
R

LIFELUTHERAN

Years
75

1948-2023

The Newsmagazine of the 
Florida-Georgia District LCMS 

January/February 2023



LIFE
Lutheran LIFE is the official 
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Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod. The Mission of the FLGA 
District is to serve, assist, and 
encourage congregations in 
the ministry of Jesus Christ. 
People of the FLGA District are 
equipped, empowered, engaged 
in the Master’s business … 
connecting people to Jesus. 
Lutheran LIFE is designed to 
inform LCMS church and school 
members of the activities, 
personalities and resources 
offered by the Synod and the 
District. Lutheran LIFE may also 
provide a forum for readers to 
express their views and ideas 
on a wide range of topics. 
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monthly. News items and photos 
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embedded in emails. 
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District Calls Accepted
09/28/22 ���������Rev� Aaron Schnelle as Sole Pastor to 

Bethel/Clearwater, FL
10/25/22 ���������Rev� Logan Landes as Sole Pastor to Saint 

Peter’s/Middleburg, FL

Transferred Out of FLGA to Other Districts
12/01/22 ����������Ms� Lori Bachmann (C) to TX
12/08/22 ���������Rev� John Ramey (O) to SE

Transferred Into FLGA  from Other Districts
10/24/22����������Rev� Aaron Schnelle (O) from Kansas
10/27/22 ����������Ms� Blythe Barreto (C) from TX
10/31/22 ����������Rev� John Hohe (O) from OH
11/08/22 ����������Mr� William Strang (C) from MI
11/08/22 ����������Ms� Donna Strang (C) from MI
12/01/22 ����������Rev� Logan Landes (O) from Southern
12/07/22 ����������Rev� Richard Lohmeyer (O) from OH

DISTRICT CAPSULES
Ordinations & Installations

10/30/22 ���������Rev� John Mackowiak as Intentional 
Interim Pastor at Amazing Grace/Oxford, 
FL (The Villages)

11/06/22 ����������Rev� John Hohe as Sole Pastor at Grace/
St� Cloud, FL

11/20/22 ����������Rev� Aaron Schnelle as Sole Pastor at 
Bethel/Clearwater, FL

12/18/22 ����������Rev� Logan Landes as Sole Pastor at 
Saint Peter/Middleburg, FL

12/18/22 ����������Rev� Richard Lohmeyer as Intentional 
Interim Pastor at Messiah/Valdosta, GA

Called to Glory
12/24/22 ���������Rev� Roy Zerbe (O)
11/01/22 ����������Rev� Herman Glienke (O)
11/12/22 ����������Rev� Theodore Hanus (O)
11/27/22 ����������Mr� David Kroll (C)

Please send your stories, articles, 
photos and all address corrections, 

deletions and additions to:

LutheranLife@aol.com
Please attach photos in one of these formats:

.jpg  .png  .pdf  

Attention!

 Mission Mondays are MIGRATING to Transformation Tuesdays!
 Join Florida-Georgia District Executive Director of Missions and 
Outreach, The Rev. Dr. Peter Meier, for Transformation Tuesdays one-
hour Zoom call. The Transformation Tuesday discussions are scheduled for 

the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays of each 
month at 11:00 am. 
  “On January 
10 we will look at 
the direction much 
of the organized 
church is taking as 
we launch into a 
new year,” Meier 
explains. “Is this the 
direction for God’s 

church and those who make it up? What direction do we want to 
take in the New Year? Join us for a thoughtful discussion!”
 On the FLGA District website you can download the app 
or register to receive the Zoom link: flgadistrict.org.  v

Mission Mondays Migrating to
Transformation Tuesdays
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 Mind the Gap is the 
gentle caution given to 

travelers on the London 
Underground when 

exiting or entering 
the train. It is the 

theme of the 2023 
Veterans of the 
Cross Retreat.
 

  “This year’s 
retreat moves to 
a new location — 
the St. Stephen 
Retreat Center 
in Titusville 
Florida,”  explains 
The Rev. Bob 
Steinke, Chairman 
of the retreat 
committee. “The 
center is located 
on beautiful, 
spacious, and 
serene coastal 
waterfront 
acreage with 
views of the 
Kennedy Space 
Center. Guests 
can participate in a variety 
of leisure activities, including 
boating, bowling, biking, 
canoeing, fishing, golfing, hiking, 
horseback riding, and tennis.” 
 Their website states that 
amenities include a large sparkling 
outdoor pool, fitness center, 
basketball court, volleyball, 
ping-pong tables, and children’s 
playground.  All guest rooms 
are exquisitely designed and 
equipped with coffee makers, 
spacious work areas, hair dryers, 
irons, and ironing boards. In 
addition, select rooms have 
refrigerators and microwaves.
 “Make a New Year’s Resolution 
to join other repositioned 
church workers at our annual 
retreat, March 6th through 8th,” 
Steinke continues. “I’m especially 
enthusiastic about announcing 

Veterans of the Cross Convenes 
March 6-8, 2023 at New Expansive Location

our keynote speaker, — The Rev. 
Dr. David Benke — an ideal choice 
given his comprehensive awareness 
for bridging gaps between the call 
of a Christian and the call of the 
world for his whole ministry.”
 The Rev. Dr. Anthony 
Steinbronn, Emeritus New Jersey 
District President of the LCMS 

and noted theologian, will serve 
as the VOC Bible Study Leader.
 Bishop Benke has served on 
the boards of numerous local 
community organizations including 
East Brooklyn Congregations, 
Cypress Hills Local Development 
Corp., Cypress-Fulton Senior 
Center, Wartburg Lutheran 
Services of Brooklyn, Mill Neck 
School for the Deaf (currently 
serving as Board Chair), Lutheran 
Social Services of New York 
(Board and twice Interim Chief 
Executive Officer), Kennedy 
Airport Protestant Chapel, and 
Forest/Highland Park Trust.
  Dr. David Benke is the Emeritus 
Atlantic District President of the 
LCMS and he helped initiate and 
has continued to promote the 
Nehemiah Plan, which has led to 
more than 4,000 single- family 

homes being built on formerly 
ravaged inner-city acreage in 
areas like the South Bronx and 
East Brooklyn areas of New York 
City. “For working-class families, 
this program is an ownership 
option,” Behnke emphasizes, 
“for the church, it’s a mission 
opportunity. Word and deed were 

executed in a way 
that probably hadn’t 
been heard of before.” 
Dr. Behnke worked 
with Mayor Koch 
and enlisted churchly 
partners through the 
decades to provide 
undergirding interest 
funding for Nehemiah 
Homes and served for 
years as the President 
of the National LCMS 
Housing Support 
Corporation. The 
LCMS and LCEF 
provided a $1 million 
commitment to help 
bring the Nehemiah 
Plan to fruition.
 In 2001, following 
the events of 
September 11, Dr. 
Benke co-founded 

Lutheran Disaster Response of New 
York, which provided $25 million 
to programs serving immigrants 
and others victimized by the 
terrorist attacks.  Subsequently, 
Dr. Benke became the founder 
and host of the annual “Witness 
In The Public Square” luncheon 
for The Atlantic District Mission 
Society, through which $3 million 
for missions have been raised.
 Registration is open — 
Two Nights, Six Meals
cost: $425 per couple 
$275 for a single, $65 for someone 
commuting. Registration can 
be done online at the District 
website under “VOC Retreat.”   v

