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District Calls Accepted
08/16/22 ���������Rev� John Mackowiak (O) Sole Pastor to 

Amazing Grace/Oxford, FL
08/20/22 ���������Rev� John Hohe (O) Sole Pastor to       

Grace/St� Cloud, FL
09/28/22 ���������Rev� Aaron Schnelle (O) Sole Pastor to 

Bethel/Clearwater, FL

Transferred Out of FLGA to Other Districts
08/01/22 ���������Ms� Kathrine Onnen (C) to MO
09/26/22 ���������Rev� Timmothy Heath (O) to KS
10/05/22 ���������Rev� William Murphy (O) to MO
10/05/22 ���������Rev� Dennis Tegtmeier (O) to TX
10/05/22 ���������Rev� Daniel Kelm (O) to SE
1024/22�����������Rev� Frank Kinast (O) to SE

Transferred Into FLGA  from Other Districts
08/19/22����������Rev� David Barber (O) from North IL
09/01/22����������Ms� Anna Barber (C) from North IL
0926/22 ����������Rev� Mark Flory (O from MI

DISTRICT CAPSULES
Initial Placements of 

Ordained and Commissioned Ministers
08/14/22 ���������Dcs� Marissa Kroenke (C) from Concordia 

Theological Seminary/Ft� Wayne, IN to 
Grace/St� Petersburg, FL

09/11/22 ����������Ms� Kristin Volz (C) from Concordia/
Chicago to Our Savior/Plantation, FL

Ordinations & Installations
08/07/22 ���������Ms� Emily Gierse (C) as Teacher at Our 

Savior/St� Petersburg, FL
08/14/22 ���������Dcs� Marissa Krooenke (C) as 

Deaconess at Grace/St� Petersburg, FL
09/11/22 ����������Ms� Kristin Volz (C) as Teacher at Our 

Savior/Plantation, FL

Status Change Within District
08/01/22 ���������Dcs� Elizabeth Borth (C) from Active to 

Candidate

Called to Glory
08/18/22 ���������Rev. Daniel Brockhoff (O)
08/22/22 ���������Mr� Theodore Geheb (C)

Please send your stories, articles, 
photos and all address corrections, 

deletions and additions to:

LutheranLife@aol.com
Please attach photos in one of these formats:

.jpg  .png  .pdf  

Attention!

This month’s cover photo shows attendees of the FLGA 
District Pastors Conference held September 19-21, 2022 in Daytona Beach, Florida

A

To stay connected to the Florida-Georgia District — and receive 
the Advent and Lent devotions into your email box — simply enter 
your information through this link on the FLGA District website: 

flgadistrict.org/connect/
and complete the subscribe information. Or send an email to 

communications@flgadistrict.org
or contact the District Staff at 

407-857-5556. 

Stay Connected!



3

season! Let’s share in subtle yet 
loving ways the message of joy. 
 Here’s a few of my responses. When they 
say “Happy Holidays“ I say something like, “It 
is Happy Holy-Days because we’re celebrating 
the birth of the Savior!” Or a simple “Happy 
Holy-Days to you too!” I love watching their 
reaction and sometimes I’ve even taken 
the opportunity to tell them that holidays 
comes from the old English, “Holy Days.”  
 Or when they say, “Seasons greetings“, 
I say “And Greetings of the Lord to you!” 
Or sometimes “Yes I am celebrating God’s 
greetings of peace on earth!” No, I don’t 
always respond using these, but when I do, 
I find doors open and people seem willing 

to engage 
and listen.  
 The entire 
Bible is about 
Mission — 
God’s Mission. 
The story from 
Genesis to Revelation 
is about how God goes 
about His purpose 
to reconcile and 
reclaim lost sinners 
to Himself. Christmas 
is a high point in the 
narrative, but there 
is more to the story! 
Jesus’ perfect life, 
death, resurrection, 

and ascension complete His saving work. There is 
no doubt that God is still at work for there is still 
more work to be done in the Mission of God. The 
Great Sending continues, and we get to partner with 
God in His Great work!
May the Lord bless your 
Advent Christmas season 
as you celebrate God’s 
Great Sending. Yes, 
God’s Word tells of His 
work so that we and all 
people might be saved. 

A As you read this edition of your 
Florida-Georgia District Magazine, 
I am quite certain you have begun 
to anticipate the holiday season. 
For many it is a time of family, 
festivities, travel and celebration. 
Yet have you noticed how fewer 
and fewer people understand the 

reason for the season? At first, we observed it 
in phrases and greetings like: “Happy Holidays!” 
“Season’s Greetings.” Now it’s gone to new 
levels where saying, “Merry Christmas!” or 
anything with hints of religion is seen as an 
offense and infringement upon other’s rights. 
 However, I believe that the times in which we 
live are overflowing with opportunities for incredible 
witness! It is with 
that in mind that 
the District is again 
providing Daily 
Advent Devotions 
and this year they 
are being built 
around the theme, 
“So That…”
 The Scriptures 
are filled with a 
number of powerful 
and insightful verses 
that truly get to the 
heart of God — the 
heart that yearns for 
all people to know 
and receive the 
greatest gift — His Son, ours, and the world’s Savior.  
 Throughout the past several years I have 
found myself captivated by verses that contain 
the phrase, “So that…”. It’s like a beacon calling 
out “Listen up!” “Pay attention!” or “Here’s the 
answer to the question, ‘What does this mean?’” So 
I chose this theme because Advent and Christmas 
are both a wonderful opportunity to reaffirm 
why we celebrate and, to help the world, those all 
around us, understand and join in the celebration!
 Let me give you an example. Most people, 
even unbelievers, recognize John 3:16. Yet I would 
suggest that they don’t go far beyond “God so loved 
the world.”  That is, they don’t ask why.  When 
they read “God so loved” they hear “love” in all 
sorts of ways. It may be a feeling or an emotion, 
but they don’t get how God’s perfect love is much 
more — it is an action! Therefore the Apostle John 
wrote, “This is how God showed His love for us: 
He sent His one and only Son into the world so 
that we might live through Him” (1 John 4:9).
 So, fellow believers since Jesus is God’s 
demonstration of His incompatible love, let us 
be His bold witnesses this Advent/Christmas 

President
Florida-Georgia District

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

A blessed 

and joyous 

Christ-mas,

LIFE LIN
ES

James Rockey

Responding to the World, SO THAT…



At this year’s Pastors 
Conference held in 
Daytona Beach, FL in 
September, the District 
Multicultural Church 
Award was presented 

by The Rev. Tony Durante, pastor 
at Our Savior/Plantation, FL and 
chairman of the Multicultural and 
Ethnic Diversity Task Force (MEDTF). 
 Three congregations were 
up for consideration and had 
agreed to be interviewed by the 
selection committee. They were 

• Prince of Peace (Príncipe 
de la Paz)/Orlando, FL,
• The Pelican/Naples, FL and
• Holy Trinity/Tampa, FL  

The Award Winner Selection 
Committee was comprised of Imias 
Ansara (a parent of Trinity Lutheran 
School alumni in Delray Beach, FL), 
Rev. Scott Gress, Rev. Ken Larson, 
Rev. Jake Roedsens and Rev. 
Bob Scudieri. Members of 
the Task Force are Jonathan 
Albertin, Rev. Dr. Victor Belton, 
Deaconess Ligia Morales- 
Borges, Rev. Kenyatta Cobb, 
Jared Khan-Bagley, Rev. Frank 
Marshall, Rebecca Marshall, 
Rhoda Reilly and Kathy Keene.
 “The selection committee 

desired for all three contestants 
to be recognized as models of 
multicultural ministry but chose 
Holy Trinity for the award,” Durante 
offered. “It was a difficult decision 
because all three congregations 
are achieving great things in the 
area of multi-cultural outreach.”
 Pastor Dan Prugh accepted 
a trophy and a $500 cash prize 
on behalf of his congregation. 
 “When President Emeritus, The 
Rev. Dr. Greg Walton established 
the task force the goals were:

• Raise awareness in the District
• Understand the scope of issues
• Provide positive stories for 

website/District publications
• Discover ways to make 

congregations sensitive 
to issues without 
legalism/judgment

• Discover ways to encourage 
congregations to consider 
diversity when building teams

• Provide worship resources for 
a potential day of repentance

• Provide a list of resources for 
congregations to consider.

 Members of the MEDTF have 
developed resources to be used by 
congregations in efforts to create 
awareness about multicultural 

Holy Trinity/Tampa Wins Inaugural Multi-Cultural Award

Receiving the Multi-Cultural Church Award 
at the conference were Pastor Dan Prugh, 
Kelly Reilly, Principal of the school and Erica 
Couture, Church Administrative Assistant

relations and for personal reflection 
about attitudes toward other races. 
These include a recorded theatrical 
drama and a confession and 
absolution liturgy specific to racism. 
 “The inspiration for the idea 
is the All-American Cities Award,” 
Durante explained, “a community 
recognition program in the United 
States given by the National Civic 
League. The award recognizes 
the work of communities in using 
inclusive civic engagement to 
address critical issues and create 
stronger connections among 
residents, businesses and nonprofit 
and government leaders. Once 
called by the organization the 
“Nobel Prize for Constructive 
Citizenship” — it has been awarded 
to more than 500 communities 
across the country.”  
 Similarly, the MEDTF seeks 
to present the Multicultural 
Church Award to a FLGA District 
congregation that demonstrates a 
multicultural approach to mission 
and ministry in following aspects 
of in-reach and outreach: 
 1. Education 
 2. Engagement 
 3. Improvements 
 4. Legacy  s

Pastor Tony Durante 
Introduces the Multi-
Cultural Church Award 
before announcing the 
inaugural winners

