like dual Moms. Scott Griffin
and Pastor Lehenbauer did
their best to serve as dual
Dads. Tim Lehenbauer owned
a local restaurant in town
and eventually gave Ashlee a
steady job at My Father’s Place
Pizza, which helped greatly.
 	 But mostly, God was doing a
supernatural work with this young
woman. When Ashlee first became
part of the Christ Lutheran family
as a child, you could give her a hug
and she was completely unresponsive
and cold. She would not even raise
her arms to react. But over the years
the congregation family watched
God slowly transform a young
girl who didn’t seem interested or
capable of returning a hug, into
a wonderful and joyful Christian
young woman who serves others.
How did that happen?
“Ashlee came to Sunday School
and church regularly,” explains
Pastor John Lehenbauer, “what
other choice do you have when
you live with a pastor’s family,
right? She completed confirmation
classes and gave a profession of
her Christian faith in 8th Grade.

“Many summers, she spent a
week at Camp Lakeview Lutheran
in Seymour, Indiana, later serving
as a Junior Counselor. Sometimes
people think that growth in
the Christian faith occurs in a
vacuum. Rather, it occurs in and

around other Christians.”
According to the Lehenbauers,
Ashlee took advantage of dual
enrollment opportunities while
attending high school — and was able
to complete a year of college prior to
graduating. “When it was time to go
to college she had the opportunity
to visit our daughter, Grace, who
had started classes at Concordia/
Nebraska,” Lisa Griffin offers. “Ashlee
knew that Concordia would also be
a great fit for her and it has, indeed,
been a great experience. At times,
Ashlee played on the college soccer
team. She sometimes worked three
part-time jobs to help pay the bills.”
Three years after graduating
high school, Ashlee Long graduated
this past May 7th from Concordia/
Nebraska with a Bachelor’s degree in
Biology. She completed her degree
work in three years. Scott & Lisa
Griffin, Pastor and Renee Lehenbauer,
and Tim Lehenbauer were all in
attendance for her graduation
and celebration — remembering
the path that led to this day.
 	 “All of us are extrmely proud of
the person Ashlee Long is today,”
Pastor Lehenbauer concludes.
“Ashlee is visible evidence that God’s
Word and Jesus Christ still work
life changing miracles in people’s
lives. Seven days after graduation,
she packed up to go work at Camp
Lakeview Lutheran/Seymour,
Indiana as a summer wrangler.” s

First/Clearwater, FL students presented
the musical “A Not So Terrible Parable,” a
mysterious “whodunit” about the Good
Samaritan. The play was presented on
Fine Arts Night in May, 2022. The PreSchool, Kindergarten, and First Grade
Classes also acted out a drama on the
Good Samaritan, written by First’s own
teacher, Mrs. Jennifer O’Brien Bier. s

THEATRE

“A Not So Terrible Parable”
Presented in May at
First/Clearwater

“The Wizard of Oz” Completes
Successful Run at St. Paul/Boca Raton
St. Paul/Boca Raton, FL students presented the musical
“The Wizard of Oz” in May, 2022” to two separate
standing-room-only audiences in the Family Life Center.
The annual musical was directed by St. Paul’s Music
Teacher, Rebecca Schaffer (below, back row, far left) s
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Lutheran Women
in Mission — LWML
recently recognized
Reedeming Life
Outreach Ministries/
Sanford, FL (RLOM)
with a mission grant
to aid in the maternity
home expansion project
into the Chicago, IL
metropolitan area.
Pictured at left,
Executive Director of
RLOM, Sheryl DeWitt,
accepts the LWML grant
payment from Deaconess
Liz Borth, Vice President
for Mission Service
for LWML’s FloridaGeorgia District.
Redeemer/Stuart FL had two middle School handbell groups
(pictured below) perform in May for judges at the “Music in the Parks”
festival in Orlando, FL. Both groups received Straight Superior ratings
from the judges and also received the highest scores of all of the groups
that day. The musical ensembles are led by Redeemer’s Joy Beach. s