The Rev. Dr. David Benke Rev. Dr. Anthony Steinbronn

Two Former District Presidents will
Keynote and Lead Bible Studies
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Along-Siders

75Years
AS

 Would you please carefully 
read the above words from the 
Apostle Paul again, remembering 
that these words are inspired by the 
Spirit of the Lord. Now, aren’t you 
amazed?  God said that all of us are 
His “fellow workers.”  That means 
that God is working in and through 
you and me and every single 
member of the Florida-Georgia 
(FLGA) District and beyond! 
 God could have chosen to just 
handle it Himself or designate 
certain people . . . but He chose 
to work through all who are His 

followers. In this text we are 
given the image that we are the 
“field,” the place, the setting in 
which God is working.  Picture 
this — the people around you 
were planted there by the 
Lord, in your field, for you 
to serve and come along-
side of them in His place.  
 Too often we think the 
church, that is the institution 
or organization, must have 

some “plan,” or “program” 
or “ministry” before we can 
serve as God’s witnesses and 
servants. And if not, then 
maybe we think that this is the 
staff’s responsibility. But this 
verse is about us recognizing 
that God is already at work . 
. . in and through those who 
are His followers — you and me. 
Our task therefore becomes 

one of discovering and joining 
the Lord in His Mission.  Joining 
Him right where He is already 
at work in your life and mine. 
Examples of this include:

• In that relationship you 
have with someone going 
through a difficult time;
• Helping someone — even a 
stranger — in their struggle to see 
that Jesus is there and ready to carry 
them through their circumstances;

• Coming along-side a friend, family 
member or acquaintance to discover 
that there is a God who cares not only 
about this life but beyond as well.

 Seventy-Five years ago, when 
the FLGA District was established, 
in many ways it began as a mission. 
Now that term isn’t usually 
associated with a District, but it 
fits. Because when we began there 
were only 22 congregations. It was 

75 Years . . .
And It’s Still About  Making Disciples!

“For we are 
God’s fellow workers. 
You are God’s field, 
God’s building.”

— 1 Corinthians 3:9



Keynote Speakers, Workshops, Pricing & Details Coming Soon
Watch Future Issues of Lutheran LIFE and website: flgadistrict.org/pec/
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James 
Rockey

1948 and the post-war boom was 
beginning. People were moving 
south, and the harvest field was 
seemingly growing everywhere. 
I also like to see the beginning of 
our District that way because those 
great servants before us had their 
eyes and hearts open to responding 
to the needs of the community, 
the world around them.  
 The FLGA District remains 
a mission District  — one that 

is here not only for its current 
members to receive and celebrate 
the gifts of God but it is here still 
to live as God’s “fellow workers,” 
His “field” through which He 
is at work. Therefore, we have 
continued to emphasize that 
our mission remains focused on 
“connecting people to Jesus!”  
 During this 75th Anniversary 
year, our theme is “Living as 
Along-Siders!”  This was chosen 
because it conveys the way the 
Lord has called each of us to live 
as “Disciples who Make Disciple 
Makers.” Remember, that was 
His command: Go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them. . . Therefore, we are to 
live as followers of Christ who 
“come alongside” others and 
walk with them through life.

75 Years . . .
And It’s Still About  Making Disciples!

 This was what Jesus Himself 
did with His disciples. He invited 
them to come along-side of Him.  
There He would model the life 
of faith, teach, encourage, and 
empower them to go out and 
become Along-Siders themselves.   
W I love the fact that the 
announcement of our 75th 
Anniversary theme coincides 
with Epiphany. We live in a day 
of growing darkness. Epiphany 

reminds us that Jesus has come 
into the world as The Light 
who scatters the darkness.  Yet 
amazingly, Jesus says that “you are 
the light of the world” (Matthew. 
5: 14). You and me!  Paul further 
emphasizes this saying “For you 
were once darkness, but now 
you are light in the Lord. Live as 
children of light” (Ephesians 5: 8-9).  
 This year we will celebrate what 
God has done in the past, look boldly 
to the future and work to equip 
each congregation and individual 
throughout the District to live as 
Along-Siders!  To live as Christ’s 
light, the “field,” the “building” 
that He works through to disciple 
more people into the family of 
faith that they too may experience 
“the joy of the Lord’s salvation!”  

This year we are 
recommitting ourselves to 
planting new ministries, 
to reach new people.  
Specifically, we are working 
to raise $1.5 million dollars 
to provide grants for ten 
new church plants over the 
next fives years!  Stay tuned 
for how you can be part of 
this exciting opportunity 
through matching gifts.
 Finally, our Anniversary 
celebration will culminate 
at our President’s Equip 
Conference in Orlando 
September 28-30.  This is 
for ALL lay leaders, pastors, 
educators and commissioned 
workers and we pray that 
you will begin even now to 
plan on joining us for this 
powerful conference!
 May the Lord’s Kingdom 
be blessed as we live as Along-
Siders that many, many more 
may be connected to Jesus!

September 28-30, 2023 • Orlando, Florida
Hilton Orlando Buena Vista Palace

Years
75

Equip Conference
PRESIDENT’S

Celebrating Three-Quarters of a 
Century of Mission & Ministry

Save The Date!

Pastors • Educators
Administrators • Lay Leaders

1948-2023
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 The LCMS Council of 
Presidents gathered to say thank 
you and farewell in a banquet and 
roast in honor of the departing 
District Presidents. Included in 
this evening of celebration was 
FLGA’s former District President, 
The Rev. Dr. Greg Walton, who 
completed 13 years of service 
on the Council of Presidents. 
 New District President, The 
Rev. James Rockey said, “I could 
not be more blessed. Greg is a 
true leader who led faithfully and 
courageously leaving the District 
in great position to go forward 
boldly in furthering Christ’s 
Kingdom!  I thank the Lord for 
Greg’s vision and leadership in all 
he has done and pray God richly 
blesses him in his new ministry 
with LCEF-Grace Place Ministries.” 
 LCEF named The Rev. Dr. 
Greg Walton Vice President of 
Ministry Solutions for Grace 
Place Wellness (GPW). 