A
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Clergy Anniversaries Celebrated at District Pastor’s Conference
Pastor # Years Congregation
Brian Albrecht 10 ...............................Trinity/Port Charlotte, FL
Tony Durante 10 ............................... Our Savior/Plantation, FL
Christopher Kollman 10 .............................. Redeemer/Vero Beach, FL
Todd Kuehn 10 ......................... Beautiful Savior/Sarasota, FL
Andrew Sorenson 10 ............................................Faith/Dunedin, FL
Charles (CJ) Kanefke 15 ......................................Trinity/Cape Coral, FL
Roland Vega 15 ...........................................Trinity/Toccoa, GA
Jeffrey Jordan 20 ...........................Rivercliff/Sandy Springs, GA
Andy Ritchie 20 ....................................... St. Paul/Lakeland, FL
Mark Stirdivant 20 ...............Christ Our Savior/St. Augustine, FL
Robert Maulella 25 ..............................................Faith/Sebring, FL
Dave Dahlke 30 ......................................... Lakeside/Venice, FL
Jeffrey Skopak 30 ..................................... Grace/Jacksonville, FL
Jeffrey Webb 30 ...................................... Trinity/Savannah, GA
Blair Clark 35 ..................................Trinity/Summerfield, FL
Curtis Deterding 35 ........................................... Zion/Ft. Myers, FL
Wilfredo Rivera, Sr. 35 ...................................... Trinity/Cutler Bay, FL
Donald Stier 35 .................................. Immanuel/Tavernier, FL
Dennis Bartels 40 .......................... Holy Cross/North Miami, FL
Russ Frahm 40 ............................. Emeritus/Merrit Island, FL
Peter Hoffman 40 ................................Emeritus Jacksonville, FL
Peter Meier 40 ............................. District Office/Orlando, FL
Tony Steinbronn 40 ........................................Emeritus/Oviedo, FL
Thomas Waynick 40 ...................... Pastoral Institute/Benning, GA
Dave Wesche 40 ..................................All Saints/Blairsville, GA
Jon Zehnder 40 ................................St. Michael/Ft. Myers, FL
Russell Anderson 45 .................................Emeritus/Palm Coast, FL
Ken Larson 45 ......................Emeritus/West Palm Beach, FL
Ronald Engel 50 .................................Emeritus/Fort Pierce, FL
Kenneth Garazin 50 ..............................Emeritus/Marco Island, FL
John Frerking 55 .................... Emeritus/North Palm Beach, FL

The Rev. John Frerking recognized 
for 55 years in ministry

Pastors Ronald Engel and 
Kenneth Garazin recognized 
for 50 years in ministry

Pastor Peter Meier 
was Wednesday’s
Keynote Speaker

At left — Pastor Walt Waiser was 
Tuesday’s Keynote Speaker

Pastors Dan Prugh and Mark Adrian 
presented a skit entitled  “First 
Step into a Larger World” — using 
humor to demonstrate how we can 
bring community to members using 
technology to worship from home.

Pastors Dennis Bartels, Peter Meier, Thomas 
Waynick and Jon Zender celebrated 40 years 

Above & below — There were several 
opportunities during the conference to 
find quiet time for prayer and reflection 
in between breakout sessions.



we did not personally have to 
reach out to them. We could 
give money to foreign missions 
and let the missionaries from our 
denomination do the work for us. 
Now the Lord, in His wisdom and 
mercy, has sent the nations to our 
neighborhoods. They are with 
us daily in our community, but 
not in our congregation.”  
 According to Scudieri and  
Belton, many of them walk 
and drive past our churches 
daily without an invitation to 
a relationship with Jesus. 
 A grant was prepared buy
Dr. Scudieri and placed before the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League — well known for their 
heart for missions and obedience 
to spread the Gospel through their 
mites. “These mighty women of 
God funded the grant, and Dr. 
Scudieri called on me to be the 
Project Manager and Rev. Dr. 
Peter Meier, Mission Executive 
of the Florida Georgia District, 
to provide supervision of the 
initiative,” Belton continued. 
 There are currently 22 pastors 
and their congregations actively 
working to develop missions starts 
to their neighbors of different 
nations, peoples, tribes, and 
languages. REV7:9 congregations 
are intentionally praying and 
working to reverse that trend 
of our congregations which are 

What does 
Jesus see when 
he looks at the 
composition 
of His called 
out, beloved, 
community of 

believers? He shares his vision with 
us through Saint John the Revelator 
in the apocalyptic, prophetic book 
of Revelation. 
Jesus’ view is 
summarized for us:
“Behold, a great 
multitude that no 
one could number, 
from every nation, 
from all tribes 
and peoples and 
languages.”— 
Revelation 7:9 ESV
 Those were 
words brought 
to the pastor’s 
conference 
in Daytona 
Beach by Pastor 
Victor Belton, 
Project Manager 
for REV7:9 as he introduced 
the initiative.
“The pastors, congregations, 
and leaders involved in the 
REV7:9 initiative take this view 
of our Savior seriously and are 
intentionally working to manifest 
His vision on earth,” Belton 
explained. “God does not need 
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our assistance and the vision of 
Christ is certainly secured without 
our work. We are saved by grace 
through faith, and yet gratitude 
for our salvation and the gracious 
gift of eternal life motivates us 
to do work that is pleasing to our 
Lord. Consequently, we strive to 
display this great multitude from 
every nation, tribe, peoples, and 

languages in 
our midst.”
 REV7:9 was 
birthed in the 
heart of Rev. 
Dr. Robert 
Scudieri of 
Mission Nation 
Publishing 
when he 
realized that 
the Lutheran 
Church is 
95 percent 
European 
extraction — 
which is to 
say “white” 
— but are 

surrounded by people of other 
nationalities to whom there is little 
or no outreach. “This was not the 
case in our neighborhoods around 
our Lutheran churches for the 
first 150 years of our existence,” 
Belton emphasized. “Those people 
of different nations were overseas 
— or at least out of view — so 

REV7:9 Neighborhood Initiative Kicked   Off at District Pastors Conference

Pastors Bob Scudieri and Vic 
Belton share information 

at the REV7:9 booth in the 
lobby of the conference

Pastors Bob Scudieri and Vic Belton lead discussion at the REV7:9 breakfast meeting of the launch group.

W
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The launch group is representative of the 
larger group of 22 congregations who 
are involved in this mission effort.
Participating congregations/pastors include:

o   Lord of Life/Stockbridge GA, Rev. Carl Morton
o   St. Paul/Peachtree City GA, Rev. Mark Dahn
o   Trinity/Savannah GA, Rev. Jeff Webb
o   Mt. Calvary/Warner Robins GA, Rev. Andrew Howe
o   Faith/Merrit Island FL, Rev. Andy Schermbeck
o   Christ/Lakeland FL, Rev. Chris Hazzard
o   Holy Trinity/Tampa, Rev. Dan Prugh
o   Good Shepherd/Gainesville GA, Rev. Dan Sparling
o   Bethlehem/Jacksonville FL, Rev. Dana Brones
o   Hope/Plant City FL, Rev. Dean Pfeffer
o   Our Savior/Lake Worth FL, Rev. Jacob Roedsens
o   Our Savior/Plantation FL, Rev. Tony Durante
o   Christus Victor/Athens GA, Rev. Greg Michael
o   University/Tallahassee FL, Rev. Jay Winters
o   Messiah/Tampa FL, Rev. Mark Adrian
o   Oak Road/Lilburn GA, Rev. Andrew Wrasman
o   Trinity/Rockledge FL, Rev. Ron Meyr
o   St. Paul/Boca Raton FL, Rev. Steve Carretto
o   Grace/Naples FL, Rev. Keith Lingsch
o   The Pelican/Naples FL, Rev. Mark Eisold
o   Peace/Decatur GA, Rev. Terrell Davis

Objectives of REV7:9
VISION — Inspire and equip pastors 
leaders, and congregations to 
become passionate and optimistic 
about reaching every nation, 
tribe, peoples and languages.

STRATEGY — Identify, produce 
and encourage the use of our 
resources to equip congregations 
in outreach efforts to ethnically 
diverse community members. 

ENCOURAGEMENT — Cluster groups 
of leaders, congregations and their 
teams for education, sharing success and 
learnings, as well as mutual support.

DEVELOPMENT — Provide 
coaching for consultation, 
encouragement and guidance.

REV7:9 Neighborhood Initiative Kicked   Off at District Pastors Conference
shrinking in size yet are surrounded 
by people who need to hear the 
saving Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
REV7:9 resources congregations with 
strategies, mentoring, coaching, and 
fraternal encouragement to stretch 
beyond their Anglo congregations to 
welcome the foreigner, the stranger, 
and those who are ethnically different.
 “These congregations are the 
tip of the spear; we pray that this 
initiative will open doors, provide 
examples, and produce resources 
for many others to join God’s 
mission in their neighborhoods.
 “We should need no special 
program for this. The love of Christ 
compels us and the Holy Spirit inspires 
us to share the love of the Savior,” 
Belton continued, “yet our sinful 
nature, the old Adam in us fills us 
with fear of the other, rejection of 
their way of life, a negative attitude 
toward them and their customs which 
are different than our own. We pray 
for the Holy Spirit to come and set 
us ablaze with Christ’s love for others 
and to motivate us to share the Gospel 
with all those with whom we connect 
as we ‘Go,’ regardless of nation, 
ethnicity, tribe, or language.”  s

The Pastors Conference pause for 
prayer after the comprehensive 
presentation introducing REV7:9
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Ileana Barbari, Principal of St. Luke’s/Oviedo, FL 
Preschool, was the recipient of the Dr. Ben Eggers 

Award. She is shown with her family on stage.