Samuel and Alex Shick
In other news from
RLOM, Deaconess
Elizabeth Borth retires at
the end of July. Deaconess
Alex Beall Shick —
who interned with the
maternity home during
the Spring of 2021 — has
accepted the call to serve
as Director of Program
Ministries. She begins her
new position in August.
The Rev. Samuel
Shick, Alex’s husband,
had his vicarage year
at St. Luke’s /Oviedo,
FL and has been called
to serve there. s

On June 5, 2022, Pastor James Rockey and the
congregation of Amazing Grace/Oxford, FL
honored Lois Schaefer’s 10 years of service as the
Lay Representative for Region Two on the LCMS
Florida-Georgia District Board of
Directors. Schaefer completed her three
elected trienniums plus one additional
year due to the one-year delay in
conducting the District Convention
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. s

Hope/Bradenton,FL installed
The Rev. James Krach (center)
on Saturday, June 11, 2022.
Participating were pastors
(front, left to right)
Michael Mueller, Rev. Dr. Gregory
Walton, James Krach, Mark
Mueller, Brian Stolarczyk.
Back row from left:
Rossetter Leavitt, David
Dahlke, Michael Mast. s

Messiah/Tampa Commissions New Stephen Ministers

From left — Terry Picillio, leader Sandy Hansen-Swilley, new member
Ernie Munzen, new member Lynn Turke, new member Christy Healey,
leader Jody Schweichler, and leader Norma Halfmann.

Three new Stephen
Ministry members — Christy
Healy, Ernie Munzen,
and Lynn Turke — were
commissioned in May at
three services at Messiah/
Tampa, FL by Pastor Mark
Adrian. All three recently
completed 50 face-to-face
hours of training in the
newly updated Stephen
Ministry course. Laying
of hands of support
was given to the new
members by the Messiah
Stephen Ministry team.
The ministry at Messiah
began in 2008, has trained
seven Stephen Ministry
Leaders, 30 lay Stephen
Ministers and has served
more than 60 people
in need of spiritual and
emotional support. Stephen
Ministry, based in St. Louis,
is active in more than 13,000
congregations world wide. s
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of the Florida-Georgia
34th District Convention

The District Office team
organized an evening for special
guests of the Convention on Friday
night which included a tour of the
museum at The World Golf Hall of
Fame (the site of the convention).
The museum enshrines and honors
both men and women by displaying
memorabilia about five centuries of
golf all housed under one roof. We
learned about the early days when
golf was played with stick and ball
forerunners to modern day clubs.
Through interactive storytelling,
exhibitions, works of art, audio,
video and photography, the Hall
of Fame lead us through history —

President Greg Walton practices
his swing with a museum club

by John List
FLGA District
Communications Director
Editor, Lutheran Life
lutheranlife@aol.com
The Tower

showing that in life, as in golf, there
is little difference, between the races
of mankind and that we all have
a place in golf and in the world.
President Walton demonstrated
his drive with a golf club
designed for King Kong. Guests
also got to pose on the bridge
of The Grand Old Lady — the
nickname of the Old Course at St.
Andrews CC in Fife, Scotland.

Mark Brink with
The Grand Old
Lady — (and his
wife, Mary Beth)

One exhibit pays homage to Bob
Hope looking at his devotion to the
United States troops and the various
ways he championed the game
of golf. The Nancy Lopez exhibit
highlights Lopez’s accomplishments
on the course, showing the
honest, appealing and entertaining
personality that so deeply connected
her to golf fans worldwide.
Guests retreated to the top
of the Tower Room for dinner
(see photo). After dinner I had a
glass of wine (or two) with one
of my former vicars who later
was my pastor, The Rev. Dr. Ben
Haupt — Convention Essayist. It
was our opportunity to catch up.
Suddenly we realized everyone
had left — it was time to ride the
elevator back down to the exit. As
the doors opened into the museum
it was pitch black. All exit doors were
locked. There was no way out!
I suspected we were in for a long
night in the museum but Ben saw a
red button on the wall and pushed
it thinking it might release the large
doors. A voice came on a speaker
asking us what we were doing
in the museum
after hours.
Security came
quickly . . . probably
to ensure we
weren’t carrying
Bob Hope’s clubs
away. It made
for a memorable
evening that I won’t
quickly forget! s