President Emeritus Walton Installed in St. Louis at LCEF
 Prior to serving as the FLGA’s 
quarterback, he was a pastor for 22 
years at Trinity/Toccoa, GA, as well 
as 10 years at Faith/Marietta, GA.
 Grace Place Wellness Ministries 
has been a leader in church worker 
wellness education for more than 
20 years. The organization has 
served thousands of LCMS church 
workers, leaders, and their families 
throughout the United States and 
worldwide. Their mission is to 
nurture vitality and joy in ministry 
by inspiring and equipping church 
workers to lead healthy lives.
 In January, 2022 LCEF acquired 
Grace Place Wellness Ministries. 
“After learning of the impending 
retirement of Darrell Zimmerman, 
I was eager to see this ministry 
continue. I am excited to work 
with Grace Place Wellness after 
having been on several retreats and 
served as worship leader for several 
of those in the Florida-Georgia 
District,” Walton offered. “Under 

the banner of the Lutheran Church 
Extension Fund we will continue 
to explore how we can best serve 
church workers. At the same time, 
Grace Place Wellness will strive to 
help lay leaders appreciate the value 
of their workers as partners and 
invest in them by providing the care 
which can strengthen ministry.
 “Church workers are our 
greatest gift. Assuring they are well 
supported and cared for means 
congregations, schools, and RSOs 
are healthy and growing ministry 
opportunities in their communities.” 
 “Pastor Walton is deployed 
staff with LCEF, so he remains a 
Member of the FLGA District,” 
explains District President James 
Rockey, shown at right installing 
Walton in his new position. “He 
is serving as Vice President, 
Ministry Solutions — Grace Place 
Wellness. We are delighted that 
we and the District can celebrate 
that the Lord continues to use His 
faithful servant, Greg, to further 
the Kingdom.  In this new calling, 
healthy workers  equals healthy 
churches,” Rockey emphasized. v

The Rev. Dr. Greg Walton (left) with 
FLGA District President James Rockey.
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 Pastor John was energized 
from his conversations with his 
former vicarage supervisor. He 
was determined to put into action 
the things they had talked about 
over the phone and over zoom. 
 So as Pastor John was thinking 
and praying about the next steps, 
he was considering starting 
a Bible study or a discussion 
group or just looking for one 
or two to mentor. The goal was 
for the people of the church he 
served to be daily in the habit of 
bringing people closer to Jesus.
 Then it hit him. As he was 
driving to church one morning he 
began to think about Harriet. She 
was a member of the church for 
decades. She was one of the quiet 
ones. Sure she attended worship 
and Bible class most weeks. She 
helped in the kitchen and clean 
up days. She was even the LWML 
president for a short while. Yet 
she was always in the background. 
Pastor John remembered a time 
when She stopped by his office one 
day she was volunteering. She asked 
a question of the pastor about a 
conversation she was having at 
the job she did part time. That 
memory sparked a curiosity for him 
to contact her to find out more.
 Three days later, Pastor 
John was in her living room one 
afternoon for a home visit. She 
brought out hot coffee and freshly 
made snickerdoodle cookies. He 
reminded himself to limit his intake 
to two. Soon she was asking what 
brought the pastor to visit.
 The pastor said, “I remember 
one time you stopped by my office 
asking how you might respond 
to a question someone in your 
office asked. So I got curious how 
things went with that and about 
how those kind of conversations 

started in the first place.” Harriet 
was slow to speak as she wanted 
to be careful to give credit to God 
for everything. But what followed 
was inspiring to say the least.
 Harriet worked 
in the office of a 
production facility in 
an industrial section 
of town. She came 
in three days a week 
and did various 
administrative tasks 
including answering the 
telephone. Everyone 
knew her as someone 
who was positive and encouraging 
if not on the quiet side. She did 
not participate in office gossip, nor 
did she listen to off colored stories 
or jokes. She just quietly slipped 
away. Through her demeanor 
and behavior people knew she 
was a real Christian. She cared 
about people. When something 
happened with someone in the 
office, she quietly would offer a 
caring word or a listening ear. She 
wrote cards and notes showing 
she remembered and listened. She 
would help as she was able as well.
 Over time, people in the office 
would quietly stop by her desk 
and say hello. They would find 
themselves staying longer and 
sharing the most private joys and 
hurts. She did not criticize them or 
lecture them and tell them what 
they should do. Harriet would 
simply listen and occasionally 
ask a clarifying question. The 
look on her face showed true 
compassion and care. She offered 
to pray. Sometimes right then 
and there, but often just in her 
personal devotional time. 
 At no time did anyone know 
about specific conversations. She 
held them in strict confidence. 

Days or weeks later she would 
quietly stop and ask people how 
they were. She would often ask 
them how God might be answering 
“their” prayers. Along the way 
miraculous things happened. They 
saw unexpected medical recoveries, 
children’s lives changed, worries 
turned to celebrations and more. 
People trusted her. They loved 
her. They saw Jesus in her. They 
experienced His grace through her.
 Over time they would ask her 
about the Bible, how to pray, what 
to read. She shared lots of copies 
of “Portals of Prayer.” She smiled 
when people talked about how they 
had gone to church. Tears of joy 
were shed as people talked about 
how they knew Jesus loved them. 

 Every day in the office was 
an adventure of how God was 
moving. The whole experience 
was humbling to Harriet who 
knew she was a sinner saved by 
grace. Her own worship took on 
a deeper meaning as she received 
absolution and knelt at the altar. 
Jesus is not just a name in a book. 
He is real. He is God incarnate. He 
is the Savior and loves church goers 
like her and He loves her office 
mates just as deeply. What amazes 
her is that God would entrust 
her to show His life to them all. 
 Pastor John listened and was 
moved by her story. It struck 
him how it all started by being a 
Christian in the office and not at 
all by what she said. The words of 
Jesus rang true in his head, “For the 
entire law is fulfilled in keeping this 
one command: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself’” Galatians 5:14.  v

Rev. Scott Gress is a Professional Certified 
Coach and believes in Growing People 
for Ministry by focussing on leadership, 
discipleship and teamwork. Contact Scott 
if you are interested in working with him 
or your church. The Coaching Leader 
Podcast is also available and his YouTube 
page. You can contact Scott through 
email scottgress@me.com or his blog 
page scottgress.com or at 561-542-4472

Scott Gress
Lutheran Counseling Services
Leadership Coach
Florida-Georgia District
scottgress@me.com
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District Middle School Youth Gathering Huge Success

Snow Cones were sponsored 
by LCMS Youth Ministry

Servant Event Photo Booth

Line Dancing

Approximately 315 Youth & Leaders Attended

Trinity/Fort Pierce, FL St. Paul/Lakeland, FL

St. Luke’s/Oviedo, FL

St. John/Ocala, FL

Holy Trinity/ Masaryktown FL

Faith/Marietta, GA

Bethlehem/Jacksonville Beach, FL

Abiding Savior/Gainesville, FL St. Paul/Boca Raton, FL

Birdsongs Provided Music
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District Middle School Youth Gathering Huge Success

Approximately 315 Youth & Leaders Attended St. Michael/Ft. Myers, FL

Redeemer/Stuart, FL

Prince Of 
Peace/

Orlando, FL

Grace/Winter Haven, FL

Grace/St. Petersburg, FL

Grace/Naples, FL

Bethel/Clearwater, FL

Grace/Jacksonville, FL Faith/Eustis, FL

A
Approximately 315 
youth and adult 
leaders attended 
the 2022 Middle 
School Youth 
Gathering at Lake 
Yale in Leesburg, 
Florida. Held 
annually on the 
first weekend 
in November, 
the event is an 
important time 
for youth to grow 
spiritually, serve 
others, and make 
new friends. 

The mass events 
were a highlight. 
Students enjoyed 
the music of the 
Birdsongs and the 
stories and poems 
of keynote speaker 
Tanner Olsen, who 
had attended the 
event years ago 
when he was in 
middle school. 

Saturday was busy 
with breakout 
sessions, games, 
and activities.  
Students painted 
the exterior of 
seven buildings 
at the camp as a 
service project. 
They also brought 
an offering of 
more than $2,200 
in gift cards for 
disaster relief on 
Florida’s SW Coast 
following the 
two hurricanes. 