2022 Educators Conference Focuses on Renew, Reconnect and Restore
Using 1 Peter 5:10 as 
the theme for this 
past September’s 
Florida-Georgia 
District Educators 

Conference, Executive for School 
and Youth Ministries Executive 
Director Jennifer Tanner and 
her conference team sought to 
underscore Peter’s benediction: 
“And after you have suffered 
a little while, the God of all 
grace, who has called you to 
his eternal glory in Christ,
will himself restore, 
confirm, strengthen, 
and settle you.”
 No theme could 
have been more 
apropos — coming 
off years of this 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
“From the start of 
the pandemic, our 
educators have 
shown courage, 
creativity, and 
determination 
in helping their 
students and 
colleagues through 
the most difficult 
time of their lives,” Tanner stated. 
“This collective experience has 
changed us as human beings and 
has dramatically altered the way 
we teach and learn. And many 
of these changes — both good 
and bad — will likely impact 
education for years to come.” 
 In the FLGA District, it has 
always been a paramount goal 
to ensure our students get a 
well-deserved quality education. 
Lutheran schools have a distinct 
and multi-faceted purpose, Tanner 
emphasized. “Lutheran schools 

teach students 
and their families 
God’s Word 
in the Bible, 
especially that 
Jesus is their 
Savior, and to 
teach the basic 
concepts of the 
Christian faith 
as outlined in 
Luther’s Small 
Catechism. God’s 
Word, Jesus 

and the 
Christian 
faith are 
taught 
every 
day in 
Lutheran 
schools 
through reading the 
Bible, learning Bible 
stories, singing hymns 
and songs, praying and 
serving others in the 
community and beyond.”
 Lutheran schools 
also help develop students’ 
understanding that 
God has a purpose for 

them. When they learn the story 
of God’s love for them in the 
Bible, they learn that they are 
treasured creations of God who 
loves them and has a plan for 
them. God planned them for a 
purpose. Students are encouraged 
to discover the purpose that God 
has for them now at their current 
age and to trust that God has 
purpose for them in the future.
 Brenda Jank was the keynote 
speaker from the organization 
Run Hard. Rest Well. RWRH 
equips leaders and educators 

Keynote Speaker 
Brenda Jank

to thrive and flourish in a high-
stress profession through a focus 
on mental health, resiliency, 
and positive engagement.
  Jank presented evidence-
informed restorative wellness 
practices that can be used to 
strengthen the mental and 
emotional health of faculty and 
students. She was a very high-
energy and story-driven speaker — 
equipping conference participants 
to explore transformative rhythms 
of work and rest for themselves 
and those they lead, love, and 
serve. Conference colleagues came 
away accentuating the importance 
of “me time” — particularly 
coming off the pandemic.
 “We had three years of ministry 
anniversaries to celebrate,” Tanner 
pointed out. “We haven’t been 
together to celebrate them.”  
 Ten years of service and 
every five years following 

U
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Jennifer Tanner, FLGA District School & Youth 
Ministries Executive, presents the Barnabas Award to 
Rev. Kevin Yoakum, Christ The King/Riverview, FL

2022 Educators Conference Focuses on Renew, Reconnect and Restore

that benchmark were 
recognized — with heartfelt 
applause — from the stage.

Dr. Ben Eggers 
Outstanding 

Educator Award
 In 1986 the FLGA District 
Administrators Association began 
recognizing a “Teacher of the Year” 
at its annual Educators Conference 
each Fall. Dr. Ben Eggers served as 
the FL/GA District Parish Services 
Executive from 1979-1986 after 
serving as the youth ministry 
director for the LCMS. This position 
served all the schools in the district 
as well as the congregations. 
 Ben was an advocate for 
FLGA District schools and a 
true encourager of educators in 
their ministry — synod-wide. 
On May 21, 1993, Ben died very 
suddenly after delivering a keynote 

address at the 
Walther League 
Convention.
In the Fall 
of 1993, the 
Administrators 
Association 
renamed the 
“Teacher of the 
Year” award the 
“Dr. Ben Eggers 
Outstanding 
Educator” award.  
Dr. Egger’s wife, 
Lillian, presented 
the first award 
at the 1993 
District Educators 
Conference. 
To date, more 
than fifty 
educators have 

been honored with the award.
  This year’s recipient was 
Ileana Barbari, Principal of St. 
Luke’s/Oviedo, FL Preschool. 
  “Ileana Barbari is a remarkable 
example of a dedicated servant of 
Jesus Christ,” Tanner emphasized. 
“She developed the preschool 
program at St. Luke’s and has 
been the director for the past 21 
years. Her passion and vision to 
begin a preschool ministry has 
led the way to an award-winning 
state-of-the-art program serving 
more than 200 children and 
their families. Ileana showed her 
creativity and dedication when 
she implemented an outdoor 
classroom that has become a 
model for other programs. She 
exemplifies humble leadership 
and through her work countless 
students and families have 
learned about the love of Jesus.”  

Barnabas — Son 
of Encouragement 

Award
 The Book of Acts presents 
Barnabas as an evangelizing 
apostle and church leader who was 
a model of integrity and character. 
He is called a “good man,” a 
“prophet and teacher,” an “apostle” 
and “one who through God worked 
miracles.”  Acts recounts the times 
he faced persecution and risked 
his life for the name of Jesus.  
Barnabas believed that Saul had 
truly been converted when others 
expressed doubt and disbelief.
 Barnabas saw great potential 
in young John Mark (the assistant 
for Paul & Barnabas) — and was 
a champion for both he and Saul 
at different times. The apostles 
nicknamed him, “Barnabas – 
Son of Encouragement.”
 The FLGA District bestows this 
award on a pastor who is a strong 
partner in their congregation’s 
school ministry, one who makes 
a profound impact on what the 
school ministry team is able to 
accomplish. In 2015, Educators in 
the FLGA District established the 
“Barnabas, Son of Encouragement 
Award,” to honor pastors for their 
support and partnership in the 
Gospel through school ministries. 
 Recipient of this annual 
award was Rev. Kevin Yoakum, 
Christ The King/Riverview, FL.
 “For the past ten years, Pastor 
Kevin Yoakum has traveled from 
his congregation at Christ the 
King in Riverview to the campus 
of Immanuel Lutheran School 
in Brandon, FL.  Although not 
‘officially’ the school pastor, he 
was at Immanuel four days a week 
to offer love and support for the 
students, faculty, and parents of 
the school,” Tanner underscored. 
“Whether leading staff devotions, 
praying with a parent, or just 
talking with a student, Pastor 
Yoakum’s joyful presence was an 
encouragement to everyone. He is 
a true part of the Immanuel family 
and selflessly served as a spiritual 
leader to the whole school.” p



Celebrating 10 Year Anniversaries
St. Paul/Lakeland, FL ....................................Daniel Bates
St. Luke’s/Oviedo, FL ................................Rachel Benson
Woodlands/Montverde, FL ................... Betsy Burnham
Faith/Sebring, FL ................................... Yvette Calderon
Our Savior/St. Petersburg, FL .................... Lisa Crowley
St. Paul/Peachtree City, GA ...................Pamela Dietrich
Peace/Okeechobee, FL ..........................Sanna Easterday
St. Michael/Fort Myers, FL .................. Barbara Geenen
Woodlands/Montverde, FL ...............Michelle Hoffman
Faith/Eustis, FL .......................................... Marcy Kappel
Our Savior/St. Petersburg, FL ................Angie Meissner
St. Paul/Boca Raton, FL ......................... Mary Meszaros
St. Michael/Fort Myers, FL ............................ Kati Miser
St. Paul/Lakeland, FL .............................Michelle Sawyer
Woodlands/Montverde, FL ................ Sandra Seunarine
Faith/Marietta, GA ........................................Jessica Shea
St. Luke’s/Oviedo, FL .....................................Ben Skelton
St. Paul/Boca Raton, FL ......................... Sunny Troncale
Our Savior/Plantation, FL ............................. Kristin Volz
St. Paul/Peachtree City, GA .................... Jenny Wachter

Celebrating 15 Year Anniversaries 
St. Luke’s/Oviedo, FL ................................. Pamela Bailey
Faith/Merritt Island, FL .....................................Lisa Bass
Our Savior/Plantation, FL .........................Kristin Becker
St. Paul/Peachtree City, GA ............................ Julie Dahn
St. Paul/Boca Raton, FL ................... Susan Franskousky
Faith/Eustis, FL .............................................Jeremy Fritz
Trinity/Rockledge, FL ..............................Becky Houston
St. Paul/Lakeland, FL ..................................... Niki Kneser
Our Savior/Plantation, FL .............................Debra Kraft
Faith/Eustis, FL ........................................ Timothy Leech
Our Savior/Plantation, FL ...................Gabrielle Liebertz
Grace/Winter Haven, FL.......................Shannon Lingley
St. Paul/Lakeland, FL ............................Sherry Loveridge
Trinity/Delray Beach, FL ....................... Heather Lowing
St. Paul/Boca Raton, FL ................................ Sue Merritt
Messiah Lutheran, Tampa, FL ....................... Abby Moss
St. Paul, Lakeland, FL ...................................... Nick Moss
St. Michael/Fort Myers, FL ................. Paulette Mueller
St. Luke’s/Oviedo, FL ............................Christina Nugent
Faith/Eustis, FL ...............................................Chris Olsen
Grace/St. Petersburg, FL .......................... Deborah Riber
Faith/Eustis, FL .................................Dineen Sandersfeld
Our Savior/St. Petersburg, FL ................... Tammy Sojka
St. Paul/Peachtree City, GA ...........................Linda Stark
St. Paul/Lakeland, FL ..............................Julie VanWinkle
Grace/Winter Haven, FL.......................... Jessica Zealley

Celebrating 20 Year Anniversaries
Faith/Hialeah, FL ..............................................Rosa Baez
St. Luke’s/Oviedo, FL ................................. Ileana Barbari
Faith/Hialeah, FL .......................................Esther Callava
Holy Trinity/Tampa, FL............................ Cathy Douglas

Grace/Winter Haven, FL.......................Carol Grothouse
Faith/Merritt Island, FL .............................Cheryl Hodge
Trinity Tots/Lake Placid, FL .....................Amanda Hurm
Grace/Jacksonville, FL ................................... Ann Leimer
Holy Trinity/Tampa, FL.............................Sue McColgan
Trinity/Rockledge, FL .....................................Katy Miller
Holy Trinity/Tampa, FL.................................. Kelly Reilly
St. Paul/Peachtree City, GA ...........................Mary Rode
Faith/Merritt Island, FL .............................. Karli Schultz
Immanuel/Brandon, FL .................................Lisa Talbott
St. Paul/Lakeland, FL ......................................Jodi Tucker

Celebrating 25 Year Anniversaries
St. Michael/Fort Myers, FL ................... Karen Atkinson
Faith/Merritt Island, FL ............................ Teresa Justice
Grace/St. Petersburg, FL ............................Renee McLay
Our Savior/Plantation, FL .............................. Linda Root
Grace/Winter Haven, FL...................Michael Rottmann
Faith/Eustis, FL ....................................... Kip Sandersfeld
St. John/Ocala, FL .........................................Tim Schmidt
St. Luke’s/Oviedo, FL ................................Shirley Schultz
St. John/Ocala, FL ..................................... Anette Shanks
St. Michael/Fort Myers, FL ................. Christy Wenzlaff

Celebrating 30 Year Anniversaries
Our Savior/St. Petersburg, FL .....................Carla Adams
St. Paul/Peachtree City, GA ..................... Brenda Dobler
St. Paul/Boca Raton, FL .............................. Laurie Exner
Trinity/Rockledge, FL ...................................... Lori Fuller
St. Paul/Lakeland, FL ........................................... Lori Lee
Grace/Jacksonville, FL ................................. Dave Leimer
Our Savior/St. Petersburg, FL ................... Wendy Niska
St. Paul/Lakeland, FL ............................. Gregory Sawyer
Grace/Winter Haven, FL................................... Julie Sear
Good Shepherd/N. Ft Myers, FL ...........Zaida Simonetti