After worshipping 
together Sunday 
morning, tired 
students left 
for home, filled 
with Living Hope 
in Jesus. v



T have the perfect peace of God 
which surpasses all understanding 
which guards your heart and mind 
in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:6). 
And that’s only the beginning.
  The fact is that Jesus isn’t poor 
any more. Because he gave up 

his riches and humbled 
himself to death on the 
cross, God raised him from 
the dead and gave him the 
name that is above every 
name (Philippians 2:9). 
And if Jesus did all this for 
you while he was poor — 
imagine how much more 
he does for you now that 
he is rich in every way!

 Christmas is 
certainly a season of gift 
giving and receiving. 
Consider the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Consider the gift you 
have received. You 
are the reason for the 
season! God has lavished 
his riches in Christ Jesus 
on you. They are not 
meant to be hoarded. 
Jesus became poor for 
a purpose. And you 
have become rich for a 
purpose: With whom 
can you share the 
riches that are yours 
in Christ Jesus?  v
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 These days, we hear a lot about 
“the richest man in the world.” But 
did you know that with his fortune of 
$164 Billion, Elon Musk is actually the 
second richest person in the world, 
behind Bernard Arnault —  the 
73-year-old French business magnate, 
investor, and art 
collector. Arnault is the 
co-founder, chairman, 
and chief executive 
officer of LVMH Moët 
Hennessy – Louis 
Vuitton, the world’s 
largest luxury goods 
company. His wealth is 
estimated at $173 Billion. 
 I can’t even begin 
to imagine that kind of 
wealth. What would I 
do with it? That’s even 
too much to give away 
in a whole lifetime! Yet, 
these men and others 
who have billions in 
their accounts are poor 
when compared to the 
second person of the 
Trinity, the Son of God.
  Think of it! Before he 
was conceived, 
the eternal Son 
of God possessed 
all of heaven’s 
glory, power and 
majesty. I can’t 
fathom the kind 
of wealth Jesus 
enjoyed from 
eternity. Take 
a moment and 
see if you can 
comprehend it! 
And what did 
Jesus do with his 
riches? He became 
poor! Jesus gave 
it up to be laid 
in a manger, 
bundled in strips 
of cloth, born of a poor mother, 
the son of a humble laborer. Jesus 
himself claimed to have no place to 
lay his head, no home, no pillow, not 
even a grave of his own when he 
was crucified. This is not a story of 
rags to riches, but of immeasurable 
riches to lowest poverty.
  And it was done willingly – he 
became poor. He submitted to the 
will of his Father, who sent him to 
this earth with a purpose, a mission 
— for your sake, St. Paul says.

“For you know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: Though he was 
rich, for your sake he 
became poor, so that 
by his poverty you 
might become rich.” 

— 2 Corinthians 8:9

Jesus is NOT
the Reason for the Season

 This past Advent, Christmas-
into-Epiphany season, we kept 
hearing Jesus is the reason for the 
season. I don’t agree! Jesus is not the 
reason for the season. You are! It was 
your need, and mine — our sin and 
our inability to save ourselves that 

is the reason 
God sent the 
Lord Jesus.
  
The reason 
for Jesus’ 
coming was 
for you. The 
reason for the 
season is you.
 
Jesus left 
his riches behind 
for you. Here is 
the great “so 
that” —so that 
by his poverty, 
you might 
become rich. 

Take a moment 
and try to 
comprehend 

that . . . Jesus became poor, Jesus 
humbled himself, even to death 
on the cross (Philippians 2:8), 
so that you can have a share 
in Jesus’ heavenly riches. 
Those riches can’t compare 
with a mere $173 Billion — or 
even a paltry $164 Billion!
  Consider this great “so 
that” for you — You are a 
child of God (1 John 3:1), the 
love of God is poured out into 
your heart (Romans 5:5), you 

Peter Meier
Executive Director
Missions & Outreach
Florida-Georgia District
pmeier@flgadistrict.org

Elon Musk

Bernard Arnault Jesus Christ
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FLORIDAGEORGIA
Out and About in the District

Send Your News & Photos to lutheranlife@aol.com

The senior youth group at St. Paul/Weston, FL enjoyed a “white elephant” gift exchange at their annual 
Christmas party. The “Kid Choir”  performed a chancel drama, written by Cydney Hartner, and was all about 
being able to let go of fear because of the gift of Jesus — that true peace is only found in Him.  v
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Faith/Eustis, FL enjoyed a beautifully lit sanctuary 
on Christmas Eve while the congregation sang 
“Silent Night” in their candlelight service. v

St. John/Ocala, FL had twin Christmas trees bordering 
the altar and dramatically lit garland surrounding 
their sanctuary for Christmas worship. v

The Rev. Aaron Schnelle was installed as Sole Pastor at Bethel/Clearwater, FL on November 20.  v



Andrea (Andie) Bell was installed as 
the Early Learning Center Director 
of Woodlands/Montverde, FL on 
December 18, 2022. Pictured from 
left are Rev. Josh Petitt, Andrea 
(Andie) Bell, Rev. Dr. Bob Roegner. v

Faith/North Palm Beach, FL members 
delivered Christmas gifts to students at the 
Peppi Headstart Program in Belle Glade the 
week before Christmas. Since 1982, children 
in the Belle Glade community have had 
access to the highest quality early childhood 
education at the Lutheran Services Florida 
PEPPI Head Start/Early Head Start center. 
Partnering with the Belle Glade community, 
LSF helps educate children and support 
families who face tremendous socio-economic 
barriers. Like all Head Start/Early Head Start 
programs, a major emphasis of the Belle Glade 
model is centered on parent involvement 
and engagement, which is contained in the 
acronym of the program’s original name 
“PEPPI,” which stands for Preschool Enrichment 
Program with Parental Involvement. v

Faith/North Palm Beach Supports Lutheran 
Services Florida’s Peppi Headstart Program

13

Grace/Winter Haven, FL pre-
schoolers enjoyed a special visit from 
Mr. & Mrs. Claus in December.   v



J
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 Jeff Potter, Assistant Principal 
at St. Paul/Boca Raton FL, was 
the recipient of the Concordia 
University/Wisconsin Master 
Educator of the Year Award for 
2022. He received it at the CUW 
commencement ceremony for 
undergraduate and graduate 
students on Saturday, December 
17, 2022 held in the R. John 
Buuck Field House on campus. 
 The award is based on an 
alumni who is presently serving at 
an LCMS affiliated school and has 
taught at the appropriate level 
in an LCMS affiliated school 
for at least five years.
 Recipients also have  exhibited 
dedication, excellence, and 
distinction in his/her service while
imparting a love for learning 
and inspiring students to serve 
in Lutheran education. 
 Jeff received a $1,000 stipend 
and St. Paul/Boca Raton, FL’s 
school also receives a $1,000 gift.
 Potter along with his 
wife Jennifer and son Landon 
flew to Wisconsin to attend 
the commencement and a 
graduation luncheon where he 
was presented  with the award. 
 Lutheran rapper FLAME was 
the commencement speaker. 
FLAME is a Lutheran hip-hop 
artist. He is a well-versed leader 
in the Christian hip-hop scene 
with a growing list of accolades, 

Jeff Potter Receives Master Educator of the Year 
Award from Concordia University Wisconsin

Jennifer, Landon and Jeffrey 
Potter met with Lutheran rapper 
FLAME in December. FLAME 
was CUW’s December 2022 
commencement speaker.