Celebrating 35 Year Anniversaries
Our Savior/St. Petersburg, FL ......................... Ann Clark
Grace/Winter Haven, FL..............................Wendy Kirin
Trinity Tots/Lake Placid, FL ........................ Susan Norris
Grace/Winter Haven, FL.............................Jon Peterson
Trinity/Kissimmee, FL .............................Angela Plaisted
St. Paul/Boca Raton, FL ............................... Bill Vollman
Trinity/Delray Beach, FL ................... Monika Walcheski
Good Shepherd/Sarasota, FL ..............Patricia Weingart

Celebrating 40 Year Anniversaries
St. Paul/Peachtree City, GA ......................Mark Abresch
Faith/Eustis, FL .............................................Kim Bierlein
Epiphany/Tallahassee .............................Katelin McLeod
St. Luke’s/Oviedo, FL ................................ Sarah Nowicki
St. Michael/Fort Myers, FL ......................... Lori Schwan

Celebrating a 50th Year Anniversary 
St. John/Ocala, FL .........................................John Westol
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Nine new District 
Presidents moved 
seamlessly into their 
roles as members of 
the LCMS Council of 
Presidents (COP).
The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod (LCMS) Council 
of Presidents met Sept. 10–13, 
in St. Louis, MO. The President, 
Vice-Presidents, and District 

Presidents of the Synod comprise 
the 42-member Council of 
Presidents, which meets quarterly 
to provide opportunity for mutual 
counsel regarding the doctrine 
and administration of the Synod 
and to edify and support one 
another in the work that they 
share, those responsibilities found 
throughout the Constitution 
and Bylaws of the Synod.
 The meeting was preceded by 
a District-President orientation 
held for the nine new District 
Presidents elected in 2022 in their 
respective district conventions.
 Outgoing COP Chairman Rev. 
Dr. David P. E. Maier, former 
President of the Michigan 
District, called the meeting to 
order and welcomed the nine 
new District Presidents elected 
in 2022: the Rev. Michael Mohr, 

FLGA District President Rockey Participates 
in Initial LCMS Council of Presidents Meeting

Central Illinois; the Rev. John L. 
Pingel, Eastern; the Rev. James 
H. Rockey, Florida-Georgia; the 
Rev. Dr. Richard Stuckwisch, 
Indiana; the Rev. David A. Davis, 
Michigan; the Rev. Brady L. 
Finnern, Minnesota North; the Rev. 
James Maxwell, Rocky Mountain; 
the Rev. David R. Nehrenz, 
Oklahoma; and the Rev. Dr. William 
A. Harmon, Southeastern.

 Throughout the four-day 
meeting, the council met in 
small groups to study Scripture, 
Lutheran Confessions and to discuss 
theological topics. The Rev. Dr. 
Michael Gibson, president of the 
LCMS Pacific Southwest District, 
encouraged the group to consider 
how the church should talk to “a 
world that denies sin and calls sinful 
behavior normal and acceptable.” 
The Rev. Derek Lecakes, president 
of the LCMS Atlantic District, 
and the Rev. Waldemar “Wally” 
Vinovskis, president of the SELC 
District, introduced a discussion 
of LGBTQ+ issues with their 
presentation, “Ministry to God’s 
Fallen Creation — Life in a 
Concupiscent World.” The small 
groups met again to address real-
life situations that people may face 

in their congregations, wrestling 
with how best to approach 
them with pastoral care while 
continuing to proclaim the truth.
 LCMS Secretary Rev. Dr. 
John Sias updated the COP on 
the Committee for Constitutional 
Matters’ Opinion 22-2980 
regarding the information that 
district presidents provide to 
calling congregations. The 

resultant discussion 
highlighted the need 
for congregations to 
better understand 
the call process, 
including their rights 
and the role of the 
district presidents.
 LCMS Missouri 
District President Rev. 
Dr. R. Lee Hagan was 
elected chairman of 
the COP, with the 
Rev. Richard Snow, 
President of the 
Nebraska District, 
elected to continue as 
Vice-Chairman. The 
Rev. Justin Panzer, 
President of the 
Kansas District, was 
elected COP Secretary. 
Wyoming District 
President Hill and the 
Rev. Dr. Allan Buss, 

President of the Northern Illinois 
District, were elected as the two 
at-large members of the Program 
Committee. Next, the council 
elected to the COP Nominating 
Committee the Rev. Dr. Brian 
Saunders, Iowa District East; the 
Rev. Timothy Scharr, Southern 
Illinois; the Rev. Michael Lange, 
California/Nevada/Hawaii; the 
Rev. Benjamin Ball, LCMS sixth 
Vice-President; and Minnesota 
South President Woodford. 
 Following the election of 
Hagan and Snow, the council 
gave Maier a standing ovation 
for his work as chairman. “Thank 
you. It was a privilege,” he said. 
“May God continue to bless you 
in the work that lies ahead. The 
work is certainly not done.” 
Maier’s term as Michigan District 
President ended Sept. 30.  p

Rev. Dr. R. Lee Hagan 
was elected chairman of 
the Council of Presidents. 
He is President of the 
Missouri District.

Rev. Dr. David Maier 
completed his term as 
chairman of the COP and 
Michigan District President

Rev. Richard Snow, 
president of the 
Nebraska District, 
elected to continue as 
COP Vice-Chairman

9
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 Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) named 
The Rev. Dr. Greg Walton Vice President of Ministry 
Solutions for Grace Place Wellness (GPW). 
 Walton is President Emeritus of the FLGA 
District where he served 13 years. Prior to serving 
as the District’s quarterback, he was a pastor 
for 22 years at Trinity/Toccoa, GA, as well as 10 
years at Faith/Marietta, GA.
 Continuing the important work 
to provide wellness resources to 
the workers of The LCMS, Walton 
will focus on traditional activities, 
introduce new processes and delivery 
systems, and develop and strengthen 
collaborations with other wellness 
providers throughout the church. He 
succeeds Rev. Dr. Darrell Zimmerman, 
who will be retiring after 10 years of 
faithful service to Grace Place Wellness.
 Grace Place Wellness Ministries 
has been a leader in church worker 
wellness education for more than 
20 years. The organization has 
served thousands of LCMS church 
workers, leaders, and their families 
throughout the United States and 
worldwide. Their mission is to nurture 
vitality and joy in ministry by inspiring and 
equipping church workers to lead healthy lives.
 Founded in 1999 by Dr. John Eckrich, MD, Grace 
Place Wellness Ministries accomplishes this mission by 
conducting retreats and conferences and by providing 
preventative wellness educational resources for all 
rostered church workers of the LCMS. Grace Place 
Wellness has hosted 
leadership retreats for 
Concordia University 
faculties and the LCMS 
Council of Presidents.
 In January of this 
year LCEF acquired 
Grace Place Wellness 
Ministries. The Rev. Dr. 
Darrell Zimmerman, 
former Executive Director 
of Grace Place says, 
“Because of Dr. Eckrich’s 
vision, thousands of 
God’s kingdom servants 
are flourishing in 
ministry, even in a time 
of tremendous anxiety. 
We’re thrilled this 
integration into LCEF 
will give greater impact 
to our ministry, and 
the resources of LCEF will enable us to expand the 
reach to more and more church workers each year.”
 LCEF has long been connected to every part of the 

church, from the Synod to the districts, 
and right down to the individual ministries 
and members that make up our church 
body. This unrivaled access and intimacy 
to the front lines of LCMS ministry 
have provided LCEF with a unique 
perspective to be the trusted partner 

in providing solutions 
that inspire ministry, 
innovation, and growth.
 Out of this perspective, 
LCEF Ministry Solutions 
has developed into a 
first-in-class Lutheran 
consultation service with 
values and processes 
uniquely designed 
to engage our LCMS 
congregations, schools, 
and other ministries.
 “After learning of the 
impending retirement of 
Darrell Zimmerman, I was 
eager to see this ministry 
continue. I am excited to 
work with Grace Place 
Wellness after having 

been on several retreats and served as 
worship leader for several of those in the 
Florida-Georgia District,” Walton offered. 
“Under the banner of the Lutheran 
Church Extension Fund we will continue 
to explore how we can best serve church 
workers. At the same time, Grace Place 

Wellness will 
strive to help 
lay leaders appreciate the 
value of their workers as 
partners and invest in them 
by providing the care which 
can strengthen ministry.
Church workers are our 
greatest gift. Assuring 
they are well supported 
and cared for means 
congregations, schools, 
and RSOs are healthy 
and growing ministry 
opportunities in their 
communities.”
 LCEF and Grace 
Place Wellness will 
continue to work with 
donors to expand and 
cultivate gifts in support 
of retreats and wellness 

resources for church workers. As a result, strong, 
healthy church workers will continue to help grow 
the reach of the LCMS across the world. p

President Emeritus Greg Walton Named VP 
Ministry Solutions for Grace Place Wellness

David Maier, Greg Walton, John Denninger, Mike Gibson at 
the Grace Place Wellness Ministries’ 20th Anniversary Gala
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The Rev. Mark Eisold hugs FLGA 
District President James Rockey as 
the two depart following Rockey’s 
visit to congregations in SW Florida.

The Rev. Jon Zehnder, senior pastor of St. Michael/Fort Myers, FL, surveys the 
extensive damage to his home in the aftermath of Ian. Several staff members 
and congregants of St. Michael had considerable damage to property.

President 
Rockey (far 
right) prays 
with church 
workers from 
several local 
congregations 
in the aftermath 
of Hurricane 
Ian at Grace/
Naples, FL.