Apparently it runs in the family! 
Landon Potter received the Christian 
Discipleship Award for Compassion 
from St. Paul/Boca Raton, FL at 
a December chapel service.

including a GRAMMY nomination, 
several Dove and Stellar Award 
nominations, and multiple 
Billboard chart toppers. He was 
born and raised in the inner city 
of St. Louis, MO. He has released 
nine albums to date and Stellar 
Award winning “God Knows” 
(2018) under his own imprint.
 For more than a decade, 
FLAME has traveled throughout 
North America & the Caribbean, 

Africa, Europe, and Asia performing 
music that has impacted the 
masses. In addition to touring, 
writing, recording and co-
producing his own projects, 
FLAME founded and helms Clear 
Sight Music, a burgeoning record 
label raising the bar in Christian 
hip-hop and beyond. He has 
a Master’s degree in theology 
with a minor in counseling. v
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The Lutheran churches of Miami-Dade County, Florida united for a Reformation service on Sunday afternoon 
October 30th at 4 pm. Approximately 150 people attended worship under the theme  “The Song of the 
Reformation” focusing on Psalm 46 and the hymn “A Mighty Fortress is Our God.” The participants came from 
St. Andrews, Bayshore, Our Savior, Faith, Concordia, St. Paul, Trinity and Holy Cross Lutheran Churches.
It was an afternoon of reacquainting with old friends – sharing the Gospel message and fellowshipping 
around German food and refreshments as well as German music. Pictured above are the participation 
clergy, Pastors Rev. Erwin Perez-Arche, Bayshore; Rev. William A. Sielk; St. Paul, Rev. James 
Leggett, Our Savior; Rev. Dennis Bartels, Holy Cross; Dr. Wilfredo C. Rivera Sr., Trinity. v

Miami-Dade County Lutheran Gather for Worship,
Reformation Festival to Celebrate Heritage
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 “Of all the ways the Lord has 
molded me for leadership, I count 
Emergent Leader training as one 
of the most impactful,” emphasizes 
The Rev. James Rockey, President 
of the FLGA District of the LCMS. 
“The materials and facilitators 
helped me to better understand 
myself, my strengths and develop 
the leadership gifts needed to 
serve the Lord and others in times 
of opportunity and challenge.”
 Emergent Leader is an 
experience in developing your own 
personal learning and increases a 
leader’s ability to initiate, realize, 
and manage growth for self, other, 
and his or her organization. 
 “The experience explores 
core leadership models through 
teaching, peer review and 
evaluation, cohort accountability 
groups, skill development 
practicums, and assignments 
between events and is provided 
by a team with experience and 
proven results in leadership and 
organizational development 
within the church and business 
worlds,” states Renee Varga, 
FLGA District Treasurer and 
a Partner at Moss, Krusick & 
Associates of Winter Park, FL. 
The Emergent Leader training is 
being offered for people working 
or volunteering in Lutheran 
Organizations of North America.
 The Spring 2023 team is 
comprised of KURT BICKEL, 
MA, GPCC. Bickel has 28 years 
of consulting experience. He 
is a Certified 
Professional 
Coach with the 
Gestalt Institute 
of Cleveland 
(2012) He 
holds a Masters 
Degree in 
Human Resource 
Development 
from Webster 
University, St. Louis, Missouri, 
(1995) and is a Certified Consultant 
for Organization and Human 
Resource Development, with 
The University Associates, San 
Diego. (1991) He is a Graduate of 
Concordia Seward, NE (1973). 

Spring, 2023 “Emergent Leader” Program Announced 2023 Leadership 
Team Profiled
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Spring, 2023 “Emergent Leader” Program Announced 
 LEAH ABEL has 20 years of 
experience empowering teams for 
excellence and productivity. Leah 

brings a focused, 
goal-oriented 
meeting process 
and high level 
of strategic 
planning skills 
to her work. 
Her clients 
experience 
greater success 
in moving ideas 

and concepts to tangible plans 
and results. Leah is a graduate of 
Concordia University Nebraska 
and her training and certifications 
include work with the Institute 
of Cultural Affairs, the Project 
Management Institute, 4DX, and 
the Townsend Leadership Institute.
 DARYL PICHAN has mentored 
and coached business owners, 
presidents, partners and senior 

leaders for more 
than 20 years. 
Clients are able to 
re-calibrate and 
re-energize their 
functioning by 
gaining advanced 
level mastery in 
leadership skills 
through improving 
management 

of self and deepening their 
understanding of the emotional 
processes that guide every human 
interaction. He has advanced 
degrees through the University of 
Rochester, University Associates 
and Georgetown Family Center. 
 MEGAN MIESSLER is the 
Executive Director of Lutheran 
Counseling Services in Orlando, FL. 
Megan is a Licensed Clinical Social 

Worker and also 
a Rostered DCE 
receiving her MSW 
from University 
of Central Florida 
and her DCE 
certification from 
Concordia St. Paul. 
Megan has worked 
as a therapist in the 
school counseling 

setting and in private practice 
working with children, adolescents, 
couples and families. Megan has 

been part of crisis response to 
natural disasters and tragedies 
throughout the country. She has a 
heart for educators, church workers 
and challenging people to take 
care of their mind, body and spirit. 
Megan seeks to encourage self-
awareness, through authenticity, so 
that all feel equipped to use their 
God-given gifts and talents.  v

SPONSORED BY THE
FLORIDA-GEORGIA DISTRICT
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     On Saturday, December 3rd the Christian Growth Ministry 
Team of Hope/Plant City, FL joined for their Annual Ladies 
Christmas Tea. The event is open to ladies of all ages and many 
brought their young daughters and granddaughters to the event.  
The morning begins with a devotional time together in Hope’s 
sanctuary and then moves to their Fellowship Hall for Tea Time.
 Hope’s Elders Ministry Team served as “waiters” for the 
day. The Elders truly enjoyed the opportunity to serve in this 
way and look forward to the opportunity again next year!
 Pictured before the ladies arrived in the hall are some of Hope’s 
Elders and the ladies of the Fellowship Ministry Team.   v

Hope’s Annual Advent Tea 
Celebrated in December

Hope’s Music 
Director Honored 
for Half-Century 
of Service
     On Sunday, December 11th 
members of Hope/Plant City, FL 
marked 50 years of music ministry 
for their Music Director & Organist, 
Christine Mansell. A special 
proclamation was received from the 
City to honor her music ministry.  
 As a part of the celebration 
brunch in Mansell’s honor, City 
Commissioner, Jason Jones 
(below) —representing Plant 
City — presented Mansell with a 
proclamation in her honor. The 
proclamation recognized not just 
her music ministry at Hope but also 
her involvement  in the  Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League, 
various professional insurance 
organizations and the Lutheran 
Musicians Association.  Mansell 
is owner of Jacks Insurance and 
Tiki Boutique in Lakeland.  v

Epiphany/Tallahassee, FL 
had twin Christmas trees 
bordering the altar surrounded 
by pointsettias.   v
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 The Rev. Logan Landes was 
installed on December 18, 2022 
as Sole Pastor at Saint Peters/
Middleburg, FL. Landes comes 
from the Southern District where 
he served as Assistant Pastor 
at Grace/Destin, FL alongside 
Senior Pastor Kevin Wendt.
 Pastor Landes and 
his wife, Lydia, are both 
from Fort Wayne, IN.
Lydia is gifted with music 

talent and served their previous 
congregation as Director of Parish 
Music, planning Sunday worship 
and organizing different musical 
aspects of the congregation. 
 Both Logan and Lydia attended 
Concordia University/Mequon,  
Wisconsin for undergraduate 
studies. Lydia received two 
degrees in parish music and music 
education, and Logan received a 
degree in pre-seminary studies. 