Florida-Georgia District Quickly   Responds to Hurricane Ian
 There are 13 FLGA District 
congregations, nine schools, and 
65 workers dealing with Hurricane 
Ian’s aftermath. Piles of wood and 
debris extended for a hundred yards 
along the driveway leading up to 
Good Shepherd/Sarasota, FL. 
Members and parents of students at 
the school spent three days cutting 
up and stacking the tree debris and 
branches downed by the storm. 
Nearly 20 loads in a huge dump 
truck accomplished that task.
 The LCMS Lutheran 
Early Response Team (LERT) 
set up a working camp at 
Zion/Fort Myers, FL. 
 “We are grateful the LERT 
training system has prepared so 
many for these massive tasks at 
hand,” said Jay Wendland, FLGA 
District’s LERT Coordinator. “The 
most important thing is to remove 

massive amounts of debris — so 
that people can receive Word 
and Sacrament and children 
can safely return to schools.”
 Initially cleanup work 
included chainsaw work to 
clear downed trees and remove 
large branches still hanging 
from standing trees. Volunteers 
will also muck out houses.
 Hurricane Ian was identified 
as a tropical depression late in 
September as it made landfall 
in Cuba on the 27th. When 
it came ashore in southwest 
Florida on September 28th it had 
been classified as a Category 4 
hurricane. The death toll from Ian 
has surpassed 112 in Florida. More 
than 3 million U.S. residents lost 
power during the storm, and initial 
damage estimates place losses in 
excess of $100 billion. Another 

$60 billion is estimated to be paid 
out by insurance companies. 
 The FLGA District is 
continuing to work closely 
with local congregations to 
address immediate needs. Many 
opportunities to volunteer or 
contribute to the ongoing care for
people in Florida will be needed 
and information is on the 
District website.  District is also 
receiving direct contributions to 
support its hurricane response 
at flgadistrict.org/give.
 “In addition to prayers, 
the greatest need is financial 
assistance as we partner with 
LCMS Disaster Response in 
matching grants for workers 
and congregations,” offered 
President James Rockey. “Your tax-
deductible donations to the FLGA 
District Disaster Response efforts 
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The Rev. Craig Mathews, vacancy pastor 
at Redeemer/Englewood, FL, carries 
the elements to an outdoor service 
after damage caused by Hurricane 
Ian rendered the sanctuary unusable 
and without water or electricity.

The Rev. Keith Lingsch, senior pastor 
of Grace/Naples, FL, surveys his 
home — severely damaged during 
Hurricane Ian. Lutherans from 
surounding congregations gutted the 
home shortly after the waters receded 
to help mitigate the spread of mold. 

Kami Mogelvang, DCE at Grace/Naples, FL walks with FLGA District President James Rockey through her flood-damaged 
home (left) and later during a meeting of church workers from local congregations Rockey lifts them up in prayer.

Jay Wendland, LCMS Florida-Georgia 
District Disaster Response Coordinator 
and LCEF Florida-Georgia District vice 
president, hugs the Rev. Mark Eisold, 
associate pastor of Grace/Naples,  FL, and 
pastor of The Pelican Lutheran Church, 
Naples, following a meeting of local 
church workers in the aftermath of Ian.

Florida-Georgia District Quickly   Responds to Hurricane Ian
are critical to providing grants for 
affected congregations, workers, 
staff, and members. These grants are 
being matched in partnership with 
LCMS Disaster Response. Please give 
now. Thank you for being Christ’s 
hands to those in great need!”  p

At right — FLGA District 
President James Rockey prays 
with Lisa & James Kress of 
Englewood, FL and The Rev. Dr. 
Ross Johnson (at right) from 
LCMS Disaster Response.
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FLORIDAGEORGIA
Out and About in the District

Send Your News & Photos to lutheranlife@aol.com

St. Paul/Weston, FL hosted their 
first annual authentic Oktoberfest 
on the 14th of the month with beer, 
bratwurst, an oompah band and as 
you can see in the photo at left, Pastor 
Scott Henze even wore lederhosen 
and Kathy Henze donned a blonde 
wig with long braids. The men’s 
group provided grilled bratwurst and 
members brought salads and desserts. 
Cold soft drinks were also served. 
Later in the month St. Paul hosted a 
Trunk or Treat focused on the children 
of their congregation and preschool. 
Both events were well attended by 
members of the community. p

Redeemer/Stuart, FL held their annual Reformation Chapel on Wednesday, October 
26th. Everyone is asked to wear red to school. Pastor Dave taught them that Jesus 
paid the debt for all of our sins that we can’t take care of on our own.
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A
 Abiding Savior/Gainesville, 
FL celebrated their annual “Trunk 
and Treat” fall festival — bringing 
the community on campus for 
a pumpkin patch and plenty 
of fun. Approximately 4,000 
pumpkins were available and more 
than two dozen cars decorated 
their trunks for the children 
to enjoy trick-or-treating. 
 Youth Leader Danny Schmitt 
has been directing the event 
since he came to the church in 
2016, and he started planning 
this year’s festival in August. 
He expected an attendance of 
around 500 people — a number 
similar to last year. Approximately 
750 people turned out. 
 “We like to say that 
when events go really well 
they tend to get bigger the 
next year,” Schmitt said.
 Each automobile was decorated 
with a unique theme offering the 
children the ability to trick-or- treat 
and obtain candies and snacks. The 
congregation’s preschool teachers, 
parents and congregational 
members helped organize and 
participate in the event.
 Across from the hot dog 
stand, a small train driven by a 
youth member dressed as Jesus 
Christ rolls by with train cars full 
of grinning kids in costumes from 
Disney princesses to superheroes. 
Games scattered across the 
pavilion encouraged kids to get 
involved in activities such as 
mini-football throwing, rubber 
frog launching and ring toss. 
Central Florida Bounce loaned the 
congregation a  bounce house. 
 According to Schmitt, the 
Fall Festival produced each year 
raises funds to help pay for the 
youth group trips to the District 
and National youth gatherings. 
In 2025, NYG expects between 
25,000 and 30,000 other students 
to descend on New Orleans, LA.
 “This is our major fundraiser 
to help subsidize that cost,” 
Schmitt said. “It helps reduce 
participation costs from $2,600 
to something more affordable 
— like $250 to $500.”  p

Kyle Morgan, a member of 
Abiding Savior’s youth group, grills 
up free hot dogs while in costume.

Kristina Mandeville and Kyle Caudill 
dressed as Pikachu and Ash and handed 
out treats from the trunk of their car.

Gainesville Youth Host Fall Festival Fundraiser

During November, Thrive/Estero, FL 
is celebrating a month of prayer with 
participatory Zoom meetings. Pastor 
John Roth asks Thrive’s members to 
take one day each week and set it aside 
as a time for focused prayer, asking God 
for his direction and blessing for Thrive. 
Then each Saturday at 10 AM Roth leads 
a time of prayer by Zoom. Prayer guides 
can be downloaded each week.  p



M Myles Hayden has served as the Kantor at Grace/
St. Petersburg, FL where he leads congregational 
singing, co-directs the Chancel Choir with Jennifer 
Tippett, leads the men’s chorus, teaches and directs 
all instrumental ensembles for the church and school, 
and serves as the principal organist. Myles earned 
his Bachelor of Music at Valparaiso University in 
Church Music. As a recipient of the Signature Artist 
Scholarship at Valparaiso, he was the student music 
coordinator for the Chapel of the Resurrection. 

 Following graduation, 
Hayden earned his Master 
of Sacred Music, Organ 
Concentration, from the 
Sacred Music Program at 
the University of Notre 
Dame, where he worked as 
an organist for the Basilica 
of the Sacred Heart and 
served as a graduate 
assistant for the renowned 
Notre Dame Liturgical 
Choir. He also remains 
an active recitalist, 
having done concerts 

in greater Chicago, IL and throughout  Florida. He 
loves to perform music from the early Lutheran 
Church including works by J.S. Bach, Matthias 
Weckmann, Samuel Scheidt, and Dietrich Buxtehude.
 Hayden is a “son of the District,” having been 
raised primarily in the Boca Raton, FL area where 
his grandfather, Frederic Kamprath, served as 
Minister of Music for St. Paul/Boca Raton, FL’s 
congregation and school. Hayden started organ 
lessons when he was in grade school there.
 Myles Hayden has accepted the call to serve 
St. Lorenz/Frankenmuth, MI. St. Lorenz is blessed 
with a dynamic and vibrant music ministry — in 
addition to hosting numerous concerts throughout 
the year. Hayden will be playing a 50-rank, 2,629 
pipe Casavant Frères Ltée organ — one of the 
finest instruments throughout the LCMS. p
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St. Paul/Boca Raton, FL kicked off Operation 
Christmas Child last month. Operation Christmas 
Child delivers joy and the Good News of Jesus Christ 
to children in need around the world through gift-
filled shoeboxes. Each box packed full of quality 
toys, school supplies, and personal care items 
becomes a tangible expression of God’s immense 
love for the child. Typically the students include 
items the closely match their age group and gender.  
The students try to have at least one “wow” item 
that would really excite the recipient — such 
as a soccer ball with a pump or a cuddly stuffed 
animal. Students also ask God to lead them to what 
will particularly delight the heart of a child!
 In photo below — St. Paul’s soccer team took first 
place at the St. Michael/ Ft. Myers, FL tournament 
and went on to place third at the state tournament 
hosted by Grace/St. Petersburg, FL. They are 
coached by Gary Hickey and Ivan Shegota.  p

Operation Christmas Child
Kicks Off at St. Paul/Boca

Myles Hayden Heads to
Frankenmuth, MI
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 One dangerous consequence of the 
COVID pandemic, coupled with demographic 
challenges, is that some pastors find themselves 
isolated and disconnected — even discouraged 
and feeling frustrated or failing in their 
calling. Even for those who do not feel as if 
they are struggling, connections with other 
pastors are more important than ever. 
 “While Jesus prays for unity (John 17), 
Satan works hard to discourage and disconnect 
us from each other,” said District Mission and 
Outreach Director Pastor Peter Meier.  “This 
is especially true for our pastors. With this 
in mind, more than a year ago we began 
planning a prayer retreat for pastors of the 
Gold Coast and Miami-Dade Circuits.”
 Joining Peter Meier were Circuit Visitors 
Tony Mandile (Martin Luther Chapel/
Marathon, FL) and Scott Henze (St. Paul/
Weston, FL), Jeff Johnson (Miramar/Miramar, 

South Florida Pastors Come Together at Prayer Retreat

FL) and Mission Facilitators Scott Gress and Victor Belton. 
 “Our team began meeting to plan a spiritual retreat 
which would offer encouragement and support for 
the pastors of these two circuits. The District provided 
the bulk of the cost for the retreat as an investment 
in the well-being of its pastors. Besides a small 
registration fee, pastors brought positive attitudes, 
Bibles and snacks to share,” Meier continued. 
 “One Another” from 1 John, was chosen as the overall 
theme for the Retreat. The group met August 29-30, at 
MorningStar Renewal Center in Pinecrest, FL with 10 
pastors participating for a time of rest, prayer, listening 
to God and networking with each other with a goal of 
refreshment and renewal. They began with personal time 
with God, quiet time outdoors on the beautiful campus of 
the Center. Ample space for personal reflection, prayers, 
journaling, even a prayer labyrinth got the group started.
 “We discovered that the Prayer Labyrinth was a joint 
effort by Lutherans and Catholics in 2017 to commemorate 
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. A highlight 
was time spent throughout the retreat listening to each 
other’s stories, sharing how God called each to serve in the 
pastoral ministry. While many in the group have known each 
other for years, these were stories that were unknown.”
 Pastor Dennis Bartels (Holy Cross/North Miami, FL) 
noted, “This was a great retreat and much needed by all 
of us.  We really  have some pretty amazing stories to 
tell!  The fascinating thing is that a lot of us have been in 
ministry working in close geographical relationship to each 
other — and yet this was the first time we have ever heard 
how the Lord moved.  Shame on us. There truly is nothing 
ordinary about each one of us   — we are a peculiar group!”
  Worship together, Scripture study and prayer as well 
as great mealtime discussion and evening fellowship 
gave participants the opportunity to connect on a more 
personal level than cannot take place at a Winkel or Circuit 
meeting. The consensus of the group was, “It’s good to 
know that the District cares. We must do this again!” p

Local South Florida artist, Maria Paula Martinez, 
recently gifted MorningStar with a beautiful series 
of eight prayerful pieces of art! The paintings, 
done directly on the trunks of trees, create a circle 
for prayer at the MorningStar Prayer Garden

From left — Pastors 
Peter Meier, FLGA 
District; Dennis Bartels, 
Holy Cross/N Miami; 
Victor Belton, Region 
1 VP; Jeff Johnson, 
Miramar/Miramar; Tim 
Hartner, vacancy pastor 
serving Concordia/ 
Miami; Luis Dias, Faith/
Hialeah; Tony Durante, 
Our Savior/Plantation; 
Oslet Maccenat, Mt 
Gerizim/Ft. Lauderdale; 
Alan Sielk/St. Paul 
& San Pablo/Miami; 
Bernard Julmiste, 
Grace Tabernacle/
Ft. Lauderdale.
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   On Sunday October 16th Hope/Plant City, FL welcomed new members 
(from left) Eleanor Loveland, Elise and Phil Mowry, and Sierra Corliss, 
they are joined by Hope’s Pastor, Rev. Dean Pfeffer and Vicar Owen 
Duncan.  The week prior to their joining the congregation they were 
welcomed with a special lunch by Hope’s Board of Directors. p

Kessler O’Brien (left) and Nick 
Moss take a break during the 
District Educators Conference in 
September. Moss, a Concordia/
Seward, NE graduate, is St. 
Paul/Lakeland, FL’s Director of 
Christian Education — having 
served that congregation since 
2005. O’Brien, from Concordia/
Irvine, CA, is completing his 
DCE internship at the Lakeland 
congregation and will be eligible 
for a call in spring of 2023. p

Trinity/Athens, GA has an annual project where approximately 
1,000 quilts have been donated to needy organizations since the 
project’s launch in 2007. The LWML members of Trinity’s  “Sew and 
Sows” group said this year’s crop will be given to Puyo, Ecuador, 
Trinity’s shut-ins and cancer patients, Project Safe, Family Promise 
(for homeless), and the Loran Smith Cancer Center.  p

 Amazing Grace/Oxford, FL 
welcomed two new members to 
their ministry team: Grace Gunther 
and Lydia Schultz. They are both 
teachers at St. John Lutheran High 
School/Ocala, FL and teach English. 
They will be serving as Youth and 
Children’s Ministry Directors for 
Amazing Grace.  Grace is from 
the San Antonio, TX area and a 
graduate of Concordia/Austin, 
TX.  Lydia is a graduate from 
Concordia/Mequon, WI and is from 
the St. Louis, MO area.  Dennis 
Wallinger, retired DCE & Education 
leader says, “It is exciting to add 
them to our ministry team.” p
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District’s Comfort Dogs Visit Florida’s SW Coast
  LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs 
Peace (Trinity/Orlando), 
Moriah (St. Luke’s/Oviedo) 
and Jemimah (St. Paul/Boca 
Raton) traveled to Fort Myers 
on October 10th to be present 
with the students, teachers, 
and families at St. Michael/
Ft. Myers as the students and 
teachers prepared to go back to 
school. More than 40 families 
from their congregation lost 
their homes. Several of the 
teachers’ homes were flooded 
or have cars that are no longer 
functioning. The Florida 
Comfort Dogs were able to 
provide love and a distraction 
from all the stress and loss 
they are facing. More trips to 
Fort Myers are expected. 
 “We are grateful to serve 
and be called, and we ask all 
the members of the FLGA 
District to keep the families 
affected by Hurricane Ian 
in their prayers,” said Tonya 
Haberlein of St. Paul. More trips 
to Fort Myers are expected.
 Jemimah recently celebrated 
her one-year anniversary 
at St. Paul. In photo, lower 
left, she was recognized in 
the congregation along with 
some of her handlers. 
 In two photos at right 
— In mid-October Jeremiah 
along with one of her main 
handlers, Sara Willocks, 
visited Redeemer/Stuart, FL’s 
school and enjoyed hugs from 
many of the children.  p

In above photo from 
left — Nancy Pruim, 
Wanda Evan with 
Moriah from St. 
Luke’s;  Paul Soost, 
Karen Arnett, with 
Peace from Trinity; 
Ben Willocks, 
Tonya Haberlein 
with Jemimah 
from St. Paul.
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Meet The Vicars!

 Faith/Viera, FL 
welcomed Vicar Timothy 
Mehl this year — along 
with his wife, Hope, and 
son, Levi. Faith is not a 
part of the FLGA District 
but is one of the SELC 
District congregations 
located within the 
geographical confines 
of Florida and Georgia.
 The Rev. Ron Meyr 
has served Faith for 
26 years and regularly 
networks with his fellow 
pastors throughout both 
SELC and FLGA Districts. 
 Vicar Mehl will 
be mentored by and 
work alongside Pastor 
Ron Meyr. Tim is from 
Concordia, MO where 

Levi, Hope and Timothy Mehl 
with The Rev. Ron Meyr

he met Hope. They both 
attended Saint Paul 
Lutheran High School — 
the last LCMS boarding 
high school in the 
United States. They were 
married on 7/7/17 after 
both graduating from 
Concordia University/
Seward, Nebraska. Both 
Tim and Hope obtained 
Secondary Education 
Degrees and then both 
worked for Mission 
of Christ Network for 
two years teaching 
English and Bible lessons 
at Concordia Middle 
School in Taiwan before 
Tim began studies at 
Concordia Seminary/
St. Louis, MO.  p

Profiling the vicars serving the geographical area of the Florida-Georgia District

 St. Paul/Boca Raton, FL welcomed Anthony and 
Sami Sedotto as their Vicar (and wife). Anthony comes 
to St. Paul from Albany, New York, where he also 
attended The University at Albany, SUNY, receiving 
his Bachelors in Business Administration. Anthony and 
Sami met in high school where they started dating, 
and they were married on January 10th of 2020. 

Anthony & Sami Sedotto at St. Paul/Boca Raton, FL for Vicarage Year

Tim & Hope Mehl at Faith/Viera, FL for Vicarage Year

 Anthony is in his third year with Concordia 
Seminary/St. Louis, MO. Sami is working 
with Walgreens as a pharmacist. 
 Anthony will be working and studying 
alongside St. Paul’s pastors, Rev. Steve 
Carretto and Rev. Andrew Kubowicz.  p

Anthony & 
Sami Sedotto

and Vicar 
Anthony 

flanked by 
Stephen 

Carretto and 
Andrew 

Kubowicz of 
St. Paul/Boca 

Raton, FL

 p

 p
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Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
Celebrates Milestone Anniversary
 Lutheran Church of the 
Redeemer/Vero Beach, FL 
celebrated their 50th anniversary 
on Sunday, October 9th with a full 
sanctuary and abundant music.
 According to The Rev. Chris 
Kollmann, they also celebrated 
105 years of the LCMS serving the 
people of Indian River County.
 Special guests that morning 
were The Rev. James Rockey, 
FLGA District President, who 
delivered the sermon, and the 
Handbell Choir of Trinity/Fort 
Pierce, FL. LCR’s Minister of 
Music, The Rev. Jack VanderPlate 
was organist and choir director 
and Mikayla Tupek played the 
flute. The congregation’s children 
also played bells to “God Is Good” 
as the children’s message to the 
congregation prior to the sermon.
 The congregation’s mission 
statement is “Working Together 
to Expand God’s Kingdom.” Their 
Vision Statement is “Inviting all 
Generations to Grow in Faith 
and Share the Love of Jesus.”
 “Why are you here?” President 
Rockey asked of the congregation? 
He underscored that we need 
worship, we need fellowship — 
particularly as we come off the 
pandemic — and we need to share 
God’s grace with one another 
and with the community at large. 
He challenged the congregation 
to focus. He reminded us that 
just like in the song “This Little 

Light of Mine,” we 
can’t hide the Word of 
God under a bushel — 
we must introduce it 
and share it with the 
generations to come.
 Pastor Rockey asked 
those in attendance to 
open their eyes to the 
needs of others around 
them. “Share God’s 
word and ensure that 
we are teaching our 
children to love those 
around us — to love our 
neighbors as we love 
ourselves. We must help 
them ‘walk the walk!’ 
Sure, we fail daily but 
each morning God’s grace and 
mercy is NEW!” Rockey asserted.
 According to recent statistics, 
less than 50% of this country 
knows Christ! There is an urgent 
call for us to spread the Gospel and 
the Good News. People are dying!
 Pastor Rockey concluded his 
message by urging the congregation 
to be as full each Sunday as they 
are for this packed house on 
this mnilestone anniversary. “I 
hope I’m invited back here in the 
near future to preach at your 
congregation’s ground breaking 
for a new sanctuary because 
you don’t fit in this building 
any longer having shared the 
Gospel with your neighbors and 
community!” Rockey concluded. p

FLGA District President 
James Rockey was

the 50th Anniversary 
Guest Preacher

Stephanie and 
Chris Kollman
have served

LCR/Vero Beach 
since 2018

Photo at left — Pastor Chris Kollman with Redeemer’s 
Pastor Emeritus Raymond Huddle and President James 
Rockey. Pastor Huddle served Redeemer for 10 years 
in the late 80’s/90’s and is retired in Vero Beach. The 
pew in which they are sitting is in Lutheran Church of 
the Redeemer’s fellowship hall. It was brought from 
the original LCMS church built in Vero Beach in 1917. 
Redeemer is celebrating 50 years in 2022 because in 
1972, the original LCMS church in Vero Beach (Grace 
Lutheran) left the synod and a faithful remnant of 61 
LCMS members launched a new LCMS church (LCR). 
As a result, the congregation and community is also 
celebrating 105 years of continuous LCMS ministry 
in Indian River County. Pastor Huddle is convinced 
that this pew is the oldest pew in the FLGA district!