He then continued graduate 
studies at Concordia Theological 
Seminary in Fort Wayne, IN.
 Lydia worked as a music 
teacher for four years and taught 
in Munster, Indiana, where she 
was also a music director. She also 
worked in Indiana as a teacher 
and church organist. Logan’s first 
call was to Grace/Destin.  v

Logan Landes Installed at Saint Peters/Middleburg
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Redeemer/Stuart, FL blessed local charities in 
Martin County with more than $2,000 in gift 
cards. Pictured is Jill Albers, delivering cards 
to Volunteers in Medicine, a free clinic. Other 
charities were CareNet and Safe Space. v

Holidays Around the World
The Open Arms Preschool of First/ Gainesville, 

FL sampled some of the Christmas and 
Hanukkah snacks associated with countries 

around the world recently.  French Yule Logs 
and German Gingerbread men (Lebkuchen) 
were a huge hit, while egg nog didn’t quite 
get the same rave reviews. They decorated 
cookies shaped like menorahs and dreidels 

and cooked their own gingerbread men.  
The children are hoping to repeat this 

activity next year as they had a great time 
learning about holiday customs in other 
countries. Open Arms thanks Katherine 

Gross for organizing a Thrivent Action Team 
to purchase snacks and ingredients. v

Faith/Eustis, FL art elective student Jack-
Henry took 1st  place in the Middle School 
category for the annual Lake County Museum 
of Art (LCMA’s) Holiday Card Contest with the 
theme “Sounds of the Holidays.”  This contest 
represented all public, private and home-school 
students from Lake County Florida.  Jack-Henry 
received 50 printed holiday cards featuring 
his artwork as well as a monetary prize. v
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 The ladies of First/Gainesville, FL gathered 
for their annual Advent by Candlelight celebration 
in a beautifully decorated Fellowship Hall. They 
shared individual table decorations, Christmas 
scripture, songs and stories, delicious food, a 
drawing for an Advent Wreath, desserts and 
fellowship with members and friends from Creekside 

Community Church and Abiding Savior Lutheran 
Church as well as Seeking Hearts Bible Study.
 A free will donation was taken to support member, 
Kelly Haynes who is doing mission work in Central Asia.  
Everyone enjoyed getting into the spirit of the season.
 Shown is Pastor John Glover’s wife, Julie, welcoming 
everyone and offering the opening prayer. v

 As a part of their Wednesday evening Family 
Advent Worship, the members of Hope/Plant City, 
FL participated in decorating ugly Christmas sweaters 
and shirts. They intend to wear them as a part of 
Hope’s Children’s Christmas Program, “A Christmas 
Yarn.”  The program is centered on a sweater factory 
that manufactures ugly Christmas sweaters.

 Over two Wednesday evenings, following their 
worship, the members were led by Nora Trivunovich 
and Kathy Drapp to make their ugly sweaters. 
During Advent, Hope offers a traditional service each 
Wednesdays at 4:30, dinner and a family-style worship 
that features a family craft as a part of the service.  The 
craft service takes place in their Fellowship Hall. v
   

Ugly Sweater Craft Night for Weekly Advent Gathering

Gainesville Gathers for Advent By Candlelight
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     On Sunday December 18th 
Hope/Plant City, FL — a Rev. 7:9 
congregation — came together 
with their Spanish congregation for 
a very special children’s Christmas 
program incorporating youth from 
both organizations. The program 
entitled “A Christmas Yarn” was 
presented to a joint congregation 
in both English and Spanish, with 
songs and hymns sung during the 
program in both languages.
 The program, under the 
direction of Hope’s Christian Growth 
Ministry Team, took place in the 

sanctuary and was followed by 
a dinner for both congregations.  
Participating in the program 
were Hope’s pastoral staff, Rev. 
Dean Pfeffer, Sr. Pastor, Rev. John 
Cobos, Spanish Ministry, and Owen 
Duncan, Pastoral Ministry Vicar. 
 According to Rev. Pfeffer, “this 
was an amazing day and occasion 
to bring us all together to celebrate 
the birth of our Savior.  All the 
youth that participated had fun 
and shared the joy of this season as 
we prepare to celebrate Christmas.  
This program truly showed our 

congregations and our community 
at large that we are a Revelation 7:9 
congregation and seek to minister to 
the entire Plant City community.”
 The program focused on a 
sweater factory that specialized 
in ugly Christmas sweaters. The 
audience had been instructed in 
advance to wear ugly Christmas 
sweaters to the presentation.
    Pictured following the 
presentation were the pastors, 
program directors and the entire 
cast of Hope’s presentation 
of “A Christmas Yarn.” v

Hope Celebrates Bilingual Children’s Christmas Program
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 The annual Advent By 
Candlelight at St Paul/Boca Raton, 
FL was once again coordinated by St. 
Paul School teacher, Jessica Carretto.  
Decorations, music, prayers, 

Members of St. Paul’s Praise Team performed For 
King & Country’s arrangement of “Little Drummer 
Boy” and led the room in singing Christmas Carols.

St. Paul School’s Bell Choir, led by Music Teacher 
Rebecca Schaffer,  welcomed the ladies as 
they arrived at Advent by Candlelight.

readings and stories were a perfect 
beginning to  launch the season.
 Shown are some of the table 
decorations where hosts coordinated 
delicious desserts. The men’s 

ministry wore 
white shirts and 
served the ladies 
water, coffee, 
teas and helped 
with cleanup. 
The evening 
culminated with a 
candlelight singing 
of Silent Night. v

Advent By Candlelight Celebrated at St. Paul/Boca Raton
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 Janine Turner is an Emmy and three-time Golden Globe 
nominated actress known to millions of fans for her role as 
Maggie O’Connell in the CBS hit, Northern Exposure. Her film 
career includes starring in NBC’ s Friday Night Lights, in feature 
films such as Steel Magnolias, Cliffhanger with Sylvester Stallone, 
Dr. T and the Women with Richard Gere, Night of the White Pants 
with Tom WiIkinson and in Universal’ s Leave it to Beaver as June 
Cleaver, as well as many more roles in both television and movies.
 Acting isn’t Janine’s only passion or accomplishment. 
She is a four-time published author, creator of Front Porch 
Philosophy, an umbrella outreach which includes her latest 
two books, her daily podcast, Janine Turner’s God on the Go 
Minute, and an upcoming national Rocking Chair Wisdom tour 
encouraging “civil civic conversations — a dialectic seeking 
synthesis.” Janine produced and stars in the Christian yoga 
DVD, Christoga, is the founder and co-chair of the foundation, 
Constituting America, a radio show talk show host, nationally 
televised political analyst and a newspaper columnist.
 The public is invited and may register online at 
marcolutheran.org or call the church office (239) 394-0332.