Grace Lutheran was founded in 
February, 1917, On Sunday, June 8, 
1919, Grace dedicated its first House 
of Worship, a modest frame chapel 
seating 65. LCR/Vero Beach is an 
offshoot of the original congregation.
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St. Paul/Weston, FL 
loves their college 
students!  Their high-
school youth packed 
“care packages” in 
September —  with all 
sorts of great contents 
including puzzles, 
bathroom and kitchen 
items, snacks and 
personalized notes.  p

St Paul/Weston Sent Care Packages
to Their College Students

 “We will be having a very special Christmas event this 
December for the children we serve in Haiti,” offered Susan 
Franskousky, a member of the organization’s board of directors. 
“Each child will receive a food package to take home to their 
family that can be used for Christmas dinner! We will give as 
many packages as possible based on the funds we raise.”
 According to Franskousky, Mission:Haiti needs help from 
individuals, congregations and the schools of the District in order 
to make this Christmas effort a success.  “Each food package 
costs $50. For every $50 we raise for this will be used to purchase 
and distribute a package at our Christmas event. Please share 
God’s love and put a smile on child’s face this Christmas.”  
 Mission:Haiti is a faith-based 501c3 non-profit, tax-
exempt corporation that is aligned with the Florida-Georgia 
District of the LCMS. It is registered with the Florida 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Affairs and 
files an annual report with the State of Florida, which can 
be viewed on that website. Mission:Haiti promotes self-
sufficiency projects, medical care, nutritional and educational 
programs, and health education for children and families.
 Donations can easily be made through Mission:Haiti’s  Paypal 
link on the Mission Haiti website: www.missionhaiti99.org.  p

Mission:Haiti Seeks Help For Operation Christmas Event
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 The Ladies Guild/
LWML at Mt. Calvary/
Warner Robins, GA are 
celebrating their 80th 
anniversary. As part of their 
year-long celebration they 
have collected 80 jars of 
jelly for a the food pantry, 
asked the congregation 
to give 80 coins for mites 
and collected $550.92 from 
the congregation  during 
a “noisy can collection” — 
which happens when there 
is a 5th Sunday in a month. 
They also made 80 kits 
with 80 pairs of socks for 
the prison ministry. p 

Mount Calvary/Warner Robins Ladies 
Guild Celebrating 80th Anniversary

On Sunday, September 11th, Kristin Volz was officially commissioned 
and installed as a teacher of Our Savior/Plantation, FL by Pastor 
Tony Durante. Kristin studied at Concordia/Seward, NE and just 
this past spring completed her colloquy. Kristin is the daughter of 
Pastor Emeritus Walter & Gloria Volz (below right). Pastor Volz 
participated in the commissioning and installation. The congregation 
enjoyed cake and coffee at a reception afterwards. In addition 
to teaching at Our Savior, Kristin has served as a lifeguard for 
the City of Plantation’s Parks & Recreation Department.  p

Our Savior/Plantation 
Commissions and Installs
Kristin Volz
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 God wrote the “back story” to Zion’s 2022 Advent 
devotional, Zion Celebrates! according to Dr. Mary 
Manz Simon of Ft. Myers, 
Florida and a member 
of Zion/Fort Myers, FL. 
“This is our third annual 
Christmas season outreach 
initiative,” Simon explained.
 “Beginning November 6, 
members of Zion will begin 
distributing the 48-page 
booklet that shares the real 
meaning of Christmas.  But long 
before Hurricane Ian roared 
onshore, God was making sure 
members would have a booklet 
to share with family, friends and 
residents in neighboring senior 
communities,” Simon continued.
 By definition, a “back 
story” tells what comes before the central narrative, 
theme or story.The back story of Zion Celebrates! 
began early this year when the printer notified Dr. 
Simon of a paper price increase. “He stated that due 
to continuing pandemic-triggered supply chain issues, 
the preferred paper could not be guaranteed.  
 I accelerated deadlines for the 27 members 

The “Back Story” to Zion’s 3rd Advent Devotional
of Zion who were writing the devotions.  
In August, the printer alerted me to yet another price 

increase, beginning September 1.  The graphic 
designer fit our project into her busy schedule.  
Completed content was submitted, proofs were 
reviewed, and payment submitted. Whew! When 
Matt Kruprick helped unload the boxes early in 
September (adjacent photo), we had no idea Ian 
would sweep onshore days later. As hurricane 
cone projections started 
to shift, Matt elevated 
and wrapped the boxes.
 “For the third 
consecutive year, Zion 
has devotionals to 
distribute. God is in 
not only the big things 
of life, but the smaller 
details, like a devotional 
which tells the Christmas 

story,” Simon concluded.
“Each of us had a different 
hurricane experience. 
Some stories are tragic; 
others are downright scary. But all of us can share 
the Good News through Zion Celebrates!”  p
 

On Oct 7-10, 2022, 25 teachers and school leaders 
gathered for a DOXOLOGY Take Heart Respite Retreat 
sponsored by the LCMS Office of National Mission.  
The retreat offers care for those who serve in school 
ministry, equipping and refreshing them for the vital 
work God has called them to do and are fully funded 
by the LCMS Office of National Mission; there is no 
cost for participants to attend! Participants meet 

throughout the country all year around. October’s 
took place in Bradenton, Florida, for three days 
of learning, fellowship, spiritual refreshment and 
renewal. The retreats are intended to provide 
encouragement for service, to enhance confidence 
and to strengthen workers for the work they have 
been called to do during and beyond COVID days.  p

FLGA District School & Youth Ministries Executive
Attends Doxology Take Heart Respite Retreat



 St. Paul/Boca Raton, FL had their 
annual “First Grade Bible Presentation” 
late in October. Many kids have enjoyed 
this small rite of passage and the 
significance that “I’m a big kid now.” 
 This ceremony recognized the parents 
as the spiritual mentors and empowered 
children with the reason this Bible is special. 
 “We hand the Bibles to the parents of 
the children,” explained The Rev. Stephen 
Carretto, senior pastor of St. Paul. “We have 
the parents make a pledge. They say, ‘I give 
you this Bible and pray for you every day that 
God’s word would be in your heart. Take it 
with you wherever you go — it is the power of 
God working in you. Jesus 
loves you, and so do I.’” 
 The congregation also 
joins in and together they 
all pray over the families. 
The first graders head 
over to the music room 
after the presentation 
and dive deeper into the 
Word of God with their 
personal Bibles. p

St. Paul/Boca Raton Holds Annual
First Grade Bible Presentation

Redeemer/Stuart, FL held their 16th 
Annual Fall Festival at the Martin 
County Fairgrounds. Plenty of car 
trunks were decorated and plenty 
of free treats were distributed as 
well as hotdogs, pumpkins, petting 
zoo and bounce houses. Thousands 
of people attend each year.

16th Annual Fall Festival Held at Martin 
County Fairgrounds by Redeemer/Stuart
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S St. Michael/Ft. 
Myers, FL is blessed 
to have many new 
staff members 
this year. After 

participating in the September 
District Educator’s Conference 
with a heavy emphasis on  
the care of the worker we 
have experienced care first-
hand as our FLGA District 
stepped in to help with 
insurance deductibles for our 
professional church workers. 
We are experiencing an 
incredible picture of what 
it means to be the body of 
Christ! I’m praying for all 
of you as you support all of 
us throughout FLGA coming off 
this Hurricane Ian experience. 
 I’m sure what you do seems 
like a drop in the bucket but it is 
making a significant difference. 
Hurricane Ian could not stop 
word and sacrament ministry: 
Jerry is a young man who came 
to our school from China in 5th 
grade (struggling to understand 
English). He heard for the first 
time about Jesus through his 
Bible lessons with Paul Schwan. 
That seed was planted and grew 
over these last 4.5 years. 
 Director of Christian Education,  
Jack Proctor, coached him in JV 
basketball which got him attending 
youth group. Before Jack took 
his call in the summer of 2021, 
he got Jerry signed up for the 
LCMS National Youth Gathering. 
I took over teaching confirmation 
and Jerry was there (I had no 
idea until a year later that Jerry 
hadn’t attended the previous 
year). He came nearly weekly to 
youth group and graduated last 
spring as our school salutatorian.
 During confirmation and our 
study of the 1st commandment, 
Jerry shared openly that he had 
prayed to Buddha when he lived 
in China. I didn’t know much 
about Jerry at the time so I didn’t 
know he had not been a Christian 
prior to coming to St. Michael. 
In the spring, I asked Jerry if he 
was going to be confirmed this 
fall. He said, “I don’t know.” 
   Before the youth gathering, 

by Lori Schwan
Director of Nurturing 
Ministries &             
Christian Education
St. Michael/Ft. Myers, FL
lori.schwan@gsmlcs.org

I finally had a chance to talk with 
his mom who hadn’t come to any 
of the parent meetings for the 
gathering. That weekend Pastor 
Jon Zehnder was preaching a 
sermon that asked “Let’s get really 
personal. Who is in your life right 

now who doesn’t know Jesus?” 
I remember stopping and asking 
God who that person was. I had 
people, family members, etc. who 
I wondered where they were with 
Jesus, but I sensed the Holy Spirit 
was asking for someone different. 
 No one individual came to 
mind so I just noted that I needed 
to keep praying for God to show 
me. That morning between 
services, we had had our final 
NYG meeting but Jerry’s mom 
had not attended. During the 
start of the late service, Jerry’s 
mom was texting me to arrange 
to dropping off surprise letters of 
encouragement for Jerry that we 
have families of our youth provide 
each time. She came to the narthex 
while pastor was preaching and I 
could step away from the sound 
booth for a few minutes. I asked if 
she wanted him to be confirmed. 
She said she was not a Christian 
but that Jerry was. I asked if she 
was Buddhist but she said no (she 
indicated it was more like a belief 
of picking a little from a religious 
menu of whatever she liked).  
 I asked if Jerry had ever been 
baptized (that was a unit that 
was covered in the previous year’s 
confirmation curriculum that I 
thought Jerry had been a part of 
with Jack Proctor). She said no, but 
that she was ok with him being 
baptized and confirmed. I asked to 
meet with Jerry one-on-one that 
week to talk more since he was 
usually very quiet in confirmation 

and youth group. I wanted to be 
sure I understood where he was at 
and could answer more questions 
for him, especially to see if he was 
prepared to take the Lord’s Supper 
for the first time at the gathering. 
  Jerry’s mom Lily came with 

him to our meeting. Within 
minutes, it was clear Jerry 
had a strong Christian faith 
as I asked him questions 
about what he understood 
was happening in the Lord’s 
supper (youth gathering prep 
for communion). His reply 
was “that’s what it says in 
the catechism when I read 
it.” Jerry read Luther’s Small 
Catechism cover to cover. 