 This is part of Marco/Marco Island, 
FL’s free concert and lecture series 
and the congregation pulls audience 
from throughout Southwest Florida. 
Marco Lutheran is located at 525 N 
Collier Blvd. in Marco Island, FL.   v

Marco Lutheran Hosts Award-Winning Actress, Author

 Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes 
were packed by members of Holy Trinity/
Masaryktown, FL. Shoebox gifts are 
shipped to the ends of the earth to 
children in some of the hardest-to-reach 
places — whether deep in jungles, city 
slums, steep mountainsides, or one of 
1,000 remote Pacific islands. Many of 
these areas are resistant to the Gospel, 
for cultural or religious reasons, and 
are home to numerous unreached 
people groups, some of whom have 
never heard the name of Jesus Christ.
 These boxes provide believers in 
remote regions a creative way to share 
the Good News in a culturally sensitive 
manner. Online boxes are carefully 
prepared, abiding by strict customs 
regulations to safeguard partners who 
will deliver the gifts, as well as the 
boys and girls who receive them. v

Trinity/Masaryktown
Participates in
Operation Christmas 
Child Shoebox 
Distribution
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On a Saturday in December a group of 40 
carolers came out to sing songs of joy to 
those in need of some Christmas cheer 
this holiday season. One of the stops was 
the home of Our Savior/Plantation, FL’s  
teacher, Kristin Becker, who has been at 
home for a couple of months recovering 
from an ailment. Afterward, they all got 
together at the church for pizza.  v

Plantation Congregation Carols at Staff Member’s Home

Redeemer/Stuart, FL’s 
Christmas float won the 
Best Illumination award in 
the City of Stuart Christmas 
parade while sharing the true 
meaning of Christmas. v

Redeemer Stuart Takes Prize
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 A beautiful large Nativity 
was displayed on the grounds 
of Bethany/Leesburg, 
FL — a true witness to the 
surrounding community during 
the Christmas season. 
 “Many years ago, probably 
dating back to 2002, a group of 
ladies from Bethany decided to 
form a Christmas committee,” 
Lois Laabs stated. “The
Nativity set was our first venture. 
All the pieces to our set were 
donated by members of the 
congregation.” “Each year we 
added more and more pieces 
till the set was completed,” Bev 
Groh continued. “The wood was 
donated to build the stable, and our 
members constructed it. In all the 
years of putting out our set, it has 
only been vandalized twice. Our 
approximate value at that time
was about $12,000. With inflation 
today, it probably is worth 
more than double of that!” 
 A true story came to pass 
a number of years ago. A 
grandmother brought her little 
grandson to view the nativity. 
He left crying, because baby 
Jesus didn’t even have a blanket 
to stay warm. The grandmother 
went out and purchased a baby 
blanket and brought it to the 
church. The little blue blanket 
has been used since that time to 

cover Baby Jesus each Christmas.
 “We had quite a few children 
at our Christmas decorating event 
this year, and a new tradition 
has evolved. The children told 
us Baby Jesus wasn’t born till 
Christmas Eve, thus the manger 
is still empty. Christmas Eve the 
children will put Baby Jesus into 
the manger,” Laabs and Groh said.
  “I’ve talked to people in the 
community who associate our
church with this Nativity, 

Bethany/Leesburg, FL Displays Large Nativity for Community

which is kind of a cool thing,” 
emphasized The Rev. Mike Hanel, 
Bethany’s pastor. “They may 
not know our people, but they 
know our Savior, they know that 
for us Christmas is about what 
happened in a manger scene 
somewhat like this. Our members 
take photos of the Nativity and 
share them with friends and 
neighbors as they invite them to 
worship with us and celebrate 
Christ the newborn King!”   v

 The Rev, Ron Meyr retired in 
December from full-time ministry 
as Senior Pastor at Faith/Viera, 
FL.  He is the founding pastor of 
that congregation and was at the 
mission church’s ground breaking 
in 1996. Meyr was instrumental 
in getting community leadership 
to name the street for the mission 
congregation “Faith Drive.”  Their 
address is technically 5550 Faith 
Drive in Rockledge, Florida. They 
are located at the corner of Viera 
Boulevard — Viera is “Faith” in the 
Slovak language. So Faith/Faith is 
located on Faith Drive at Faith Blvd. 
They are members of the Slovak 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (SELC).

Faith/Viera’s Founding Pastor Retires
 Meyr grew up in southeast 
Missouri and graduated from Concordia 
Seminary/St. Louis, MO in 1980.
 Meyr met his wife, Pamela, at St. Paul’s 
Jr. College. Their two sons live in Philadelphia, 
PA and Albuquerque, NM. After graduation, 
Meyr served in Saskatchewan, Canada for 
six years; then in New Jersey for nine years 
before coming to Viera. He and Pam have 
enjoyed starting mission congregations. Meyr 
says his preference would be to live in a tent; 
hike and kayak the backwoods of Florida. 
 Meyr became recognizable during the 
COVID pandemic for preaching atop a boom 
lift in the church’s parking lot during drive-
in worship services. Members tuned into a 
radio transmission to hear Meyr preach. v 
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 The 39th Annual Walk for Life was hosted 
at Christ Fellowship in Palm Beach Gardens on 
the first Saturday in October, 2022. More than 
500 youth and adults came out to walk and 
run for life. This was an increase in participants 
from previous years. The organization exceeded 
the goal to raise raise more than $150,000. 
 Members of the St. Paul/Boca Raton, FL team 
who participated are pictured above. The St. Paul 

walkers completed between 1.8 and 3.6 miles raising 
approximately $2,000 toward the overall goal.
 “This organization is high on St. Paul’s 
participation list,” explained Tim Brooks, one of 
St. Paul’s coordinators. “Last May we raised $2,850 
for First Care during their Baby Bottle campaign. 
We’re proud to report that in 2021 246 babies 
lives were saved and as of the October, 2022 
walk date that number was already at 163.”  v
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 As a part of their morning worship, members 
of Hope/Plant City, FL presented a gift to Mary 
Heysek, Director of the United Food Bank of 
Plant City. A check in the amount of $2,000.00 
represents a portion of the proceeds received 
from the congregation’s annual turkey supper 
that took place in November. A number of years 
ago, it was recommended by a member of the 
congregation’s board of directors that as God has 
blessed us we are called to bless others. As a result, 
Hope gives all profits from their Turkey Supper 
and Peanut Booth at the Strawberry Festival to 
mission opportunities in Plant City and beyond. 
  Hope’s pastor Rev. Dean Pfeffer has been a 
board member of the food bank for a number of 
years and currently serves as board secretary.  For 
the congregation, joining with the Food Bank 
has become a passion for the congregation to 
work together to eliminate food insecurities. 
 Pictured following the service are Vicar Owen 
Duncan, Rev. Dean Pfeffer, and Mary Heysek. v

 Trinity/Albany, GA celebrated both a 
baptism and first communion near the end of 
2022. Dewayne Tift (center) was baptized and 
members of the Abela family all received their 
first communtion along with Tift. Pictured, from 
left, are Nathalie Abela, The Rev. Richard Boyd, 
Tift and Maria, Simon and Thomas Abela. v