We talked about incredibly deep 
questions that he had. It included 
pondering what happens to Jews 
who haven’t accepted Jesus as their 
Savior for whom they have been 
waiting for centuries. All the while 
his mom listened. I learned that the 
reason Jerry was at confirmation 
all year was not because he wanted 
to be but because his mom made 
him (maybe she thought it was 
a prerequisite to going on the 
gathering). We don’t know her 
motives, but we know the good 
for which God intended to use it! 
  Toward the end Lily engaged 
again and asked very simply, “What 
would I need to do if I wanted to 
be a Christian?” Before I could open 
by mouth, Jerry replied, “Nothing. 
Just believe.” My heart swelled! He 
was communicating the amazing 
free gift of the Gospel of Grace! 
  We talked for a bit about ways 
she could learn more. We joked 
how Pastor Jon’s fast talking in an 
adult information class could be 
hard for her to understand since 
English isn’t always as easy for her 
to understand as it is for Jerry. I 
gave her links to Lutheran Hour 
Ministry’s God Connects that I first 
heard about at the recent  FLGA 
District Educator’s Conference. 
I knew it would explain things 
clearly and simply. I told her we 
could talk about it together. I also 
shared the back story of how God 
had been working through Pastor 
Jon’s sermon days before to help 
me share my faith with someone 

St. Michael/Ft. Myers Peforms Baptism   Despite Hurricane Ian’s Wrath
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From left — Paul Schwan (Jerry’s 5th grade Bible teacher at 
St. Michael, Jerry’s mom Lily Ye, 2nd row between Lily and 
Jerry is Jerry’s step dad Jackie Searcy, Pastor Jon Zehnder 
(beard), and Jason Zehnder, Jerry’s 8th grade teacher.

and that as he was just asking that 
question for the third time, she had 
met me in the narthex and she was 
explaining she was not a Christian 
but that she did have a Bible. Just 
then, Pastor Jon came through 
the door of the conference room 
where we were meeting. Kairos 
— God’s sacred time! I love when 
the Holy Spirit lets us see what 
He is orchestrating 
behind the scenes! 
He too invited her 
to ask any questions 
and he would be glad 
to answer them. 
  During that 
meeting, Jerry had 
agreed that he wanted 
to be baptized before 
he was confirmed 
on October 30th. He 
suggested October 5th 
since it was his birthday 
it would be easy to 
remember. During 
September, I reached 
out to Jerry because 
we had not seen 
him much since the 
gathering. He came to 
youth group and as we 
talked we realized 10/5 
fell on a Wednesday I 
was so excited at the 
possibility of being able 
to have the middle and high school 
group share in his baptism since our 
youth meet on Wednesday nights. 
 Jerry, however, didn’t want to 
be baptized publicly. We agreed to 
a private ceremony at 5 PM with 
a celebration during youth group 
where we were going to have a 
baptism-themed night, playing 
water balloon volleyball and a 
previously arranged  Chick-Fil-A 
dinner that a parent had planned 
before we knew about the baptism. 
Jerry just wanted Paul Schwan, 
his 5th grade teacher who taught 
introduced the Bible to him and 
Jason Zehnder his 8th grade teacher 
at the baptism. Everything was set. 
  So we thought. 
 Then hurricane Ian hit our 
town hard. On October 4th, Jerry 
texted saying he had other plans 
for his birthday. I respected it but 
also wondered if he was referring 

to youth group that hadn’t been 
officially canceled yet. I decided 
to call his mom. She said he still 
wanted to be baptized if we could 
do it. I jumped on the phone to see 
if Pastor Jon could — he was busy 
with his own house being hit so 
hard. In true form, Jon said yes. He 
jokes that he will baptize someone 
at the drop of a hat and do the 

paperwork later. Well, in this case, 
we had to. The certificate couldn’t 
be printed because there wasn’t 
power to our campus giving us 
WiFi. The woman who personalized 
the cross stitched baptism napkins 
with their name and date was 
on the 33rd floor of her condo 
downtown waiting for power and 
only came down on the emergency 
elevators when necessary. 
 Pastor Zehnder came after 
doing work on his friends mobile 
home that was damaged in the 
storm.  Getting Paul Schwan to 
be there wasn’t incredibly hard as 
his RV was parked in my driveway 
acting as my house’s generator. 
Jason Zehnder was able to swing 
over after a day of mucking out 
his in-laws house that had been 
destroyed. It certainly wasn’t 
anything formal that we did, but 
God did something so amazing 
through the simple element of 

water and the incredible power 
of His word to seal this young 
man’s faith and hopefully plant 
some more seeds of faith with his 
mom and perhaps also put some 
salve on some wounds for his step 
dad who grew up in the Catholic 
Church but had not actively 
participated in a long time. 
 As we talked about years 

of youth group trips and 
opportunities to grow in 
faith, we discovered that 
Jerry’s parents had just put 
their house on the market 
a few weeks ago and are 
planning to move back to his 
stepdad’s town in Kentucky. 
God’s timing continues to be 
perfect. If we had waited, 
they could be gone without 
us knowing. I shared how I 
would love to see the life-size 
ark they built in KY. Jerry said 
he wanted to see Solomon’s 
temple. I explained that it was 
destroyed, then rebuilt and 
then destroyed again in AD 70 
during Nero’s reign. He was 
intrigued and asked if that was 
in the Bible. I said it wasn’t 
but we have some historical 
books that explain the early 
church history. Then it came 
to me. This avid reader might 
really like the Rev. Dr. Paul 

Maier’s books. I first discovered 
him when I read “Flames of Rome” 
in college. I had felt bad that I 
didn’t have a gift to give Jerry at 
his baptism. Our high school adult 
leader and I had planned to give 
him a nice Lutheran Study Bible 
but that hadn’t happened with 
the storm prep and aftermath. 
 I assured him his present that 
was planned would be coming 
but I also told him I would get 
him “Flames of Rome” so he could 
learn more about the perseverance 
of the early church despite the 
persecution. I just bought it on 
Amazon and decided to get a 
hardback for $.50 more - it was 
the only one left — kairos!  p

St. Michael/Ft. Myers Peforms Baptism   Despite Hurricane Ian’s Wrath
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by John List, Editor

 I think Allstate Insurance 
Company probably says it best 
with their comforting campaign 
 — “You’re In Good Hands.” 
They’ve used that slogan since 
I was born in the early 50’s! 
 I’m told by trusted friends on 
the internet that Allstate was 
charged with recruiting and 
hiring female insurance agents 
during World War II when 
so many of the guys were off 
serving our country. A man 
named Davis Ellis had worked 
in the insurance industry since 
the early 1920s. Eventually he 
became Senior Vice President 
of Sales for Allstate and his 
biggest contribution came 
about as the result of his 
daughter contracting hepatitis.
 JoAnn was an honor 
student at Evanston (IL) High 
School, the valedictorian of 
her graduating class and the 
‘baby’ in the Ellis family. The 
family physician had informed 
JoAnn’s parents that she was 
quite ill and he was calling 
in a virus specialist with 
the liver infection. Shortly 
afterwards Dave came home 
from work one evening and 
his wife, Helen, threw her 
arms around his shoulders 
and delightfully reported: “the 
specialist has examined JoAnn 
and our family doctor has 
ensured we are in good hands!”
 Jump ahead to the late 1950s 
and Dave was working with the 
Allstate’s advertising agency 
while they were brainstorming 
for campaign slogans. He recalled 
the incident and the comfort he 
immediately felt when his wife 

We’re in Good Hands For Future Generations
emphasized “in good hands.”
 The team created a pair of hands 
cradling a car and the campaign was 
created! The illustrated hands were 
actually those of the agency’s artist.
 When you say that someone 
“is in good hands,” you mean they 

are being looked after or trained by 
someone skilled who can be trusted.
 I want to assure you we’re 
in good hands — in addition to 
being in our Savior’s hands, we’re 
able to have comfort knowing 
our seminaries are turning out 
quality men to care for us.
 At this Fall’s District Pastors 
Conference, I was able to enjoy 
dinner one night at an oceanfront 

restaurant with the five vicars who 
have been assigned their third year 
with us here in Florida-Georgia.
  My vicar this year is Anthony 
Sedotto (see page 24). He explains 
that each class entering the 
seminary is divided into small 

pastoral formation groups. 
There are roughly a dozen 
students in formation, and 
they are divided into even 
smaller groups called Winkel 
groups — designed to  provide 
support and accountability for 
one another throughout their 
entire seminary experience. 
Oddly enough, all four 
members of one Winkel group 
were assigned to the FLGA 
District — with Anthony 
being the odd-ball out. Since 
his Winkel group will be doing 
vicarage during their 4th 
year, Anthony was adopted 
into the group at left with 
the four other FLGA men.
 These guys are exceptional! 
Passionate about ministry 
and eager to complete 
their studies and get out 
into the field as trained 
pastors. They are (from 
left) Sam Hogue, Grace/
Winter Haven, FL; Anthony 
Sedotto, St. Paul/Boca 

Raton, FL; Ken Estes, Bethlehem/
Jacksonville Beach, FL; Owen 
Duncan, Hope/Plant City, 
FL and Conner Forbes, Mt. 
Calvary/Warner Robins, GA.
 Do you know a candidate for 
the seminary? Encourage him! Alert 
your pastor! We need to ensure we 
take comfort in knowing we’re in 
good hands doing the Lord’s work 
for our future generations.  p 
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