 Following weeks of preparation, chopping and 
all around planning, Hope/Plant City, FL brought 
back its Turkey Supper following a two year hiatus 
due to the pandemic. Hope members and the 
community rallied around the event which donates 
its proceeds to ministries both in the church at large 
and in the community. This is a congregation-wide 
event that involves members of all ages participating 
in many ways from peeling and mashing potatoes 
and serving on the food line.  It is a weekend but an 
amazing opportunity to connect people to Jesus as 
the Lord brings the mission field to us for the event.  
 This year’s efforts yielded almost $4,000.  
Pictured is the serving line on November 6th.   v
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Redeemer/Stuart FL’s Middle School “Bells of 
Praise” performed for numerous assisted living 
facilities in the community throughout the month 
of December. They are directed by Joy Beach, 
Redeemer Lutheran School’s Music Director.
 “Our curriculum helps prepare our students for  
success at the academic level while teaching them 
about service,” Beach explains. “One of our goals is 
that students at Redeemer are positive leaders both 
in the classroom and the widespread community as 
well. Leadership while living out one’s faith is built 
throughout our experiences together in the classroom, 
on the athletic fields, on school trips, and visiting 
community places like these assisted living facilities. 
Our community needs confident young people to 
step up as positive role models and influences for all 
ages. Redeemer students are prepared to do so.   v

Redeemer/Stuart Rings 
Christmas Bells Throughout 
Community in December
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The Rev. John Hohe was installed at Grace/St. Cloud, FL in November. He comes from Powell, Ohio. 
President James Rockey performed the installation, The Rev. Jeff Shanks led with a song and one of 
Hohe’s seminary classmates, The Rev. Dr. Anthony Steinbronn, Emeritus New Jersey District President 
of the LCMS, preached. Steinbronn will be the Bible Study leader at the March 2023 Veterans of the 
Cross Retreat (story page 3). Pictured above are participants from the greater Orlando, FL area.  v

32 turkeys and more than 900 pounds of food 
for 32 Thanksgiving meals were distributed 
by Thrive/Estero, FL’s congregation 
according to Pastor John Roth. v

St. John/Ocala, FL has been a part of the Ocala/
Marion County community for more than 50 years 
and has established a reputation for providing 
students with a quality Christian education. A new 
campus sign was installed at the end of 2022. v

Clergy gathered 
for a photo 
following the 
Reformation 
Service at 
Lakeside/
Venice, FL. 
District President 
James Rockey 
was the preacher.
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 Woodlands/Montverde, FL held 
their inaugural Operation Christmas 
Child packing party in December. Their 
location is a regional drop off spot for 
Operation Christmas Child — part of 
Samaritan’s Purse. The congregation 

collected gift-filled shoeboxes from 
both individuals and area congregations 
to send to a processing center.
At the congregation packing party 
Woodlands had 32 volunteers who 
packed approximately 356 shoeboxes.  v

Operation Christmas Child Packing Party 
Supports Samaritan’s Purse

 A group of 35 people from Our Savior/Plantation, 
FL gathered to deliver baskets of Thanksgiving food 
items to local families in need. Each basket included 

canned goods, non-
perishables, and a frozen 
turkey all donated by 
generous families from 
Our Savior’s church and 
school. The 2nd grade 
class also collected items 
for a basket as a class 
project. The deliverers 
also shared a reading from 
Psalm 34 and prayer with 
the family receiving the 
meal. The group visited 
a total of 16 homes with 
blessings of God’s love 
and Thanksgiving fare. v
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On the 1st day of Ian our 
dear Lord gave to me:
• A CROSS CARVED FROM A PINE TREE!

On the 2nd day of Ian our 
dear Lord gave to me:
• LERT volunteers
• A CROSS CARVED FROM A PINE TREE!

On the 3rd day of Ian our 
dear Lord gave to me:
• Tons of gift cards
• LERT volunteers
• A CROSS CARVED FROM A PINE TREE!

On the 4th day of Ian our 
dear Lord gave to me:
• Super Lakeside helpers
• Tons of gift cards
• LERT volunteers
• A CROSS CARVED FROM A PINE TREE!

On the 5th day of Ian our 
dear Lord gave to me:
• 5 BOXES OF QUILTS!
• Super Lakeside helpers
• Tons of gift cards
• LERT volunteers
• A CROSS CARVED FROM A PINE TREE!

On the 6th day of Ian our 
dear Lord gave to me:
• 20 blessing buckets
• 5 BOXES OF QUILTS!
• Super Lakeside helpers
• Tons of gift cards
• LERT volunteers
• A CROSS CARVED FROM A PINE TREE!

On the 7th day of Ian our 
dear Lord gave to me:
• 700 tarps
• 20 blessing buckets
• 5 BOXES OF QUILTS!
• Super Lakeside helpers
• Tons of gift cards
• LERT volunteers
• A CROSS CARVED FROM A PINE TREE!

On the 8th day of Ian our 
dear Lord gave to me:
• 83 chain saw sites
• 700 tarps
• 20 blessing buckets
• 5 BOXES OF QUILTS!
• Super Lakeside helpers
• Tons of gift cards
• LERT volunteers
• A CROSS CARVED FROM A PINE TREE!

The 12 Days of Hurricane Ian
On the 9th day of Ian our 
dear Lord gave to me:
• Free local showers
• 83 chain saw sites
• 700 tarps
• 20 blessing buckets
• 5 BOXES OF QUILTS!
• Super Lakeside helpers
• Tons of gift cards
• LERT volunteers
• A CROSS CARVED FROM A PINE TREE!

On the 10th day of Ian our 
dear Lord gave to me:
• 60 school backpacks
• Free local showers
• 83 chain saw sites
• 700 tarps
• 20 blessing buckets
• 5 BOXES OF QUILTS!
• Super Lakeside helpers
• Tons of gift cards
• LERT volunteers
• A CROSS CARVED FROM A PINE TREE!

On the 11th day of Ian our 
dear Lord gave to me:
• 30 box fans
• 60 school backpacks
• Free local showers
• 83 chain saw sites
• 700 tarps
• 20 blessing buckets
• 5 BOXES OF QUILTS!
• Super Lakeside helpers
• Tons of gift cards
• LERT volunteers
• A CROSS CARVED FROM A PINE TREE!

On the 12th day of Ian our 
dear Lord gave to me:
• 2 comfort dogs
• 30 box fans
• 60 school backpacks
• Free local showers
• 83 chain saw sites
• 700 tarps
• 20 blessing buckets
• 5 BOXES OF QUILTS!
• Super Lakeside helpers
• Tons of gift cards
• LERT volunteers
• A CROSS CARVED FROM A PINE TREE!

Everyone has heard about 
the 12 days of Christmas. At 
Lakeside Lutheran/Venice, FL, 
they banded together following 
Hurricane Ian and worked closely 
with Lutheran Church Charities, 
Lutheran Early Response Team
(LERT), the congregation and 
community. This was written in 
response to all that happened 
following the devastation of 
hurricane Ian. Pastor David 
Dahlke shared their version of 
how the Twelve Days of Christmas 
might have gone this year.

The Cross — 
Carved From a Pine Tree


